DREADFUL ACCIDENT

Collision Between Steamboal
on the Potomac.

_.:

FIFTY LIVES LOST.

Bavrimors, Wednesday, Aprl) 26. .,

Yesterday morning, at 12:30 o’clock, the steamd]

MassacAusetts, with & load of soldiers, the great _
vart of whom were exchanged and paroled prisoner
collided with a steamer pamed the Black Diamond,
small barge propeller in the Potomac River, one mi
from Blackstone Island, which was acting there ag

packet boat, and had on board s guard of somé@

twenty men. .

The Massachusetts struck the Black Diamond ©
the port side, about the boiler, sinking her ip abo
three minutes.

In the excitement attending tne eollision of th
two boats many of the soldiers became panie-stric
en and beyond the control of discipline, and seiz
planks and whatever they eould find that would floa
sud hastlly jumped overboard, and many of the
were thus drowned, ’

The Masaachusetts lay mear the spot till daylighfl
picking up about a hundred men, who either jampe
or were thrown by the force of the collision on 1

the wreok of the Black Diamond,

The bows of the Massachuseits w ere badly stovet
and it was with difficnity that she gould be ke
afloat, i

Later in the morning, the steamer Marion, Oap
Motz, happened to be passing the spot, and relleve

the Afassachusetts of a large portion of the soldier
on board of her, and reached this place with them
10 o’clock last night.

The Massachusetts, it is sald,had her ru nning ligh
burning, but the Black Diamond, being anchore
showed but one.

Capt. J. M. HoLuxs, of the Third Veteran Resery
Corps, was the officer in command of the troops, an
from a statement made by him, it appears that th
loss of 1ife, as near as can be asceriained at presen
will exceed fifty,

The night was clear but dark, there being no moo

1t 18 impossible to say, at present, where the blam
f or this disaster is to rest.
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