


To the reader-- 

The purpose of this collection is to get you thinking, talking and remem- 

bering New Albany and the past. Excerpts from Heverly's histories give such a 

good look at the area in the beginning. The newspaper clippings of obituaries 

and seemingly trivial articles give a look at everyday life at a later time. 

Discrepencies were found in the research, as to dates and the spelling of names. 

Some of the subjects should give more details and you will wonder why some 

events were mentioned and others omitted. Again, the idea is to get you talk- 

ing and maybe passing on information and stories of your past memories. From 

the 1907 tax list, you might be able to find out who lived in your house at 

that time. Problems, in a report of an old council meeting, sound much as 

they do today. The contrast in newspaper reporting yesterday and today is 

most interesting. The editor was sometimes quite biased in his reports. Even 

if your roots aren't in New Albany's past, the bits of trivia, poems, hunting 

stories and letters should be entertaining. We do hope that each reader finds 

a bit of information that might not have been known before. 

Many local residents helped with our collection. Originally, the material 

in this book was collected for our own use, but when several people expressed 

a desire for copies, we decided to put it in book form. 

Doris Hugo - - - - Pearl Johnson 

Sources of Information: 

New Albany Mirror Newspaper 

New Albany Leader Newspaper 

Sullivan Review Newspaper 

Daily Review Newspaper 

Old Scrapbooks 

Family Books and Papers 

Statements by Elderly Residents (some now deceased) 

The Histories of C. F. Heverly 

Proceeds from the sale of this book will go to the New Albany Methodist 

Church Building Repair Fund. The church is older by ten years than the bor- 

ough. It was built in 1869 and dedicated in 1870. At the present times 

extensive repairs are being made to the foundation, etc. 
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New Albany--1800-1885 

C. F. Heverly 

The township of Albany derives its name from the old Connecticut town of that 

name, which included in its limits the present township, the old town being named 

by a party of gentlemen, who were formerly residents of the city of Albany, in 

the State of New Yorfk, and who purchased a large tract of land in the southern 

part of the county of Bradford. 

The people are largely of New England ancestry and Irish decent. The pop- 

ulation in 1880 (tamship and New Albany borough) was 1588. Prosperity of 

Albany may be attributed to four things: 

1. The building of the Berwick and Tioga turnpike--1818-19. 

2. The establishment of the oar factory--1854. 

3. The return of the Boys in Blue--1865. 

4. The building of the State Line and Sullivan railroad--1865-70. 

Long before Albany was peopled by Yankees it was the home of the Red Man 

and though there is no means of ever knowing what scenes of historic interest 

transpired here in his time, remains of his handiwork, tell us that he preceded 

the Caucasian, raised his maize, prepared it for food, and killed the bear and 

deer. In many places beside the principal stream, which courses through the 

township, were found remains of Indian lodges, by the pioneers after they came 

in and began improving their lands. 

Fire-beds, earthern pottery, mortars, and pestles, skinning knives, arrow- 

heads, and other implements have been unearthed in numbers. 

"Near where the first prospecting party into Albany (1800), encamped for 

the night, they discovered the remains of an Indian lodge, and a heap of bears' 

teeth, to the amount of a half bushel." In the rocks near where the bridge 

crosses the creek at New Albany, may yet be seen, bowl-like hollows, where the 

Indian pounded his corn. 

Albany is said to have been "the Indian's hunting ground," and was coursed 

through its central part by the Indian path leading to the Loyal Sock, thence 

to the Towanda creek. 

The following may throw some light upon this subject: In 1832, a half-blood 

Indian, who styled himself John I. Sundown, on his return from Washington, 

whither he had been as an interpreter for the six nations, spent an evening with 

Moses A. Ladd. Mr. Ladd says: "He was well educated, and claimed to have been 



sent  on l i k e  missions t o  Washington f o r  severa l  years. He was acquainted with 

the  neighborhood, described noted springs,  and sa id  t h e r e  were valuable deposi ts  

of s i l v e r  o re  not  more than seven m i l e s  d i s t a n t ,  but would not t e l l  the  exact 

spot .  H e  s a i d  my house stood on t h e  o ld  Indian path. ( I  was then l i v i n g  on 

w h a t  i s  now t h e  place of John Brown). H e  loved h i s  f i r ewate r ;  and s l e p t  i n  t r u e  

Indian s t y l e .  Expressing h i s  g ra t i tude  f o r  the  favors which I had shown him, he 

s t a r t e d  f o r  h i s  home on the  Genesee, and I never saw him more." 

French Refugees from t h e  Asylum Colony, soon a f t e r  t h e i r  advent i n t o  t h e  

country, found t h e i r  way i n t o  t h e  township, erec ted  two o r  th ree  log  houses, and 

severa l  cabins,  and began numerous c lea r ings  i n  about where Laddsburg now is.  

They a l s o  put up t h e  frame of a saw m i l l ,  and brought i n  i rons  necessary f o r  t h e  

gearing. They had sugar camps and seemed t o  have given considerable a t t e n t i o n  

t o  the  manufacture of the  sweet a r t i c l e .  

"Uncle Ashla Ladd" says: ''When Father came i n t o  t h e  township, two o r  

th ree  log  houses were found, and t h e  r u i n s  of severa l  cabins. Within the  re- 

mains of t h e  building which has been constructed near t h e  "trout  pond1'--appar- 

en t ly  f o r  a blacksmith shop--was found t h e  skeleton of a man, and beside i t ,  a 

gun which had not been discharged. A second growth a s  l a r g e  a s  a man's wrist 

covered t h e  c lear ings .  The i rons  t o  t h e  o ld  m i l l  had been taken out  and hid  i n  

d i f f e r e n t  places,  a s  i f  t h e  French had intended t o  re turn .  M r .  Mil ler  was a s  

much pleased a s  i f  he had s t ruck  a fortune,  when he discovered t h e  o ld  m i l l  

crank. " 

"Aunt Char lo t te  Ormsby" says: "When I was a l i t t l e  g i r l  I went t o  t h e  

French c lea r ings  a f t e r  broom timber and have pulled n a i l s  out  of t h e  o l d  roofs.  

Mother had one of t h e  o ld  French bake k e t t l e s .  Father used t o  v i s i t  these  c lea r -  

ings,  fo r  blackberries."  

In  t h e  month of Apr i l ,  1800, a "prospecting party" cons i s t ing  of Ephraim 

Ladd and sons, Horatio, Charles W. and John, Joseph Langford, Johnathan and 

Rogers Fowler, (brothers)  Edward Warren, a M r .  Granger, and perhaps o the rs ,  who 

had heard of t h e  P r i e s t l y  lands,  s t a r t e d  from Monroe with t h e i r  axes and a gun, 

following t h e  south branch of t h e  Towanda creek, and marking t r e e s  a s  they pro 

ceeded. The f i r s t  day brought them t o  t h e  c e n t r a l  p a r t  of t h e  present  Albany 

township, and a brush cabin t o  p ro tec t  them from t h e  n igh t ,  was constructed 

agains t  t h e  bank, near t h e  creek, a t  t h e  south end of where New Albany v i l l a g e  

now is. A f i r e  was b u i l t  i n  f r o n t  of t h e  cabin and a f t e r  t h e i r  evening meal, 

the  pa r ty  l a y  down f o r  the  n ight .  "Horatio Ladd was a timid man. H e  had heard 



of panthers ,  bu t  had never  seen  one, and knew they  a r e  an  o b j e c t  t o  be dreaded. 

He was s o r e  a f r a i d  wi th  f e a r  and could n o t  s l eep .  H i s  h a i r  f a i r l y  s tood on ends, 

a s  h i s  e a r  caught t h e  sound of a c r a c k l i n g  among t h e  brush--a panther  sure .  It 

was ev ident  t h a t  t h e  animal was moving i n  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  of t h e  camp, and would 

make a n  a t t a c k .  Awakening h i s  f a t h e r  a s  q u i e t l y  as poss ib l e ,  Hora t io  soon made 

known h i s  f r i g h t ,  and had t h e  gun and powder-horn. The f e roc ious  b e a s t  f i n a l l y  

stood be fo re  them. Hora t io  l eve l ed  h i s  gun and f i r e d ,  and almost as soon as he 

pul led  t h e  t r i g g e r  he screamed: "a panther!" It i s  need le s s  t o  say  t h a t  t h e  

camp was a t  f i r s t  a l i t t l e  s t a r t l e d .  However, no one was c a r r i e d  o f f  by panthers  

t h a t  n i g h t ,  bu t  i n  t h e  morning a dead dee r  was found a s h o r t  d i s t a n c e  from camp." 

Lands were s e l e c t e d ,  and t h e  p a r t y  re turned .  

The Wilcoxes were n a t i v e s  of Rhode I s l and ,  and emigrated from t h a t  s t a t e  t o  

Cooperstown, N.Y. on Otsego l ake ,  where they  remained f o r  a s h o r t  t i m e ,  t hen  came 

down t h e  r i v e r  and found t h e i r  way i n t o  Monroe township, between 1798 and 1800. 

This family cons i s t ed  of  S h e f f i e l d  Wilcox, S r . ,  h i s  wi fe  and t h e  fo l lowing  named 

chi ldren :  Lo i s ,  Thomas, Rowland, Freeman, S h e f f i e l d ,  Jr. ,  Amy, Des i ra ,  Eunice, 

and Jemima. While r e s i d i n g  i n  Monroeton, he and h i s  sons came i n t o  Albany and 

picked ou t  l o c a t i o n s .  Between A p r i l ,  1800 and t h e  s p r i n g  of 1801, t hey  came 

i n t o  t h e  township and began t h e  e r e c t i o n  of a l o g  house, i n  which t h e  Ladds 

lodged f o r  t h e  n i g h t ,  when they  moved i n .  It is  most probable  t h a t  t h e  Wilcoxes 

cu t  t h e  f i r s t  road i n t o  Albany. 

Joseph P r i e s t l y  he ld  t h e  Pennsylvania t i t l e  f o r  a l a r g e  p o r t i o n  of t h e  town- 

ship.  H e  so ld  h i s  lands  t o  t h e  settlers f o r  two d o l l a r s  and a h a l f  per  a c r e ,  f o r  

which payments were made i n  small amounts, and l o t s  made t o  s u i t  purchasers .  

The fo l lowing  persons were assessed  i n  Albany i n  1824: Aaron Brown, John 

Edse l l ,  Eve re t t  Vanloon, William UpDike, Daniel Vargason, Levi Sperry. Brown 

and E d s e l l  were h a l f  b r o t h e r s ;  t h e i r  mother w a s  a s i s t e r  of Daniel and Moses 

Mil le r .  Vanloon marr ied a daughter of Daniel  Miller. UpDike was a b r o t h e r  of 

Mrs. William Miller. 

Rev. M r .  P i e r c e  was, perhaps,  t h e  f i r s t  r e g u l a r  preacher  i n t o  Albany, h i s  

v i s i t s  t h e r e t o  beginning i n  about  1810 o r  1811. H e  w a s  a c i r c u i t  r i d e r ,  and no 

c i r c u i t  having y e t  been e s t a b l i s h e d  through Albany, when making h i s  rounds, he 

came i n  from Monroe every fou r  weeks, preached, t hen  re turned .  

Before schools  were e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  t h e  town p a r e n t s  wishing t o  g ive  t h e i r  

ch i ld ren  t h e  advantages of  acqu i r ing  a n  educa t ion ,  i n  a few c a s e s ,  s e n t  them t o  

Wysox and Monroe f o r  a few weeks i n  t h e  yea r ,  The f i r s t  schools  taught  i n  t h e  



township, were n ight  schools, and w e r e  taught by Ephraim Ladd and h i s  sons, 

Horatio and Charles W. I n  1813 o r  14 a one s to ry ,  l o g  school house, about 18 X 

21 f e e t  was b u i l t  near the  "willow tree", having s e a t s  constructed ou t  of s l a b s  

and s e t  upon legs .  

Doctor Dexter was perhaps, t h e  f i r s t  doctor t o  l o c a t e  i n  t h e  town and had 

rooms a t  t h e  house of Freeman Wilcox. H e  was a l s o  a cigar-maker. 

The f i r s t  m i l l  of any considerable importance was b u i l t  where Lantz and 

Fawcett's m i l l  now i s ,  by C. F. Wells and John Campbell, Sr .  i n  about 1842. 

F i r s t  saw m i l l  i n  Albany was erected on t h e  s i te  of the  "old French m i l l "  by 

Daniel Miller, i n  about 1809 o r  10. 

Before goods were brought i n ,  t r ad ing  was done a t  Jacob Bowman's near t h e  

mouth of t h e  Towanda creek, and l a t e r  a t  Monroeton, and a t  Sam Jackson's i n  

Dushore. The Yankee Peddlars were not  regarded a s  t h e  bores, they now a r e  but 

on t h e  contrary t h e i r  coming w a s  heralded with de l igh t  by the  settlers of t h e  

backwoods. Some would receive  maple sugar,  p e l t r y ,  dee r ' s  horns and l i n e n  

c lo th  i n  exchange f o r  t h e i r  goods. 

The f i r s t  public house was opened f o r  t h e  entertainment of the  t r a v e l i n g  

public i n  1822, by Sheff ie ld  Wilcox, Jr. I n  t h e  following year,  Daniel Miller 

and Rowland Wilcox, were a l s o  l icensed t o  keep taverns.  

In  1819 o r  20 t h e  Albany post o f f i c e  was es tabl ished,  and Warner Ladd made 

postmaster. He kept t h e  o f f i c e  a t  h i s  residence--the o ld  stone house. The 

mail was a t  f i r s t  brought i n  by a footman, o r  on horseback, once a week. 

The f i r s t  e l e c t i o n  held i n  Albany was a S t a t e  e l e c t i o n  October 14,  1824, 

a t  the  house of Freeman Wilcox. The names of those t h a t  voted a t  t h e  e l e c t i o n ,  

were recorded by the  c le rks  a s  follows: 

Sheff ie ld  Wilcox, Williams Lee, Robert P o t t e r ,  Andrew McIntire, 

Benjamin Corson, Ephraim Ladd, Jr., Rowland Wilcox, Jacob Mi l l e r ,  

Dyer Ormsby, Freeman Wilcox, John Fogerty, Horatio Ladd, Daniel 

Miller, Charles W. Ladd, Daniel Heverly, Moses A. Ladd, William 

Miller, Elisha Harr is ,  Maltiah Hatch, Jacob Eddy, John Nichols, 

Mathias Vanloon, Mathias Scriven, Moses Miller, Timothy Coon, 

Simeon Chapman, Stephen Edwards, David Sabin, Elezer Sweet, 

John Heverly, Daniel Heverly, Jr., Henry Sherman, Mathias Scriven, 

Jr., James Lee, Ralph Pe te r s ,  Samuel Smith. For Pres ident ,  

Andrew Jackson (Dem) had John Q. Adams, (N.R.) had 

14. 

County Off icers ,  e l ec ted  from Albany, were--Benjamin Wilcox, Treasurer ,  
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1851: C, H. Corbin, Auditor, 1863: J. T, Hested, Auditor, 1881: S. D. 

Sterigere, Representative, 1884. 

The village was laid out in town plats in 1866, by John Campbell, and the 

first lot sold to Ralph Stevens. In 1868 it was re-platted, and extended in 

1869, The village is within the bounds of New Albany borough, which was incor- 

porated in December, 1879. 

Business Directory - 1885 
General Merchants; F. P. Corcoran, established July, 1874. Keeler & Co. suc- 

cessors to S. D. Sterigere & Co. established August, 1884. 

Dealors in Hardware, Etc.; Campbell Bras., established April, 1852. 

Harness-makinq; A. L. Smith, established October, 1880. 

Groceries, Notions, etc.; Maurice Waltman, established April, 1885. 

Watch-repairing and Tonsorial Artist; J. Waldo Miller. 

Dress-making and Millinery; Miss Maria Hoffa; McConnell & Hall. 

Dress-making; Miss Emma Campbell. 

Livery; C. L. Kenyon. 

Meat-market; H. A. Smith. 
Wagon-making; D. S. Strudevant and R. S. Sabin. 

Blacksmithing; Philo Finch, John Drake, G. P. Allen. 

Manufacturers of Flour, Feed, etc.; A. B. Hubler and Lantz and Fawcett. 

Manufacturer of Lumber; J. W. Wilcox. 

Cooperage; W. 0 .  Demarest. 

Hotels; Maurice Kellogg & J. W. Wilcox, and LeRoy Haverly. 

Churches; Baptist; Methodist Episcopal 

Physicians; D. W. Harshbarger, C. H. Planck, W. F. Harshbarger. 

Post-master; S. S. Ormsby. 

Burgess; 0. D. Campbell. 

Council; Wella Wilcox, J. W. Wilcox, F. A, Caster, Almon English, A. M. EStell, 

A. L. Smith, Secretary; W. G. Campbell. 

A graded school building, (two stories), is under course of erection, and will 

be ready for occupancy at the opening of the fall term. 

Near the village, S. D. Sterigers has his pic-nic grounds, dancing pavillion, 

etc, 

Societies; New Albany Lodge No. 682, I.O.O.F., was chartered November , 1869. 
New Albany Lodge 1.0. of G.T., No. 1064, was chartered December 14, 1874. 

Swart's Post No. 72 G.A.R. was chartered June 28, 1877. Some of the objects 



of t h e  Order a r e :  To keep b r i g h t  t h e  memories of t h e  p a s t ,  t h e  scenes of camp 

l i f e ,  t h e  b a t t l e  f i e l d ,  and t h e  march; t o  meet i n  s o l d i e r l y  l ove  and promote 

c o r d i a l  f r i endsh ip ,  f r a t e r n i t y  and i n d i s s o l u b l e  union among themselves; t o  ex- 

tend benevolent a i d  t o  those  of t h e  Socie ty  whose circumstances might r e q u i r e  

i t ,  and t o  t h e  widow and orphans. 

Habi t s  and Customs 

Circumstances r equ i r ed  t h e  p ioneers  t o  d r e s s  i n  t h e  p l a i n e s t  and l e a s t  ex- 

pensive manner. Cormnon were pantaloons and d re s ses ,  made from f l a x ,  f o r  summer 

wear, and from wool f o r  win ter .  "Buckskin t rouse r s "  were i n  f a sh ion  and were 

not  unfrequent ly worn by t h e  men and boys. S ~ m e  wore deer skin coats, but most 

had "round-abouts," o r  as a n  o l d  gentleman expressed i t ,  "a c o a t  without  t h e  

t a i l . "  Cal ico was less common than  s i l k  i s  now, and c o s t  seventy-f ive c e n t s  

per  yard. She t h a t  could a f f o r d  a d r e s s  made from seven yards  of  t h i s  m a t e r i a l ,  

wore "an ex t ravagant  garment." "The f a sh ion  w a s  p e t t i c o a t s  and s h o r t  gowns." 

Shawls were made from pressed  woolen c l o t h ,  and t h e  f i n e s t  home-made l i n e n  was 

bleached and cons t ruc ted  , in to  f i n e  s h i r t s  f o r  men and boys. 

The women wore handkerchiefs ,  a s  a covering f o r  t h e  head, o r  bonnets of 

t h e i r  own manufacture. It w a s  n o t  a s t r a n g e  occurrence t o  s e e  a young l ady ,  

wi th  her  shoes and s tockings  i n  he r  hand, and a handkerchief about  he r  head, 

while  on her  way t o  "meeting" i n  t h e  log  school  house, o r  a t  some ne ighbor ' s  

cabin. When upon near ing  t h e  p l ace  of worship, she  would s i t  down by t h e  

road-side and d r e s s  her  f e e t .  Garments were made t o  wear t h e  longes t  poss ib l e ,  

a s  i t  was very  unce r t a in  when t h e  next  could be had. 

The boys had h a t s  and caps,  ma.de by t h e i r  mothers,  from woolen c l o t h  o r  

s t raw,  and sometimes, perhaps, from raccoon sk ins .  Some wore k n i t  caps,  a l s o ,  

u n t i l  "seal-skin" caps ,  as they  were c a l l e d  came i n  fash ion .  

Garments were fas tened  toge the r  w i th  bu t tons  cons t ruc ted  ou t  of th read .  

Nearly every wife  had he r  spinning-wheel and loom, and manufactured he r  own 

c l o t h ,  while  Mrs. Daniel Miller wove f o r  t h e  ba lance  of  t h e  neighborhood. Each 

d id  her  own co lo r ing ,  and t h e  bark from a s o f t  maple tree, hemlock, b u t t e r n u t  

o r  "witch hazel" was used f o r  dying purposes,  a l s o  log-wood and smart weed. 

Copperas, alum, and s o r r e l  were used t o  set t h e  co lo r s .  

During t h e  summer season t h e  boys, g i r l s  and women, gene ra l ly ,  went bare- 

footed, as d id  some of t h e  men. Rat t le-snakes were without  number and were a 

g r e a t  dread t o  t h e  boys, when i n  s ea rch  of  t h e  cows. One o l d  gentleman remark- 

ed: "I was more a f r a i d  of them, than  I w a s  of bears , "  
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It i s  s t a t e d  t h a t  Freeman Wilcox, frequently went bear-hunting, barefooted, 

and did not mind the  brush and b r i a r s  much. I n  t h e  winter  shoes with leggins 

were worn. M r .  Ladd was t h e  shoemaker of those days. 

But few of t h e  men had a "dress-up" s u i t .  This consis ted  of knee-breeches, 

ornamented with buckles, long stockings,  made from cot ton,  wool o r  s i l k ,  and 

shoes with buckles. Horatio Ladd wore a "dress-up." 

Greased paper, hung over an opening i n  t h e  wal l ,  afforded l i g h t  f o r  t h e  

cabins i n  t h e  daytime. A t  n ight  they were i l luminated by t h e  l i g h t  given o u t  

from t h e  huge f i re-places ,  and p i t c h  p ine  s p l i n t e r s ,  s tuck i n t o  t h e  chimney 

jambs. This furnished s u f f i c i e n t  l i g h t  f o r  t h e  mothers t o  s e w ,  sp in ,  and weave 

by; fsr t h e  f a t h e r s  t o  make and mend shoes, and t h e  boys and g i r l s  t o  get  t h e i r  

lessons. 

A supply of p i t c h  pine knots was general ly put i n  before winter .  Deer f a t ,  

raccoon f a t ,  bea r ' s  f a t  provided t h e  l a r d  t h a t  was some times used f o r  i l lumi- 

nat ing purposes, but not frequently.  

Tallow lamps were f i n a l l y  introduced, and were used when ta l low could be 

had, o r  l a r d  spared. They were a cup-like const ruct ion,  t o  contain animal f a t s ,  

and could be hung agains t  t h e  wal l ,  One end of a p iece  of c lo th ,  answering as 

a wick, ( ca l l ed  a "slut") was dropped i n t o  t h e  cup, and t h e  o the r  end, which 

hung ou t ,  was l ighted .  

Tallow candles, next followed, and subsequently lamps f o r  burning coal  o i l .  

The time of day was determined by "sun-marks", o r  "noon-marks," upon t h e  door 

o r  window frame. Freeman and Rowland Wilcox, and Dyer Ormsby were among t h e  

f i r s t  t o  have clocks. 

Matches had not ye t  been invented, and f i r e  was made by s t r i k i n g  a piece 

of f l i n t  and s t e e l ,  o r  the  back of a jack-knife, together,  causing a spark,  

which was caught i n  a piece of punk, an inflammable substance, formed from de- 

cayed wood, which was always kept i n  supply. 

Wooden p a i l s  were subs t i tu ted  f o r  t i n ,  and t h e  neighborhood supplied i n  

t h i s  l i n e  by Samuel Smith. Wooden plates,  (ca l led  "treanchers,") bowls, etc. 

were sometimes used; a l s o  pewter p l a t e s ,  spoons, and other  t a b l e  pieces.  Wells 

Wilcox remarked: "Father run out  of ammunition, and made up a l l  of mother's 

pewter ware i n t o  bu l l e t s . "  

Sap troughs were used f o r  c rad les ,  and brooms were made ou t  of a yellow 

bi rch ,  o r  water-beech s t i c k s .  

Farming implements were very imperfect,  a s  compared with those of modern 



invent ion.  A plow w a s  used wi th  one handle,  and a wooden mould board; a crotch-  

ed sap l ing  wi th  ho le s  bored through, and suppl ied  w i t h  wooden p ins ,  answered a s  

a harrow. Grain was sometimes "brushed in , "  by dragging a hemlock bush over t h e  

ground; p i tch- forks  and hoes were manufactured by blacksmiths ,  and were very  

clumsy a r t i c l e s ;  g ra in  w a s  threshed wi th  f l a i l s ,  and cleaned by shaking i t  wi th  

a "hand-fan" a very  l abo r ious  task .  

I n  l i e u  of  a wagon, long s l e d s  were gene ra l ly  used i n  haul ing  hay and g r a i n ,  

and i n  making t r i p s  t o  m i l l .  Sometimes, however, hay was hauled t o  t h e  s t a c k  by 

p l ac ing  a bunch o r  more upon a brush,  which formed a s o r t  o f  s l e d ;  and no t  unfre-  

quent ly  c a r r i e d  by two men, f o r  some d i s t ance ,  by running two po le s  under a bunch, 

wi th  a man a t  each end and between t h e  poles .  

Logging and chopping bees  were common, and t h e  men and boys most c h e e r f u l l y  

turned o u t  wi th  t h e i r  ox-teams, o r  came wi th  t h e i r  axes t o  a s s i s t  t h e i r  neighbor 

i n  g e t t i n g  a start. "On such an  occasion,  a sheep would be k i l l e d  and bo i l ed  

mutton and pot-pie  had i n  abundance, f o r  d inner  and supper.  

Spinning bees were a l s o  i n  fash ion .  The lady  g e t t i n g  up t h e  bee, would 

d i s t r i b u t e  tow among he r  l ady  f r i e n d s ,  and on a day s e t  a p a r t ,  they would b r i n g  

i n  t h e i r  ske ins ,  and enjoy a v i s i t  and supper wi th  her .  The a f f a i r  gene ra l ly  

wound up i n  t h e  evening by a dance, o r  "snap-and-wink-em", and o t h e r  games. 

Q u i l t i n g  and sewing p a r t i e s  were common, and mothers and daughters  a l i k e ,  

came wi th  t h e i r  needles  t o  assist t h e i r  f r i e n d  i n  need. 

S p e l l i n g  schools  and app le  c u t s  were more of a modern d a t e ,  and dancing 

was chief  en ter ta inment  of t h e  young people.  "Daniel Lyon was t h e  v i o l i n i s t  o f  

those  days." 

Every mother taught  he r  daughter t o  sp in ,  weave, make garments, make bread ,  

e t c .  and t h e  young l ady  t h a t  showed h e r s e l f  t h e  b e s t  s k i l l e d  i n  those  branches 

of housekeeping, was t h e  f i r s t  t o  f i n d  a s u i t o r .  How g r e a t  t h e  change! Court- 

i n g  i s  s a i d  t o  have been "shor t  and sweet," and i f  a young swain a f forded  a 

horse  he would t ake  h i s  l ady  love  r i d i n g ,  by p l ac ing  he r  on h i s  horse  behind 

himself .  

The people took g r e a t  d e l i g h t  i n  v i s i t i n g  each o t h e r ,  and would gene ra l ly  

t o  on f o o t  o r  w i th  ox-sleds. A meal w a s  always had toge the r ,  t h e  hos t e s s ,  giv- 

i n g  "The b e s t  t h e  house a f forded;"  which w a s  sometimes one th ing ,  and sometimes 

another .  The gues t  never fo rgo t  he r  knitt ing-work o r  sewing, and would v i s i t  

and work a t  t h e  same t i m e .  The k i t chen  w a s  t h e  p a r l o r ,  s e t t i n g  room and a l l .  

There were no c a s t e s  then ,  and t h e  o l d  people say--"these were t h e  happies t  
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days we ever  saw." There were no phys ic ians  f o r  m i l e s ,  and one person was t h e  

o t h e r ' s  doctor." 

Liquor was always had i n  abundance a t  bees,  r a i s i n g s ,  e t c . ,  and was a very 

common drink--even church members and preachers  imbibing. The b e s t  could be  had 

f o r  twenty-five c e n t s  per  ga l lon .  Wells Wilcox says ,  " the f i r s t  b u i l d i n g  r a i s e d  

i n  Albany, t o  my knowledge, where l i q u o r  was no t  fu rn i shed ,  was ray horse-barn, 

and I could no t  s e e  bu t  what it  went up j u s t  as well ."  

Hay was s c a r c e  and c a t t l e  fed  l a r g e l y  on browse--the tender  shoo t s  of  

t r e e s ;  e s p e c i a l l y  of t h e  maple and basswood. Cows roamed i n  t h e  woods, and were 

found by t h e  t i n k l e  of t h e  b e l l s  which they  wore about  t h e i r  necks. 

* * * * * * * * *  
For s e v e r a l  y e a r s  t h e  people f o r  m i l e s  around, gathered at Wilcox's t o  par- 

t i c i p a t e  i n  t h e  s p o r t s  of e a r l y  days. "Miller's" and "Campbell's M i l l s "  subse- 

quent ly  became "centers".  A t  Miller's was a h o t e l ,  a g r i s t ,  and s a w  m i l l  and a 

school  house where meetings, e l e c t i o n s ,  e t c .  were he ld ,  The p l ace  hold ing  e lec-  

t i o n s  was f i n a l l y  changed t o  Campbell's M i l l s ,  where meetings were a l s o  he ld  f o r  

s eve ra l  years .  The es tab l i shment  of t h e  o a r  f a c t o r y ,  s t o r e s ,  etc. made New 

Albany t h e  po in t  of most importance, and is  now, i n  consequence, " the  g r e a t  cen- 

ter of t h e  town." 

Some F i r s t  Events of New Albany 

The f i r s t  c h i l d  born i n  t h e  township was E l i z a ,  daughter of Hora t io  Ladd, 

June 20, 1805. The f i r s t  male c h i l d  was Hiram S. ,  Son o f  Freeman Wilcox, born 

August 13,  1807. The f i r s t  person dying i n  t h e  township was John C. ,  son of 

Ephram Ladd, May 16 ,  1804, aged 18% years .  The f i r s t  couple s epa ra t ed  by dea th ,  

Mrs. Eunice Wilcox, wi fe  of S h e f f i e l d  Wilcox, S r . ,  Oct. 29, 1813, aged 63 years .  

The f i r s t  wedding was t h a t  of Lydia,  daughter  of Ephram Ladd and Truman Holcomb 

of LeRoy, a t  t h e  home of t h e  b r i d e  i n  1812. The f i r s t  framed house i n  t h e  

township was t h a t  of  Rowland Wilcox, e r e c t e d  i n  1814, now owned by E l l en  S c o t t .  

Some of t h e  o l d e s t  i n  t h e  borough a r e  now owned by James Magee, Robert and Ginny 

Brown and Bruce Johnston. 

The s tone  house of Charles  W. Ladd was b u i l t  i n  e i t h e r  1819 o r  1822. Both 

d a t e s  have been given. 

The f i r s t  assessment was taken i n  t h e  f a l l  of 1824, by Freeman Wilcox. 

The h ighes t  proper ty  owners were a s se s sed  a s  fo l lows:  S h e f f i e l d  Wilcox, 

$893; Rowland Wilcox, $889; Daniel Mi l l e r ,  $664; Freeman Wilcox, $617; Ralph 

P e t e r s ,  $405; Ephriam Ladd and son, Ephraim, $203. Fifty-two oxen and n ine teen  
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hors es were reported. 

Archelaus Luce had a process of falling trees which he called "rip-sky". 

He would chop several trees, more than half off each, then would lodge one 

against another until he brought them all down together. 

John Nichols was a basket maker. He offered to make for a neighbor, a 

basket, containing one and a half bushels, for as much wheat as the basket 

would convey water from a spring to the house, a distance of a few rods. The 

offer was accepted and Mr. Nichols began his work. Selecting and thoroughly 

seasoning his splints, which were cut very narrow, he wove them as closely as 

possible and then soaked the basket in water, which expanded the wood and closed 

the interstices. He then summoned his neighbors, and going to the spring, fill- 

ed the basket with water and carried it to the house, the fluid standing about 

an inch only from the rim. The price was paid. 

Maltiah Hatch gained a reputation as a flax-swingler and was of much serv- 

ice to the people in preparing the raw material for the spinning wheel. 

Mathias VanLoon was a good shingle-maker. He could rive and shave five hun- 

dred long shingles in a day. 

Stephen Edwards came to the township in 1816 or 1817. He was an auger-maker 

by occupation. A negro, who had acquired some proficiency as a fifer, came in 

with him. 

As no mention is made of any black in Albany history other than this, local 

residents were questioned as to where the name "Nigger Hill" originated. 

Jane Dibble of Overton said she remembered her father telling her that the 

body of a negro was found frozen, by a spring, on the hill. A man from Overton 

verified this story and told her recently that a boy on his way to school, found 

the body and some men from the Overton area took the body to a store there, to 

try and find out his identity. After a few days, a casket was made and the un- 

identified body buried at "Bubby" Heverly's. 

Fred Odell, who lives on the hill, said Maurice Sullivan told him that a 

family of blacks was buried on the hill, and that was how the more familiar 

name came about. Mr. Odell had also heard the other information. 

Another story is that a house on the hill was used as part of the "under- 

ground railroad" during the Civil War for escaping slaves. 

Myrtle Sturdevant says one of the Overton histories mentions the first 

black man in Overton was a man by the name of Carpenter, who came there in 1854. 
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She remembers her grandmother telling about him and how everyone called him "Old 

Uncle Ned". He died in 1881 and is buried at "Bubby" Heverly's. 

Jay Campbell always said it was Overton St. and that is the name on the 1907 

tax lists. Also, it is Overton St. on a map received from Northern Tier Regianal 

Planning & Development Commission. In the "School" section, you'll find a Pel- 

ton Hill School mentioned in 1885. Pelton Hill is listed in the telephone direc- 

tory as the location of some residents but when questioned, many local citizens 

did not know where Pelton Hill was located. Mention the more common name and 

they know immediately. Will anyone ever know for sure how the hill got it's 

name. 

From "History of Seven Counties" by Elmira Weekly Gazette--1885 

The Wilcox family were Rhode Islanders. 

Louisa Alden taught the first school in 1812. (According to Heverly, Anna Luce 

was the first teacher.) 

Charlotte Wilcox was the first white child born in the township. 

The Ladds, early settlers, were from Tolland County, Connecticut. 

The first saw mill was erected in 1820., by Sheffield Wilcox and his relatives. 

The Berwick and Newtown turnpike was constructed through the township in 1818. 

Daniel Miller, one of the first settlers, died Oct. 8, 1856, aged 77 years, 9 

months, 2 days. 

Horatio Ladd died January 12, 1850, aged 70 years. He was one of the first sett- 

lers in 1801. 

The first death was Ezekiel Ladd, July 20, 1803, who was killed at a raising, 

a timber falling on him. 

A Post of the Grand Army was established at New Albany, June 26, 1877, number 

of post 72. 

Chauncey Corbin cleared the first farm between the Berwick and Newton turnpike 

and the river. 

New Albany Grange Patrons of Husbandry, No. 205, Amasa Heverly, first master, 

F. N. Wilcox, secretary. 

The Universalist Church at Hibbard Hill, was organized in 1844 by Rev. J. P. 

Sweet, church erected in 1862. 

Horatio Ladd, Daniel Miller, Rowland Wilcox, C. W. Ladd, Freeman Wilcox, 

Humphrey Goff, were drafted for the defense of Washington in 1814. 

The Baptist Church at New Albany was formed in 1849, church erected in 1879. 

William McKnown was the first resident minister in 1852, Stephen Harris, deacon, 
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John W. Martin, clerk. 

New Albany Lodge No. 682, I.O.O.F. was organized December 23, 1869, G. W. 

Burdick, Noble Grand, George H. Kendall, Vice Grand, S. D. Sterriger, Secretary, 

D. W. Harshberger, Treasurer. 

The first permanent settlement was made in 1801., by Sheffield Wilcox and 

Horatio Ladd, who received a gratuity of seventy-five acres each from Doctor 

Joseph Priestly, the owner of a large portion of the lands in the township. 

The first Justices-of-the-Peace elected in Albany were Peter Sterigers and 

H. S. Wilcox. Hiram Southworth Wilcox was Justice-of-the-Peace for a number of 

years, and his son Freeman Wilcox succeeded him. Inez Campbell has in her pos- 

session, the Day Book belonging to H. S. Wilcox. The first entries are dated 

1840. Sales of certain items are listed under accounts of that time: 1 pair 

boots--$3.50, 1 pair pantaloons--$1.25, 1 pair tow pants--$1.25, for plank and 

nails for hog trough--$.45--one horse--$40.00 

The rest of the book is an account of all Justice proceedings, costs, and 

settlements etc., starting in 1845. Some of the cases concern: assault & bat- 

tery--malicious mischief, having gone into house and tore down the shelves and 

seats and desks and threw them out of doors--stolen watch--stealing whiskey-- 

cattle destroying crops--trespass and damage--4 women were charged for striking 

a man with a thin stick and throwing stones--shaking a gun, attempt to shnot a 

per son. 

Several of the complaints were made by familiar names in Albany history, 

such as Sheffield Wilcox, Rowland Wilcox, Freeman Wilcox, Horatio Ladd, Moses 

Ladd and Sterigere. Constables anmed in the book include, P.H. Wilcox, Jushua 

Peckham and Daniel Ormsby. 

The following marriages performed by Mr. Wilcox are listed on the very 

last page of the ledger: 

Dec. 22, 1845 - John D, Miller to Angeline Vargason 
Apr, 9, 1846 - Sinica Hatch to Rebecca English 
Sept. 10, 1846 - John Campbell to Charlotte Ormsby 
Nov. 24, 1846 - David Harris to Hannah E, Miller 
June, 1847 - Morgan Moon to Mariah Bentley 
Aug. 11, 1847 P. H. Wilcox to Susannah Place 





Borough Char te r  - 1879 

To t h e  Honorable Paul  D. Morrow, P re s iden t  Judge of t h e  Court of Quarter  

Sessions of  t h e  Peace i n  and f o r  t h e  County of Bradford-- 

The undersigned c i t i z e n s  of t h e  v i l l a g e  of New Albany r e s p e c t f u l l y  repre-  

s en t s :  That t h e  s a i d  v i l l a g e  of  New Albany and t h e  d i s t r i c t s  immediately ad ja-  

cen t  t h e r e t o  which it is proposed t o  i nco rpora t e  as h e r i n  a f t e r  set f o r t h  con- 

t a i n s  f o r t y  fou r  dwell ing houses,  two gene ra l  s t o r e s ,  one g r i s t  m i l l ,  one card- 

i n g  m i l l ,  one steam saw m i l l ,  one water  m i l l ,  two (2) Ho te l s ,  two m i l l i n e r y  

s t o r e s ,  one harness  shop, two blacksmith shops,  one wagon makers shop, one 

grocery s t o r e ,  one b r i c k  k i l n ,  one boot and shoe shop, one church and a second 

one i n  p roces s  of b u i l d i n g  and one Odd Fellows and town h a l l ,  s a i d  c o l l e c t i o n s  

of houses,  s t o r e s  and a r e  co l loca t ed  a f t e r  a r e g u l a r  p l an  i n  regard  t o  s t r e e t s ,  

a l l e y s ,  l a n e s ,  e t c .  as w i l l  f u l l y  appear by a p l o t  of  s a i d  v i l l a g e  proper  here- 

t o  a t t ached ,  

That your p e t i t i o n e r s  c o n s t i t u t e  a ma jo r i t y  of  t h e  f r eeho lde r s  of s a i d  

v i l l a g e  and proposed Borough. 

That your p e t i t i o n e r s  l abo r  under g r e a t  inconvenience f o r  t h e  wants of 

having t h e  s a i d  v i l l a g e  of New Albany incorpora ted  i n t o  a Borough t o  be  known 

by t h e  name, s t y l e  and t i t l e  of "The Borough o f  New Albany", bounded and des- 

c r ibed  a s  fol lows:  Beginning i n  t h e  c e n t e r  of t h e  S u l l i v a n  and S t a t e  Line Rai l-  

road oppos i t e  t h e ' c o r n e r  of  l ands  of Wm. Bahr and Wm. Benjamin: Thence a long  

t h e  North l i n e  of  Beaver Meadow Creek road,  South f i f t y  and one h a l f  degrees ,  

West f i f t e e n  perches t o  a corner :  Thence South for ty-seven degrees ,  West a long  

North l i n e  of s a i d  road th i r ty- two perches t o  a pos t  and s t o n e  corner  near  a 

water beach wi tness .  

Thence North for ty- four  degrees,  West seventy- f ive  perches t o  t h e  c e n t e r  

of road l e a d i n g  t o  Overton: Thence North for ty- four  degrees ,  West twenty-five 

perches t o  a p o s t  and s t o n e  corner :  Thence North f i v e  degrees ,  West f o r t y -  

four  perches t o  t h e  P e t e r  Sherman road:  Thence North f i v e  degrees ,  West two 

hundred and t h r e e  perches  t o  t h e  Hatch H i l l  road: Thence North f i v e  degrees,  

West twenty fou r  perches t o  a p o s t  and s t o n e  co rne r :  Thence North seventy  de- 

grees ,  East  e i g h t y  t h r e e  perches t o  t h e  Berwick turnpike :  Thence North seventy 

degrees,  Eas t  th i r ty-one  perches t o  a co rne r  on West bank of Towanda creek:  

Thence along t h e  West bank of  s a i d  c reek ,  South for ty- four  degrees ,  Eas t  ten 

perches: Thence a long  same, South twenty-nine degrees ,  Eas t  e igh teen  perches:  
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Thence along same, South seven degrees ,  East  n ine t een  perches:  Thence along 

same, South t h i r t y - e i g h t  degrees ,  Eas t  e igh teen  perches:  Thence a long  same, 

South seven degrees,  Eas t  n ine t een  perches:  Thence along same, South t h i r t y -  

e i g h t  degrees,  Eas t  e ighteen  perches:  Thence a long  same, South twenty-eight 

degrees,  East  s i x t y  perches:  Thence a long  same, South t h i r t y - f i v e  degrees ,  

East  n ine  perches t o  t h e  c e n t e r  of Hibbard Road: Thence a long  sa idc reek ,  

South s i x t e e n  degrees,  West fo r ty - f ive  perches:  Thence a long  same, South 

two degrees,  Eas t  fo r ty -e igh t  perches: Thence South forty-two degrees ,  West 

s i x t e e n  perches t o  t h e  c e n t e r  of t h e  Su l l i van  and S t a t e  Line Rai l road  a t  North 

abutment of  br idge :  Thence a long  c e n t e r  of s a i d  R.R., South t h r e e  and one 

h a l f  degrees ,  East  t h i r t y  perches: Thence a long  same, South e i g h t  and one h a l f  

degrees,  East s i x t e e n  perches:  Thence a long  same, South twenty degrees,  East 

s i x t e e n  perches:  Thence a long  same, South twenty-six degrees,  East  t h i r t e e n  

perches t o  t h e  p l ace  of beginning--- 

A p l a t  of s a i d  proposed borough i s  he re to  a t t ached  and made a p a r t  of t h i s  

pe t i t i on - -  

Your P e t i t i o n e r s  t h e r e f o r e  r e s p e c t f u l l y  pray your Honor t o  g ive  t h e  pre- 

mises i n  charge t o  t h e  Grand Inques t  f o r  t h e  s a i d  County t h a t  such f u r t h e r  ord- 

er thereon may be had a s  t o  your Honor may seem meet agreeably  t o  t h e  Act of 

Assembly i n  such c a s e  made and provided, and they  w i l l  ever  pray etc.--  

New Albany Aug. 18 ,  A.D. 1879 

P h i l o  Finch S. D. S t e rege re  

P. F. W i l l i a m s  G. H. Wilcox 

A. B. Hubler J. A. Heverly 

A. M. E s t e l l  Geo. W. Plummer 

Joseph Campbell G. W. Caster 

Darcy Haverly J ,  G. Sax 

Alrnon English M. M. H a l l  

John Shel ton  J. Barnhart  

F. N.  Willcox D. W. Mingos, MD 

C. A. Willcox J. S. Campbell 

E. A. Cole Rex Heverly 

S. S. Ormsby Clar inda Nichols 

W. W.  Magee G. P. Al len  

J. W. Willcox E. S. Campbell 

Morris Kellogg H. A. Smith 

C. H. Planck MD William Allen 
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A. Heverly  James M. Wil lcox  

J. W. Miller S. W. Chapman 

J. C. Fowler E .  S.  S t u r d e v a n t  

B. W. Wilcox A d e i a l  Lee 

George Ripking Mahala Smith  

F. P. Corcoran H.  W .  Hever ly  

Wells Wilcox C a t h e r i n e  Ladd 

George Corbin 

N. Hart 

Eradferd Ceunty SS 

S.  D. S t e r e g e r e  b e i n g  d u l y  sworn a c c o r d i n g  t o  law s a y s  t h a t  t h e  f o r e g o i n g  

p e t i t i o n  f o r  t h e  i n c o r p o r a t i o n  o f  t h e  Borough of  New Albany c o n t a i n s  t h e  s igna-  

t u r e s  of a m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  r e s i d e n t  f r e e h o l d e r s  o f  t h e  s a i d  proposed Borough 

and t h a t  t h e  same were  s i g n e d  w i t h i n  t h e  p a s t  t h r e e  months. 

S. D. Sterigers 

Sworn and Subscr ibed  b e f o r e  me 

t h i s  twenty- th i rd  day o f  August 

A.  D. 1879. 

A .  Heverly ,  J. P. 

To t h e  Honorable P .  D. Morrow P r e s ' t  Judge o f  t h e  Court  o f  Quar te r  S e s s i o n s  

of t h e  Peach o f  t h e  County of Bradford-- 

The unders igned  owners of r e a l  e s t a t e  s i t u a t e d  w i t h i n  t h e  l i m i t  o f  s a i d  

contemplated Borough b u t  n o t  r e s i d e n t s  t h e r e o f  r e s p e c t f u l l y  represen t - -  

That w e  have c a r e f u l l y  cons idered  t h e  b e n e f i t s  t h a t  w i l l  a c c r u e  t o  t h e  

r e s i d e n t s  and p r o p e r t y  h o l d e r s  i n  s a i d  v i l l a g e  by such i n c o r p o r a t i o n  and t h e r e -  

f o r e  do hereby j o i n  i n  a s k i n g  t h a t  t h e  p r a y e r  of s a i d  r e s i d e n t s  be  g r a n t e d  and 

we w i l l  e v e r  p ray ,  e t c .  

A.  S t e r i g e r e  A .  L .  Cranmer 

John Murphy E.  Over ton,  Jr. 

Freeman Sweet 

I n  t h e  Mat te r  o f  t h e  I n c o r p o r a t i o n  o f  t h e  Borough of  New Albany P e t i t i o n  

And now t o  w i t h  S e p t .  4 ,  1879 a  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  Grand J u r y  a f t e r  a f u l l  

i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o f  t h e  c a s e  found t h a t  t h e  c o n d i t i o n s  p r e s c r i b e d  by t h e  Act of 

Assembly have been complied w i t h  and b e l i e v e  t h a t  i t  i s  e x p e d i e n t  t o  growth 

t h e  p r a y e r  of t h e  p e t i t i o n e r s .  

And now t o  w i t h  Dec. 2 ,  1879 on mot ion o f  0 .  C .  Drake,  Court  conf i rms  t h e  

17 



judgement of t h e  Grand Jury and d i r e c t  the  p e t i t i o n  t o  be recorded i n  t h e  o f f i c e  

of t h e  Recorder of s a i d  County. 

By the  Court 

Lis ted  i n  o r i g i n a l  survey of town f o r  c h a r t e r ,  1879 

P; P; Corcoran's Store 

Leroy Heverly 

M. M. Corson's Store  

S. D. S t e r i g e r e  Store  

S. D. S t e r i g e r e  Grain House 

S. D. ~ t e r i g e r e  Shed 

A. L. Smith Harness Shop 

D. C. Hal l  

J. W. Wilcox Hotel 

D r .  C. Plank 

W. W.  Magee 

E. S. ~ t u r d e v a n t ' s  Carriage Shop 

Mrs. James Allen Store  Building 

Charley Allen Balcksmith Shop 

Reuben Reinbolt 

Johnson's Grocery 

James Sul l ivan 

John Campbell, house 

A. M. E s t e l l e  

D. W .  Harshbarger 

John Allen 

Catherine Ladd's house 

E. Overton 

James H. Lewis 

Alex English 

A. Heverly 

Widow Burdick house 

B . Jones 

A. C. Benjamin 

F. N. Wilcox house 

M. 3. Cslllns hausi 

Hested house 

G. P. Al len ' s  Blacksmith Shop 

G. P. Allen house 

A. E. Davis house 

R. S. Saben 

Wm. Bahr 

Wm. Benjamin 

A. S te r ige re  

B. W. Wilcox 

W .  Wilcox s tone  house 

J. S. Barber 

F. C. P l a t t  

Chas. Brink 

Mrs. Jan Van Dyke 

Susan Sharp 

Margaret Schultz 

Depot 

G. W. Nichols 

J. W. Sax 

Hubler 's M i l l  

A. B .  Hubler 

G.  W .  Plumber 

Mrs. McConnels barn 

Wm. Pepper 

John Miller s t a b l e  

Parsonage M. E. Church 

E. A. Cole 

Hilemans 

Church, Methodist 

Bridge over Beaver Meadow Creek 
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From old ordinance book: New Albany Borough 

Aug., 1881--No person shall wantonly and willfully girdle, cut down, destroy 

or otherwise injure any fruit, ornamental or shade tree or shrub in said borough. 

If any animal be found tied or fastened to any of the ornamental or shade trees 

in said borough, constable shall seize and remove each horse or other animal and 

hold same until fee of $1 shall be paid by owners or person claiming same. 

1889--No ball playing, quoit pitching or snow balling shall be permitted in 

any of the public streets-$1 penalty first offence, $5 thereafter. Firie of $1 

if any person shall fly any kite or kites within streets of the borough. 

W 8  bfeed i f ig  af horses In the streets. 

Dec. 14, 1893--Under ordinances of preservation of Public Health-In borough 

limit. Shall be duty of occupant of every house each and every year, in the 

month of May, to clean the cellar of all dirt, vegetable and other impure matter 

calculate to engender disease and to cause them to be thoroughly white washed 

with fresh lime. 

No dead body shall be exhumed and removed between the months of May and 

Oetaber iaelusTve and no person dead from small pox shall ever be exhumed and 

removed. 

October 6, 1919--Ordinance providing a corporate seal for the Borough. -- 
Circular in form with the words "The Borough of New Albany, Pennsylvania arrang- 

ed in form of a circle around the outer edge and the words "Corporate SEAL" 

across center. 

In 1881, J. W. Wilcox was Burgess, C. H. Planck, Sec'y of Borough. 

Sept. 30, 1889, 0. D. Campbell-Burgess, W. F. Harshberger Sec'y. And 

voting at the meeting: E. J. Billings, A. English, A. M. Estelle, G. W. Heverly, 

D. W. Harshberger and E. S. Keeler. 

1896, R. S. Wilcox-Burgess and J. M. Molyneaux-Sec'y. 

1893, A. B. Hubler-Burgess, and Ray S. Wilcox, Sec'y. 

Aug. 12, 1904, R. L. Taylor-Burgess, 0. C. Cranmer, Sec'y. Council: J. K. 

Silvara, C. L. Platt, H. Norton, G. H. Terry, F. P. Corcoran. 

1938, President of council-Ivan Hugo, C. H. Cranmer-Burgess. 

1944, Joseph McIntire-Burgess, Ivan Hugo-President of Council, Leland 

Estelle-Sec'y. Members: Robert Browning, Ralph Streby, Lewis Palmer, Dr. A. 

J. Bird, Ray Miller and Richard Norton. 

1966, Daniel A. Dunham-President of Council, Jay H. Campbell-Mayor, G. B. 

Johnston-Sec'y. 19 



1980 New Albany Boro Council: Mayor, Bruce Thal l ;  P re s iden t ,  Howard Hoffman - 
Vice P res iden t ,  Ivan Hugo; Howard Hugo, G. B i l l y  Johnston,  Burton Manley, Robert 

Hugo, Ben Le l j eda l ;  Sec re t a ry ,  Esther  Keeney. 

* May of 1902, Bradford Co. Telephone Co. t o  begin c o n s t r u c t i o n  of te lephone 

system 5n the berough, Not t o  s x ~ e s d  $ 3 2  per year fer business or $20 for rssi= 

dence. Free l o c a l  s e r v i c e  was t o  be e rec t ed  and maintained on te lephone a t  

counci l  rooms. Franchise s h a l l  e x p i r e  i n  50 y r .  

Ray S. Wilcox, Burgess; H. R. Vanloon, Pres .  Council;  0. C. Cranmer, Sec'y.  

Bradford Co. Telephone Co. o f f i c e r s :  Chas. L. Tracey, Pres.--Henry C. 

P o r t e r ,  Vice Bres. --Eeo T. fngham, ~ec 'y- -E .  B. McKee, Treasurer--S . C. Thayer , 
General Manager, o f f i c e  i n  Towanda, Pa. 

* Two companies opera ted  i n  t h e  borough around t h e  t u r n  of t h e  century ,  one 

be ing  t h e  Independent Telephone Co. wi th  exchange operated by and i n  t h e  home 

of M r s .  C. R. Sadler  l oca t ed  next  t o  E s t e l l ' s  Barber Shop. The o t h e r  company 

was s i t u a t e d  i n  the rear of Ray Wilcox's drugs tore .  One of the f i r s t  subscr ib-  

e r s  r e c a l l s  t h a t  t h e  r a t e  w a s  $9 p e r  year, 

More about t h e  four  events  t h a t  l e d  t o  t h e  development of Albany 

1. The bu i ld ing  of t h e  Berwick and Tioga Turnpike, 1818-19: (Route 220). 

The Berwick tu rnp ike  was b u i l t  by a cha r t e r ed  company. It began a mi le  

from Berwick, Pa . ,  and r an  t o  t h e  S t a t e  l i n e ,  and hence was known a s  t h e  "Berwick 

and Tioga Turnpike". Andrew Shiner ,  a Quaker, had con t r ac t ed  t o  b u i l d  t h e  road 

over t h e  North mountain, i n  1817; and having completed t h i s ,  he con t r ac t ed  t o  

b u i l d  f o r t y  m i l e s  f u r t h e r ,  a t  t h e  r a t e  of  $1,150 per  mile ,  wi th  e x t r a  pay f o r  

t h e  b r idges ,  and t o  t ake  h a l f  h i s  pay i n  land ,  a t  $2 per  ac re .  He sub-let  t h e  

job i n  s e c t i o n s  t o  p a r t i e s ,  a s  would s u i t  t h e i r  convenience. Those who had sub- 

c o n t r a c t s ,  beginning a t  t h e  n o r t h  of t h e  township were: Freemen and S h e f f i e l d  

Wilcox, twa and one-half mi les ;  Daniel M i l l e r ,  one m i l e ;  William M i l l e r ,  one- 

ha l f  mile;  Shadrach Mi l l e r ,  one-half mi le ;  Mathias Vanloon, one m i l e ;  John 

Fogerty,  one mile .  

The road was cons t ruc ted  through Albany township i n  1818-19. The turnpike  

was pro jec ted  by those  who had l a r g e  bodies  of l and ,  f o r  t h e  purpose of opening 

t h e i r  l ands  t o  t h e  s e t t l e r s .  The S t a t e  made a g ran t  of $575.00 worth of land 

a t  two d o l l a r s  per  a c r e ,  per  mi le  of road, t o  t h e  company, which was j u s t  ha l f  

t h e  c o n t r a c t  p r i c e  of bu i ld ing  t h e  same. 
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The sub-contractors  took jobs  upon t h e  road a t  e i g h t  hundred d o l l a r s  per  

mile ,  and were t o  t a k e  one-half t h e i r  pay i n  l and  a t  $4 pe r  ac re .  By t h i s  means 

many of t h e  settlers secured t h e i r  farms, and had money t o  expend i n  making im-  

provements, e r e c t i n g  m i l l s ,  e t c .  Others  a l s o  came i n  and worked upon t h e  turn- 

pike, and remained a f t e r  i ts  completion. A thoroughfare being e s t ab l i shed ,  

Albany was a n  a c c e s s i b l e  po in t ,  and a l a r g e  number of settlers came a s  a r e s u l t .  

The road w a s  a cons t an t  expense and annoyance. Many ob jec t ed  t o  paying 

t h e i r  t o l l ,  and would t e a r  down t h e  ga t e s ,  and o therwise  commit depreda t ions .  

Accordingly t h e  company f o r f e i t e d  t h e i r  c h a r t e r ,  and f i n a l l y  abandoned t h e  en t e r -  

p r i s e  about September, 1847, s i n c e  which time i t  has been a p u b l i c  road. 

2 .  Establishment of a n  oa r  f a c t o r y ,  1854. 

An o a r  and handle f a c t o r y  a t  New Albany was e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  1854 by I. L. 

Quinby, of Wayne County, Pa . .  H e  purchased white  ash timber i n  l a r g e  q u a n t i t i e s  

paying t h e  cash,  o r  i n  g r a i n  o r  goods out  of h i s  s t o r e .  H i s  es tab l i shment  em- 

ployed from twenty t o  t h i r t y  men and boys, who other-wise would have been o u t  of 

employment. The t i m e s  were hard,  and t h e r e  w a s  no work, o r  anyth ing  which t h e  

people could conver t  i n t o  money. Quinby w a s  a god-send t o  Albany i n  '54 and 

'55, and i n  t h e  words of another ,  "he f ed  t h e  people,  and kept  them from s ta rv-  

ing." H i s  e n t e r p r i s e  gave t h e  people employment, brought money t o  t h e  town, 

induced emigrat ion,  encouraged t h e  settlers, and consequently made homes happy, 

and d id  much t o  develop t h e  country.  Unfortunately,  M r .  Quinby had t o  draw 

t h e  a r t i c l e s  of h i s  manufacture t o  Waverly, N. Y . ,  b e fo re  they  could be shipped, 
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3. Return of t h e  Boys i n  Blue i n  1865. 

The r e t u r n  of t h e  boys i n  b lue ,  brought back a l o t  of sober-minded men, who 

went t o  work e a r n e s t l y ,  and inves ted  i n  farms, t h e  money which they  had so dea r ly  
3 

earned. They had learned  t o  a p p r e c i a t e  a home, f r o m , t h e i r  many hardships ,  and 

s u f f e r i n g s ,  and each s t r o v e  t o  have a c o t t a g e  of h i s  own. The times were good, 

and a l l  got a long  n i c e l y .  Albany's most progress ive  e r a ,  i n  every department,  



d a t e s  from t h e  c l o s e  of t h e  C i v i l  War. 

The l o y a l t y  t h a t  was shown by "old Albany" i n  t h e  dark  days of disunion 

was only  equal led  by Armenia; whi le  Hatch H i l l  must be regarded a s  t h e  banner 

d i s t r i c t  of Bradford County. 

This  school  d i s t r i c t  furn ished  twenty-eight s o l d i e r s ,  every a v a i l a b l e  man, 

o r  a l l  but  one, and more than  i t  had v o t e r s .  Of t h i s  number, n i n e  d i ed  whi le  

i n  t h e i r  count ry ' s  s e r v i c e ,  and s i x  o t h e r s  were wounded. 

I n  1860 t h e  vo t ing  popula t ion  of Albany w a s  210, t h e  town f u r n i s h i n g  one 

hundred and ninety-one men dur ing  t h e  war. 

The Albany boys were among t h e  b raves t  and t r u e s t  t h a t  wore t h e  Blue. Upon 

many battle fields they did their flag honor and covered themselves with glory, 

always l eav ing  some of t h e i r  number wi th  t h e  dead o r  wounded. 

Others  met w i th  a sadder f a t e ,  and s u f f e r e d  unto dea th  t h e  c r u e l t i e s  of 

r e b e l  p r i sons .  The sacred  remains of a s co re  of  those  g a l l a n t  boys, l i e  bleach- 

ing  i n  southern  s o i l ,  whi le  o t h e r s  come back maimed, o r  on ly  t o  d i e  of wounds 

o r  d i sease .  

"During t h e  Civi l  War, t h e r e  were no t  men enough l e f t  i n  t h e  township t o  

do t h e  haying and ha rves t ing .  The a s s i s t a n c e  of t h e  women w a s  necessary ,  and 

they not  on ly  d id  t h e  l i g h t e r  work, but  even used t h e  f o r k  and scythe ."  A t  t he  

time of t h e  l a s t  d r a f t ,  t h e r e  were only t h r e e  men i n  Albany t h a t  were sub jec t  

t o  t h e  same. These men were Por t  Wilcox, George Mi l l e r  and Agustus S t e r i g e r e .  

A l l  t h e  r e s t  were i n  t h e  s e r v i c e  o r  ou t  by age, o r  on account of phys ica l  d i s -  

a b i l i t i e s ,  on ly  a few having paid a bounty. 



4 .  The cons t ruc t ion  of t h e  S t a t e  Line and S u l l i v a n  Rai l road ,  1865- 

This  r a i l r o a d  through Albany, gave employment t o  t h e  l abo r ing  c l a s s e s  and 

made a home market f o r  a cons iderable  q u a n t i t y  of t h e  f r u i t s  of t h e  farm. Upon 

t h e  completion of t h e  road, Albany was brought nea re r  t h e  markets,  wi th  quicker  

s a l e s  and b e t t e r  p r i c e s  f o r  h e r  produce. Lumbering a t  once became a n  important 

i ndus t ry ,  and has brought much money t o  t h e  town. 

"November 26,  1867 marked t h e  opening of f r e i g h t  and passenger  s e r v i c e  

through New Albany between Wilkes-Barre and Towanda. It was t r u l y  a g r e a t  day. 

V i l l age r s  l i n e d  t h e  t r a c k s  on t h e  approaches t o  t h i s  l i t t l e  town a s  t h e  t r a i n  

chugged i t ' s  way a lone  the winding road. Hay, a p p h s ,  f l o u r ,  buckwheat f l o u r ,  

was shipped from New Albany i n  g r e a t  q u a n t i t i e s .  Passenger s e r v i c e  ended Nov. 1, 

1933. A l l  bu t  memories came t o  an  end." (This s ta tement  made by an  e l d e r l y  

woman s e v e r a l  yea r s  ago.) 

Many app le s  were shipped from New Albany. Around t h e  a r e a  o l d  orchards  

are s t i l l  very much i n  evidence. The Corcoran orchard ,  one of t h e  b igges t ,  w a s  

l oca t ed  where t h e  Lyle Wilcox home now s t ands .  M r .  Corcoran had 3,000 bea r ing  

t rees.  The bui lding that nsw hsuses t h e  Hugo Feed M i l l  w a s  o r i g i n a l l y  b u i l t  

for apple  s to rage ,  a s  w a s  t h e  o l d  machine shop bu i ld ing ,  behind t h e  B a p t i s t  - 7r 
Church. 



Rynveld Corporation 

A fifth event should be added to the list of things that helped the 

economy of New Albany. That is the arrival of the Rynveld Wreath Co. in 1946. 

What started out in one building (the Floyd Norton place), has grown much over 

the years and now encompasses mamy buildings, with expansion still going on. A 

disastrous fire in 1956 destroyed three buildings, but the townspeople got to- 

gether and helped so the operation could continue in New Albany. Another fire 

in 1959, destroyed another building but the company continued and has made New 

Albany the Wreath Capital of the World. One cannot help but feel pride, while 

shopping in some far away part of the country, seeing a beautiful display of 

the home €own products. 

The Rynveld Corp. has added much to the prosperity of the area by employing 

local workers, as well as those within a radius of thirty miles. 





Mills 

Daniel Mi l l e r  found t h e  "millcrank" and "rag-wheel" which t h e  French had 

used i n  t h e i r  m i l l  and wi th  t h i s  much important  gearing,  he conceived t h e  idea  

of e r e c t i n g  a saw-mill, and as soon a s  he could a f f o r d  i t ,  he b u i l t  h i s  m i l l  

on t h e  very s i te  of t h e  French m i l l .  Subsequently he b u i l t  a second, and b e t t e r  

m i l l  a l i t t l e  below t h e  o r i g i n a l  one, which he opera ted  f o r  a number of  yea r s .  

He b u i l t  a t h i r d  m i l l  on t h e  oppos i t e  s i d e  of  t h e  c reek .  Af t e r  he  could saw ou t  

lumber, he pu t  up a g r i s t - m i l l  w i th  one run s tone ,  on t h e  same ground l a t e r  occ 

occupied by Ralph Steven ' s  m i l l .  M r .  Mi l l e r  had e a r l i e r  e r e c t e d  a l o g  house on 

t h e  l i t t l e  k n o l l  oppos i t e  t h e  church i n  Laddsburg. H i s  f i r s t  m i l l  was b u i l t  i n  

1809 sf 1810. 

John Campbell, f a t h e r  of Jay  Campbell who was a mi l lwr ight  by t r a d e ,  f i r s t  

b u i l t  a m i l l  a t  Campbellsvi l le .  Then he moved t o  South Branch and l a t e r  owned 

the  Fawcett m i l l  i n  Kellogg Hollow, (near  John Robinson's).  This  burned and 

was r e b u i l t  by Campbell and Wells. 

M r .  Larrabee had a m i l l  on t h e  c reek  on t h e  former C. W. Slocum proper ty .  

And a t  one time t h e r e  was a m i l l  on t h e  Raymond Lee proper ty  below t h e  r a i l r o a d  

b r i dge .  

A M r .  Waltman had a m i l l  on a small creek  toward Hatch H i l l .  

On Hatch H i l l ,  m i l l s  were loca t ed  on t h e  Les t e r  Slocum proper ty  and one 

was owned by M r .  Saxe, l oca t ed  near  t h e  sp r ings  which f u r n i s h  New Albany i t ' s  

water.  Charles  Wiles proper ty  w a s  t h e  l o c a t i o n  of a m i l l  y ea r s  ago too.  

Chris topher  Columbus Wood had a p lan ing  m i l l  and c r a t e  f a c t o r y  on t h e  D r .  Bird 

land. There was a p lan ing  m i l l  opera ted  by Spice Sabin on Route 220 on t h e  fo r -  

mer Jay  Campbell p roper ty .  There was a t i e  p lug  m i l l  opera ted  by James Haman 

and Charles  Corcoran near  t h e  p re sen t  Robert Browning home. Orin Ackley had a 

m i l l  f o r  making broom handles  and f l a g  s t i c k s ,  e t c . ,  somewhere near  where Robert 

Manahan now l i v e s .  On t h e  Lincoln Via l  proper ty  S. P. Corcoran operated a saw 

m i l l .  Pay was 3 5 ~  f o r  a 10  hour day p i l i n g  sawdust. Those who p i l e d  t h e  wood 

made 5 0 ~  f o r  a 10  hour day. McNeals had a m i l l  on t h e  creek i n  t h e  a r e a  of 

Hazel Jayne 's .  M r .  McNeal l a t e r  b u i l t  t h e  house where Jikm Haman l i v e s .  The 

Hubler m i l l  was loca t ed  near  t h e  o l d  machine shop, Larry Epler  now owns t h e  

land.  This p a r t  of t h e  country produced sheep i n  cons ide rab le  quani ty  about 

1850 so a s  a n a t u r a l  sequence, New Albany had t h e  Hubler Carding M i l l  i n  con- 

junc t ion  with t h e  Hubler Feed M i l l .  A saw m i l l  was on t h e  c reek  near  t h e  

Johnston 's  f l a t s ,  b u i l t  by Ladd and l a t e r  owned by Wilcox. Frank Mynard had t h e  
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m i l l  near  t h e  r a i l r o a d  s t a t i o n ,  now owned'by Ivan Hugo. Thad Kelder and Son 

had feed m i l l  where Rynveld's o f f i c e s  a r e  l oca t ed ,  l a t e r  was owned by Wil lard 

Dodge. Of a l l  t h e  m i l l s ,  one remains-Ivan Hugo's. 

Jeremiah Blackman engaged i n  farming, blacksmithing,  lumbering, h o t e l  keep- 

ing ,  a l s o  had a grocery and a d i s t i l l e r y  a t  South Branch. H i s  Account book f o r  

t h e  yea r s  1826 t o  1841 has  been saved by t h e  family. It is  a h i s t o r y  book i n  

i t s e l f  w i th  t h e  pioneer  names of Monroeton as w e l l  as New Albany l i s t e d .  Some 

of t h e  f a m i l i a r  names i n  New Albany a r e :  Moses M i l l e r ,  James Lee, John Fogerty,  

Frsemar! wil~olt.~ Da_r!lle_l IIeverly, Da_niel Miller, Dyct: Qmsky, David Sabin, R ~ b e r t  

P o t t e r ,  S h e f f i e l d  Wilcox, Rowland Wilcox, John Nichols ,  Simeon Chapman, and 

Elezer  Sweet. 

Some of t h e  s e r v i c e s  and goods so ld :  

Shoeing oxen, $1 S e t t i n g  shoes on horse  $ .25 

Leather t o  t a p  boots  $ .18 1 ga l .  whiskey $ .50 

Making sp ikes  $ .38 2 l b .  b u t t e r  $ .87% 

1 Plow $4.00 2 bushelppotatoes $1.25 

Making cant  hook $ .50 Making wagon box $ .50 

Use of wagon t o  New Albany $ .50 3 window panes c u t  $1.12% 

1 broom $ .25 Hooping t e a k e t t l e  $ .38 

100 l b .  beef $5 1 hog-weight, 141 l b .  $9.87 

Carrying husband 61 wife  t o  f u n e r a l  $1 Bushel wheat $1 

9 l b .  s a l t  $ .18 Bushel corn  $ .37$ 

2% yds. tow c l o t h  $ .56 1 p t .  whiskey $ .06 

5 l b  mutton $ .25 

* * * * * * *  

Review of 1879: March 8, t e r r i f i c  thunder-storm dur ing  which many bu i ld ings  

i n  t h e  country were s t r u c k  by l i g h t n i n g  and burned. May c losed  wi th  a tempera- 

t u r e  of 94 and June opened wi th  a temperature of 95 i n  t h e  shade. According t o  

Adventist  p red ic t ion ,  J u l y  11 w a s  t o  have witnessed t h e  end of a l l  t h i n g s  t e r r e s -  

t r i a l .  A drought p reva i l ed  throughout t h e  country from August till t h e  f o r e  p a r t  

o f  November; we l l s ,  s p r i n g s  and smal le r  streams d r i e d  up and t h e  Susquehanna 

r i v e r  was never known t o  have been so low. September 16,  r i v e r  br idge  a t  Towanda 

opened t o  t h e  pub l i c  a s  a f r e e  br idge.  Notable l a r g e  number of f i r e s  i n  t h e  

county from dry  cond i t i ons  and incendiar ism.  





The New Albany Methodist Church is one of  t h e  o l d e s t  i n  t h e  county. A s  

e a r l y  as 1807, meetings w e r e  he ld  i n  t h e  home of  Mrs. Freeman Wilcox, t h e  f i r s t  

member of t h e  Methodist Episcopal Socie ty  i n  New Albany. Rev. E l i sha  Cole occa- 

s i o n a l l y  came from Monroe t o  preach i n  t h e  home, whi le  i n  1811, Rev. William 

P ie rce ,  a c i r c u i t  r i d e r  from Monroe, s t a r t e d  r e g u l a r  s e r v i c e s .  Meetings were 

then he ld  i n  t h e  school  house u n t i l  1869, when t h e  p re sen t  church b u i l d i n g  w a s  

e rec ted .  The l e f t  wing w a s  added i n  1919. The ad jo in ing  parsonage w a s  b u i l t  

i n  1901. 

The New Albany B a p t i s t  Church, founded i n  1846, became o f f i c i a l l y  organi-  

zed i n  1848, and w a s  known as t h e  "Bapt i s t  Church of C h r i s t  i n  Cherry." P r i o r  

t o  t h a t  time Church services were held  throughout t h e  township by t r a v e l i n g  and 

v i s i t i n g  m i n i s t e r s .  These s e r v i c e s  were he ld  i n  t h e  township schools  once a 

month between 1824 and 1846. This  system provided r e s i d e n t s  i n  most every a rea  

with a n  oppor tuni ty  t o  a t t e n d  r e l i g i o u s  s e r v i c e s  a t  l e a s t  once a month. The 

f i r s t  known p reache r s  were Rev. Davis Dimmock of Elder  Lake, William McKown and 

William Lai thrope .  These t h r e e  men were l a r g e l y  r e spons ib l e  f o r  t h e  founding 

of t h e  B a p t i s t  Church i n  t h i s  s e c t i o n  of t h e  county. The name Albany B a p t i s t  

Church became o f f i c i a l  i n  1879 when fo l lowers  of t h i s  f a i t h  s e t t l e d  i n  New 

Albany us ing  t h e  I.O.O.F. h a l l  f o r  s e r v i c e s  u n t i l  1883 when t h e  f i r s t  church was 

b u i l t  a t  a c o s t  of $2,300. Rev. Benjamin Jones l e d  t h e  movement a t  t h i s  t ime,  

being an  outs tanding  c i v i c  l eade r .  The church w a s  remodeled i n  1921. The par- 

sonage was cons t ruc ted  i n  1910. 

Now t h e  churches a r e  combined, meeting p a r t  of t h e  year  i n  one church and 

t h e  r e s t  of t h e  year  i n  t h e  o t h e r .  The p a r i s h  i s  under t h e  l eade r sh ip  of Rev. 

Mathew Verghese. 

The C h r i s t i a n  Church a t  Evergreen has  a very  a c t i v e  congregat ion w i t h  t h e  

Rev. Lawrence Thomas, a s  t h e  min i s t e r .  Recently a b e a u t i f u l  new church was 

b u i l t  f o r  worship s e r v i c e s .  

The Laddsburg church has been reorganized and remodeled under t h e  d i r ec -  

t i o n  of Rev. Samuel Jordan. 

Community Library  

The New Albany Community Club purchased t h e  b u i l d i n g  on t h e  corner  of 

Fawcett Avenue and Front S t r e e t  f o r  t h e  l i b r a r y .  

When New Albany Women's Community Club w a s  organized i n  1921, one of t h e  

primary o b j e c t i v e s  was a community l i b r a r y .  For many y e a r s  t h e  c lub  sponsored 
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the State Lendin g Library. 

In 1955, the Guild Girls of the Baptist Church, under the leadership of 

Mrs. Ivan Waltman, started a community library. Miss Mary J. Dunham, now Mrs. 

Edward Peachy, organized the library as her college community project under the 

direction of Miss Dawes Markwell of the County Library. In late years the 

library has received many books on varied subjects, in memory of local residents. 

The Bradford-Wyoming Bookmobile makes a visit about every six weeks and almost 

any book wanted can be borrowed. 





The f i r s t  school  house w a s  a one s t o r y  l o g  house 1 8  X 21 f e e t .  It w a s  

b u i l t  a t  Campbells m i l l  i n  1813-14. Campbells g r i s t  m i l l  was loca t ed  on what 

is now t h e  John Robinson proper ty .  The school  w a s  b u i l t  by a willow tree, t h e  

stump of which s t i l l  s t a n d s  by h i s  house. The s e a t s  were made of  s l a b s  on l e g s .  

This  was t h e  f i r s t  p l a c e  of  l e a r n i n g  i n  t h e  township. 

The f i r s t  schools  were n i g h t  schools .  The f i r s t  t eacher  i n  our  schools  

was Anna Luce and one of t h e  f i r s t  p u p i l s  w a s  C h a r l o t t e  Ormsby. Amasa Kellogg 

and Hannah Mosier taught  i n  1813-14. A summer term of  school  was he ld  i n  1819 

i n  t h e  Freeman Wilcox farm a t  Wilcox S t a t i o n  o r  what is  now known a s  Stevenson. 

Pa r t  of t h i s  barn i s  s t i l l  s tanding  nea r  t h e  l i t t l e  cemetery by Cleve Bender's 

home. The f l o o r  of t h i s  barn was made of  hand hewed plank which probably 

accounts f o r  i t s  p re se rva t ion .  

I n  1821 a second l o g  school  house was b u i l t  on t h e  oppos i t e  s i d e  of t h e  

road on t h e  t runp ike  near  E l l en  S c o t t ' s  home. La te r  another  bu i ld ing  was added 

and t h e s e  were known as t h e  "Acadamy". It furn ished  a h igher  l e a r n i n g  than  t h e  

grades.  

The f i r s t  frame school  house w a s  b u i l t  i n  1830-35, i n  t h e  r av ine  by 

Holcombs and was known a s  t h e  Campbells school.  Its f i r s t  t eache r s  were Moses 

Kellogg and David Goodwin. A t  t h a t  t i m e  a l l  t h e  schools  were i n  t h e  township. 

We had one i n  Laddsburg known a s  Brown's School,  one a t  Wilcox's S t a t i o n  o r  

Stevenson, one a t  Evergreen and a l s o  t h e  Bahr School a t  M i l l e r ' s .  

The f i r s t  borough school  was he ld  i n  t h e  I.O.O.F. h a l l ,  where church was 

a l s o  he ld .  The l a s t  year school  was he ld  i n  t h e  h a l l  was i n  1886. 

Because t h e  New Albany Grade School was b u i l t  i n  t h a t  yea r ,  t h e  f a l l  term 

was he ld  i n  t h e  two downstairs  rooms, t h e  u p s t a i r s  no t  being completed. The 

Grade School d id  not  have t h e  e n t r y  way nor  t h e  b e l l  tower then.  The borough 

promised t o  b u i l d  t hese  i f  t h e  p u p i l s  r a i s e d  enough money t o  buy t h e  b e l l .  

This was done by holding a pageant f o r  t h r e e  n i g h t s  i n  t h e  up stair.^ of Murphy's 

Hotel ,  now t h e  Shady Nook. When t h e  e n t r y  way and tower were added, t h e  up- 

s t a i r s  was f loo red  a l s o  and used a s  a playroom and r e c r e a t i o n  h a l l ,  A s  t h e  

enrollment increased  more room was needed and a t h i r d  room was f i n i s h e d  and 

then a fou r th .  J a r i u s  Thayer was t h e  f i r s t  t eache r  t o  t each  t h e  f i f t h  and 

s i x t h ,  seventh and e i g h t h  grades i n  t h e  new bu i ld ing .  

The grade school  was used f o r  both grades and h igh  school .  More room w 8 s  

needed so t h e  Burch Hotel  which s tood where t h e  bank and Slocum apartments  a r e  

loca ted  was ren ted  and enother  t eache r  added t o  t ake  c a r e  of t h e  high school  
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stude ~ n t s .  Domestic S c ience  was f i r  .n t rodu .ced and t aught i n  t h e  school  i n  t h e  

Burch Hotel .  Baske tba l l  games were played i n  t h e  h a l l  i n  t h e  grove and i n  t h e  

rooms over  t h e  Campbell HArdware S to re ,  which i s  now L e l j e d a l ' s  Hardware. 

The new J o i n t  Vocational High School and Consolidated school  was organized 

i n  1920, and was made p o s s i b l e  by an agreement between t h e  school  d i s t r i c t s  of 

f i bany  township and New f ibany  borough and t h e  s t a t e  of  Penna. Whereby s e v e r a l  

of t h e  townships r u r a l  schools  were c losed  and t h e  c h i l d r e n  were t r anspor t ed  t o  

a c e n t r a l  bu i ld ing  i n  t h e  New Albany borough. 

In  1925 t h e  high school  bu i ld ing  was cons t ruc ted  and t h e  s tandards  of t h e  

high school  was r a i s e d  t o  f i r s t  c l a s s  and made a voca t iona l  h igh  school .  Under 

t h i s  p lan  t h e  voca t iona l  course  w a s  compulsary f o r  t h e  9 th  and 1 0 t h  grades.  I n  

t he  jun io r  and s e n i o r  yea r s  t h e  s tuden t  could cont inue  t h e  v a c a t i o n a l  course o r  

t ake  t h e  academic course.  

Up t o  t h i s  t ime t h e  grade school  b u i l d i n g  had served a s  both schools  wi th  

e i g h t  grades i n  t h e  downstairs  and t h e  high school  i n  t h e  u p s t a i r s  and t h e  

upper f l o o r  of t h e  Burch h o t e l .  

I n  t h e  1930's t h e  b o i l e r  room was enlarged.  The Ag. room was enlarged and 

remodeled and then t h e  gym., w a s  enlarged so  i t  became t h e  audi tor ium and gym. 

combined. Sidewalks were b u i l t  by t h e  ag.  dept .  i n  1930-1931. An a d d i t i o n  t o  

t he  school grounds w a s  bought i n  1931-1932. 

In  1934 sen io r  s tuden t s  from Lopez came t o  New Albany schqol  t o  complete 

t h e i r  s en io r  years .  Lopez had only  a t h r e e  year  high school .  These s tuden t s  

were grads of N. A. h igh school  from 1934 t o  1938 when they  were t r a n s f e r r e d  

t o  Dushore high school.  

I n  J u l y ,  1953, t h e  New Albany j o i n t  school  d i s t r i c t  became a p a r t  of t h e  

Wyalusing Valley J o i n t  school  d i s t r i c t .  The l a s t  graduat ing c l a s s  from New 

Albany was t h e  c l a s s  of 1954-1955 wi th  t h e  s t a r t  of t h e  '55-'56 school  term 

a l l  pup i l s  i n  t h e  7 t h  t o  12 th  grades a r e  t r anspor t ed  t o  Wyalusing t o  complete 

t h e i r  educat ion.  

The o ld  grade school  bu i ld ing  was so ld  and t o r n  down. The grade school  

was moved t o  t h e  high school.  P lans  f o r  t h e  new elementary school  were s t a r t e d  

i n  1958 a f t e r  t h e  h igh  school  bu i ld ing  was dec lared  unsafe and a f i r e  hazard. 

Construct ion was s t a r t e d  i n  t h e  new school  b u i l d i n g  J u l y  1, 1961 and t h e  

new school was occupied i n  Dec., 1961. 

The o l d  high school  was so ld  a t  a u c t i o n  t o  Herman Rynveld corp. where i t  

i s  now used f o r  a warehouse. 
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The Pageant 

This is the program that was presented to raise money for the school bell 

mentioned in the previous article. 

The Entertainment 

The entertainment given by the New Albany Graded School last Friday even- 

ing was marked with such a degree of success that it was repeated Saturday 

evening. The gross receipts of the two evenings were about $36. The program 

was carried out as advertised, and each number deserves special mention. 

Program 

"Jerusha Dow's Family Albumf'--Sumyra Molyneux. 

Tableau--"The Reaper and the Flowers." Ruby Norton, Addie Schultze, 

Ollie Molyneux, Edna Wilcox. 

Song--"The Gypsy Countess."--Hila Campbell and Allen Mott. 

Dialogue--"When I was a Bachelor."--Frank Fawcett and Addie Schultze. 

Drum Major Drill. 

Song--"Some Day I'll Wander Back Again."--Mary ~Lster. 

Dialogue--"The Train To Mauro."--John Murphy, Myra Wilcox, Pual 

Corcoran. 

Tableau--"Cinderell"--Hila Campbell, Bessie Wilcox, Emma Conley, 

Paul Corcoran. 

Recitation--"When Death Bed of Benedict Arnold."--Eleanor E. Newell. 

Quintet--"When My Love and I First Metw--Rush Davis, S. I. Estelle, 

Arthur Fiske, Artem, Waltman, Allan Mott. 

Good Night Drill--Rebecca Sax, Grace Corson, Lydia Wood, Ivy Wells, 

Anna Sadler, Minnie Billings, Ollie Molyneux, Edna Wilcox. 

The Family album was a marvel of ingenuity, and the lecture connected with 

it precisely and pleasingly delivered by Miss Sumyra Molyneux as Aunt Jerusha. 

The album consisted of folding doors behind which a person was seated to repre- 

sent some member of Aunt Jerusha's numerous family. The manner to please any 

audience. Frank Fawcett gave some discouraging advice to bachelors in a mono- 

logue, and just as the bachelors in the audience had all decided to get married 

right away, were put into a quandry by the unhappy ending of his matrimonial 

venture, Addie Schultze playing the part of the homesick bride admirebly. The 

train to Mauro was one of the most amusing features of the entertainment. Miss 
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Myra Wilcox i s  a genuine "Dame Buttermilk" and her  a c t i n g  was beyond c r i t i c i s m .  

Paul Corcoran was a l l  t h a t  could be hoped f o r  as t h e  mischievous "Johnny." The 

drum major d r i l l  was another  h i t .  The boys a l l  a c t e d  t h e i r  p a r t s  w e l l ,  bu t  lit- 

t l e  Clyde VanDyke took t h e  audience by storm. H i s  a b i l i t y  wi th  t h e  baton f o r  

one of h i s  age i s  phenomenal. M i s s  Newel1 gave some p l eas ing  r e c i t a t i o n s  which 

r e f l e c t e d  c r e d i t a b l y  upon he r  a s  a n  e l e c u t i o n i s t .  One of t h e  "cu tes t"  t h i n g s  

was t h e  l i t t l e  babies  good n i g h t  d r i l l .  The second n i g h t  t h e  g r e a t e r  po r t ion  

of t h e  program w a s  repeated.  The album was e n t i r e l y  d i f f e r e n t ,  r ep re sen t ing  p 

people of t h e  town. W e  d a r e  no t  say  t h e  people were a l l  n a t u r a l ,  f o r  we know 

our  people t o  be so  va in  and they  might f e e l  f l a t t e r e d .  The MIRROR was there 

and i t ' s  e d i t o r  looked n a t u r a l  enough except h i s  mustache was s e v e r a l  shades 

too dark. The Burgess was no t  s u r e  whether he had one o r  no t .  The new post- 

master w i l l  probably look somewhat l i k e  h i s  p i c t u r e  i n  t h e  album. The tooth-  

ache scene was w e l l  a c t e d  and we p r e d i c t  f o r  Frank Corbin a b r i l l i a n t  f u t u r e  a s  

a molar e r a d i c a t o r .  L i t t l e  J e s s i e  Cas te r  as a l i t t l e  o l d  grandmother d id  her  

p a r t  sp lendid ,  bu t  she  broke t h e  MIRROR. 

Then t h e  meeting of t h e  school  board took t h e  d i l a p i d a t e d  l i n e n  o f f  t h e  

shrubbery, i n  o t h e r  words t h e  "rag o f f  t h e  bush." Boys wi th  f a l s e  mustaches, 

whiskers,  and a l l  t h e  necessary equipments, represented  t h e  borough school  board 

and looked l i k e  them too. They discussed t h e  school  b e l l  tower, and decided t o  

bu i ld  a b i g  one. The next  scene was t h e  board i n  s e s s i o n  and an a i r  of mystery  

shrouded t h e  proceedings. Whether they were l i s t e n i n g  t o  t h e  sweet tones of t h e  

new b e l l ,  o r  were favorably  cons ider ing  r e h i r i n g  t h e  present  corps of t eache r s  

we could no t  t e l l ,  bu t  we b e l i e v e  e i t h e r  would a l i k e  be welcome t i d i n g s  t o  our  

people.  Great c r e d i t  i s  due t h e  t eache r s  f o r  t h e  very  a b l e  manner which t h e  

enter tainment  was go t t en  up. It w a s  t o  them a thank le s s  t a s k ,  a l l  t h e  b e n e f i t s  

accruing t o  t h e  town, y e t  t h e  b e l l  when purchased and placed w i l l  be a l a s t i n g  

monument t o  t h e i r  l abo r .  

March 28, 1897 - New Albany Mirror 

The school  b e l l  has  a r r i v e d  and w i l l  soon be heard pee l ing  f o r t h  i t s  melod- 

i ous  tones.  Thanks t o  t h e  t eache r s ,  M r .  Leonard and Misses Newel1 and Spence, 

who we a r e  indebted t o  f o r  t h e i r  u n t i r i n g  e f f o r t s  i n  r a i s i n g  t h e  necessary  funds 

f o r  t h e  same a s  a r e  glad t o  l e a r n  t h a t  they  a r e  h i r e d  f o r  another  term, which 

g ives  g r e a t  s a t i s f a c t i o n  t o  a l l  concerned. 



Rec - t i o n s  of a n  Elderl: y School Teacher - M i s s  Grace Sturdevan 

In  1884-85 t h e  school  w a s  i n  t h e  Odd Fellows H a l l .  I was no t  allowed t o  

t o  s i n c e  my b i r thday  came i n  January. Leon Wilcox, Maude Harshbarger,  Gertrude 

Saxe and L i l l i e  Smith went t ho '  they  were only  two o r  t h r e e  months o l d e r  t han  I. 

I n  1885-86, I went t o  school  t o  t h e  same t eache r ,  Miss E t t i e  Doley from 

Towanda. The next  year  she  married W i l l  Harrington. Married women t eache r s  

were not  h i r e d  un le s s  they were widows wi th  a family t o  support .  

1886-87, f i r s t  year  i n  t h e  new school  house. I went i n t o  t h e  t h i t d  grade. 

Cora Campbell was t h e  teacher .  She had f i r s t  t o  f o u r t h  grade. J a r i u s  Thayer, 

che prin~igal had grades f i v s  to  e i g h t  and higher .  

The f i r s t  month was mostly f o r  t eache r s  i n  t h e  township who a t t ended  one 

month, f o r  t h e i r  schools  d i d  no t  s t a r t  till Oct. 1. So t h e  f i f t h  grade always 

had t o  go t h e  f i r s t  month wi th  t h e  f o u r t h  grade t eache r  and was no t  promoted 

u n t i l  t h e  t e a c h e r ' s  c l a s s  had gone t o  t h e i r  schools .  The f o u r t h  grade teacher  

used t h e  f i f t h  grade as a s s i s t a n t  t eache r s  t o  t h e  younger c l a s s e s .  Teachers i n  

those days took an  examination every year  t o  ge t  a p rov i s iona l  c e r t i f i c a t e .  

Qnly a few had taught  long enough t o  have a s t a t e  c e r t i f i c a t e .  The men t eache r s  

i n  Albany schools  were of teaching  t o  ge t  money t o  f i n i s h  t h e i r  educat ion.  

D r .  G .  H .  B. Terry and D r .  J .  C. See were t h a t  s o r t ,  o t h e r s  f e l l  a l i t t l e  s h o r t  

i n  both a b i l i t y  and t a c t  bu t  were s t rong  muscular men a b l e  t o  man-handle t h e  

bad boys i n  t h e i r  c l a s s e s  of whom t h e r e  were many a t  t h a t  t ime. 

Year - Place  

1898-99 Deep Hollow, Overton Twp. 

1900-01 Oak H i l l ,  Wilmot Twp. 

1901-02 Evergreen, Albany Twp. 

Wage Time 

$22.00 6 mo. 

25.00 7 mo. . 

24.00 7 mo. 

1902-03 Union School,  Su l l i van  Co. 25.00 7 mo. 

1903-04 South Branch, Monroe Twp. 23.00 8 mo. 

1904-05 Barnesboro, Cambria Co. d5.00 8 PO. 

$16 t o  $22 was a common wage f o r  women t eache r s  f ;$&mrner terms when only 
e. 3 

t he  g i r l s  and c h i l d r e n  went t o  school .  But f o r  t h e  d n t e r  terms e i t h e r  a tough 

muscular woman o r  a man was h i r e d  a s  teacher  f o r  then  t h e  b i g  farmer boys 

at tended school  and t h a t  requi red  much muscle and a h igher  wage. Often a farmer 

worked h i s  land  i n  t h e  summer and taught  t h e  n e a r e s t  school  i n  t h e  win te r .  

Teachers no longer  boarded around i n  1900. Board was reasonable.  Sometimes a s  

low a s  $2 per  week. The teacher  was r e spons ib l e  f o r  c l ean ing  her  school  room 

t o  begin wi th  and keeping i t  c l e a n  t h e r e a f t e r .  She had t o  make and keep her  
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own f i r e s ,  do t h e  sweeping o r  e l s e  h i r e  i t  done o u t  of h e r  wages. I n  f a c t  t h e r e  

were so few th ings  t h a t  women could do, t o  be pa id  momey f o r ,  t h a t  t h e  t eache r  

was considered w e l l  o f f .  I w a s  once t o l d  I ought t o  buy shoes f o r  a family of 

n ine  a s  my C h r i s t i a n  duty, a s  I was g e t t i n g  so much money. 

Albany township, inc luding  New Albany borough suppor ts  t e n  schools;  o r  one 

t o  every 175 i n h a b i t a n t s  and pays annual ly  f o r  t eache r s  s e r v i c e s  $1,300. From 

t h e  r epo r t  of 1883, 241 males and 235 females were en ro l l ed .  

Ten Schools 

Hatch H i l l  

Evergreen 

Brown's Laddsburg 

Bahr ' s , Millers 

No. One, Wilcox (Stevenson) 

Pe l ton  H i l l  

Waltman H i l l  

* * * * * * *  

French Creek 

North S t r e e t  

New Albany 

Review of 1889: Winter open and mild: much plowing i n  January and crops  

put in early. January 9, Athens greatly damaged by a f u r i o u s  windstorm. Tremen- 

dous downpour of r a i n  May 31, June 1 and 2 caused one of t h e  g r e a t e s t  and most 

d e s t r u c t i v e  f loods  t h a t  ever  occured i n  t h i s  s ec t ion .  

Notable wet June and Ju ly .  August 27, t e r r i b l e  d i s a s t e r  a t  Towanda n a i l  

works, l a r g e  b o i l e r  b u r s t  demolishing one-third of t h e  m i l l ,  k i l l i n g  seven men 

and i n j u r i n g  s i x  o the r s .  

Review of  1899: Memorable February cold wars; 9 t h  temperature ranged from 

12 t o  20 degrees below zero ;  l o t h ,  20 t o  30 below; l l t h ,  18  t o  34 below; 12th ,  

heavy snow f a l l  w i th  weather severe  and b i t i n g ;  13 th ,  a s t r o n g  wind p i l e d  t h e  

roads f u l l  of snow, c u t t i n g  o f f  t r a f f i c  and ma i l s  from every q u a r t e r .  





Charles  Warner Ladd w a s  appointed t h e  f i r s t  postmaster  of Albany Township, 

arid t h e  pos t  o f f i c e  w a s  l oca t ed  t h e r e  i n  h i s  s t o n e  house f o r  many y e a r s ,  u n t i l  

about 1864. The s t o n e  house, mentioned so  much i n  Albany's h i s t o r y ,  w a s  l o c a t e d  

on t h e  land  now owned by Bruce Johnston,  about  p a r a l l e l  t o  where t h e  deco ra t ive  

"1942" sco tch  p ine  trees are. The pos t  o f f i c e  w a s  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  1819 o r  '20, 

but  M r  Ladd w a s  no t  o f f i c i a l l y  appointed u n t i l  August 22, 1822. 

I n  about 1821, a s t a g e  l i n e  w a s  opened between Newton and Berwick. A M r .  

Dodson drove a fou r  horse  coach and c a r r i e d  t h e  m a i l ,  which w a s  de l ive red  once 

a week, from bo th  t h e  North and t h e  South. About t h e  only  papers  rece ived  a t  

the o f f i c e  were those sent by the po l i t i c ians  and o f f i c e  seekers. In those dayst 

t he  postage w a s  pa id  by t h e  person r ece iv ing  t h e  l e t t e r ,  p a r c e l  o r  paper.  The 

p r i c e  charged va r i ed  according t o  t h e  d i s t a n c e  i t  was s e n t .  Double l e t t e r s  were 

f i f t y  c e n t s ,  o t h e r s  ranged from s i x  t o  twenty-five cen t s .  Can't  you imagine 

the  suspense of t h e  r ece iv ing  one, i f  he d i d  no t  have t h e  necessary  f e e  t o  ob- 

t a i n  t h e  l e t t e r .  The usua l  p r i c e  of t h e  papers  from ou t  of t h e  county was one 

cent .  

The subsequent pos t  mas ters  fol lowing M r .  Ladd and t h e  d a t e s  of t h e i r  o f f i -  

c i a l  appointments were a s  fol lows:  Rowland Wilcox, Nov. 15 ,  1849; Benjamin 

Wilcox, Aug. 27, 1853; Amasa Heverly,  Dec. 23, 1861; Stephen D. S t e i r g e r e ,  Feb. 

26, 1864; when he was pos t  master t h e  l o c a t i o n  of  t h e  pos t  o f f i c e  was changed 

from t h e  s tone  house t o  a p l ace  i n  what i s  now New Albany borough, and has been 

t h e r e  i n  va r ious  l o c a t i o n s  s ince .  M r .  S t e i r g e r e  was succeeded by S. S. Ormsby, 

Dec. 1, 1884; James M. Wilcox, Sept .  23, 1885; Sevl lon  S. Ormsby, A p r i l  19,  1889; 

James M. Wilcox, June 16,  1893; George H. Ter ry ,  Aug. 21, 1897; George I. Heverly, 

Sept.  9 ,  1901; E l i sha  S. Keeler ,  Nov. 10 ,  1903; Charles  H. Kee ler ,  May 20, 1908; 

Freeman C. Wilcox, J u l y  13 ,  1912; W .  F. Packard, Aug. 8 ,  1916; Harriet L. Fawcett 

( a c t i n g ) ,  Apr. 1, 1918; Percy Shapard, Dec. 23, 1918; S t an ley  L. Campbell, J u l y  1, 

1924; Alvah J. Lenox, Mar. 1, 1937; Leonard T. Cullen,  Feb. 1, 1939; Frank J. 

Murphy, Mar. 16 ,  1942; Karl  Kelder,  ( a c t i n g ) ,  Oct. 31, 1959, Marie A. Leo, Mar. 

17, 1961 and t h e  p re sen t  pos t  master James White, who was appointed i n  March of 

1979. 

Un t i l  1923 t h e  pos t  o f f i c e  w a s  l oca t ed  somewhere near  t h e  Lee Simons pre- 

s en t  home. I n  1923, when Stan ley  Campbell was postmaster  ( o f f i c i a l l y  appointed 

on Ju ly  1, 1924) t h e  pos t  o f f i c e  w a s  l oca t ed  i n  t h e  bu i ld ing  t h a t  i s  now ~ i l c o x ' s  

Market. The p re sen t  p o s t o f f i c e  was dedica ted  on Sept .  22, 1962. Marie Leo was 

postmaster.  
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From the Mirror: The l o c a l  post o f f i c e  was robbed in  May of 1901 by John 

Blair, a l i a s  "The Blade" and Thomas Casey a l i a s  Thomas Kelly, known a s  the 

'IS o apman . '' 



I 
Veterans E t c .  



War of 1812 

In  t h e  second war of American Independence a d r a f t  was ordered,  and made 

i n  1814. Hora t io  Ladd, C. W .  Ladd, Daniel M i l l e r ,  Freeman Wilcox and Rowland 

Wilcox were d r a f t e d  t o  defend Washington, bu t  owing t o  t h e  "law's delays,"  t he  

d r a f t  was no t  made u n t i l  i t  was too  l a t e  f o r  t h e  men t o  be of any se rv i ce .  I n  

October, a t  t h e  mouth of t h e  Towanda creek ,  they  b u i l t  a r a f t  and went down the  

r i v e r  t o  Wilkes-Barre, thence t o  Danvil le ,  where a f t e r  a month's absence, they 

were discharged.  Af t e r  t h e  d r a f t e d  men went away, i t  is  s t a t e d ,  t h a t  She f f i e ld  

Wilcox, Jr. was t h e  only  mil i t iaman l e f t  i n  t h e  township, t h e  o t h e r s  being ex- 

empted from t h e  d r a f t  on account of age and phys i ca l  d i s a b i l i t i e s .  

William Sharp, Johnathan Vandike, John Davidson, and Timothy Coon, four  

v e t e r n s  of t h i s  war, became r e s i d e n t s  of t h e  township, and t h e i r  remains repose 

i n  Albany's s o i l .  

* * * * * * * * *  

46 C i v i l  War Veterans a t  Rest i n  New Albany Cemetary 

H. W. Wilcox James Thorp George H.  Ter ry  

Caleb Campbell Gardner P.  Allen Andrew A. Newton 

George Norton Freeman H. Wilcox William W. Brown 

Peppy Smith Lewis Jones Freder ick  H. Schrader 

Unknown James G. Sax C. M. Hakes 

M. L. Ormsby John S. Campbell Charles  Brink 

J. P. Ormsby John H .  S c o t t  Ben j amin Ayer s 

Samuel D. Yaw John McNeal El ida  Boston 

H. S. Wilcox Edward E s t e l l  H. D. Campbell 

Al f red  Wooster Edward Chilson Trowbridge L. Smith 

Wm. Hewitt William P. Corbin Svel lon  S. Ormsby 

W i l l i a m  Weed Charles  Robinson Benjamin Smith 

John R. Allen James M. Wilcox Joseph Campbell 

Darius Bennett  Ezra P. Wilcox Martin B. Ryder 

L. R. Chapman George Wood W. R. Campbell 

Oct. 5, 1898 - Funeral of Corporal Terry 

Un t i l  l a s t  Wednesday, few i n  t h i s  s e c t i o n  except t h e  o l d  s o l d i e r s  had ever  

witnessed a m i l i t a r y  fune ra l .  On t h e  day above mentioned Draper T. Terry, a 

corpora l  i n  Co. M, 9 t h  Reg. P. V. was bur ied  wi th  t h e  impress ive  ceremonies of 

t he  U. S. Army. A t  10 A.M. most every family i n  Albany township and Albany 
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borough was represented  i n  t h e  v a s t  ga ther ing  a t  t h e  Evergreen church and t h e  

house of Esq. James Terry.  

About f i f t y  members of Co. M were p re sen t  and a s s i s t e d  i n  t h e  exe rc i se s .  

A t  t h e  hour appointed prayer  was o f f e r e d  a t  t h e  house by Rev. M r s .  Al len  a f t e r  

which t h e  remains were c a r r i e d  t o  t h e  church, co rpo ra l s  of t h e  company a c t i n g  

a s  p a l l  bearers .  A squad of e i g h t  men f u l l y  armed took p o s i t i o n  behind t h e  

caske t  followed by t h e  G. A.  R. and mourners. Near t h e  church t h e  remaining 

members of t h e  company stood open ranks wi th  bared heads while  t h e  co r t ege  

passed through i n t o  t h e  church. 

Rev. Mrs. Allen preached one of he r  b e s t  sermons which is  s u f f i c i e n t  re -  

commend f o r  i t s  merit. Captain F. N. Moore made a few t imely remarks a t  t h e  

c l o s e  of t h e  sermon. I n  speaking of  t h e  generous n a t u r e  of t h e  deceased he 

r e l a t e d  t h e  fol lowing inc iden t :  There was no mosquito-bar t o  be had a t  com- 

pany headquarters  i n  Chichamaugo, except what t h e  Capt. had taken wi th  him. 

This  was much needed a t  t h e  h o s p i t a l  where t h e  f l i e s  were very troublesome, so  

the  Captain c u t  what he had i n t o  pe i ces ,  took i t  t o  t h e  h o s p i t a l  and d i s t r i b u t -  

ed i t  among t h e  boys. There was no t  enough t o  go around, but  Draper was one 

of t h e  f o r t u n a t e  ones i n  g e t t i n g  a p i ece  of i t .  

The next  day whi le  c a l l i n g  on t h e  s i c k ,  t h e  Captain not iced  t h a t  Draper 

had c u t  h i s  sc reen  i n  ha lves  and shared i t  wi th  a l e s s  f o r t u n a t e  comrade. The 

second day he had given t h e  remaining ha l f  t o  another .  Capt. Moore inqui red  

i f  he should g e t  some more f o r  him, and he  answered i n  h i s  chee r fu l  way, "No, 

Captain, never mind, t h e r e  a r e  no f l i e s  on me." This  i nc iden t  i l l u s t r a t e s  t h e  

u n s e l f i s h  n a t u r e  of our  departed f r i e n d .  

Af t e r  t h e  v a s t  throng had viewed t h e  remains,  t h e  caske t  was brought from 

the  church and c a r r i e d  between a double l i n e  of t h e  armed s o l d i e r s  who stood 

a t  "present  arms" while  i t  was being placed i n  t h e  hearse .  

The long fune ra l  l i n e  then proceded t o  New Era where t h e  b u r i a l  took 

p lace .  Arrived a t  t h e  grave,  Rev. Mrs. Al len  o f f e r e d  prayer ,  then  t h e  e s c o r t  

f i r e d  t h r e e  vo l l eys  over  t h e  grave,  t h e  bug le r s  sounded t a p s  and t h e  ceremony 

ended. Some may no t  be aware of t h e  s i g n i f i c a n c e  of t h e  bugle c a l l  a t  t he  

grave, i t  i s  t h e  same a s  i s  given i n  t h e  camp of t h e  army when i t  i s  time t o  

ret i re--go t o  rest. A s o l d i e r ' s  b u r i a l  i s  f u l l  of pathos and subl imi ty .  

From Heverly 's  His tory  and Geography of  Bradford County: (This would 

give t h e  reason f o r  s o l d i e r s  being a t  Cickamaugua) 

Spanish-American War (1898). Early i n  J u l y ,  1898, a company of 107 men 



was r e c r u i t e d  by Frank N. Moore who was chosen Captain. It became Company M 

of t h e  9 t h  Pennsylvania Regiment and was s e n t  t o  Chickamaugua, where i t  was on 

duty,  when t h e  war ended i n  August. 

* * * * * * * * *  

Other Clippings da ted  October 5, 1898 

S i x  young men who w e r e  p a l l  b e a r e r s  a t  a f u n e r a l  were t h e  f i r s t  c a s e s  of 

typhoid fever  i n  Bradford County. A number of o t h e r s  who a s s i s t e d  a t  t h e  fun- 

e r a l  were repor ted  s i c k  wi th  typhoid. The f u n e r a l  w a s  t h a t  of a P r i v a t e  Moore 

of Co. M. Ninth Regiment, who was bur ied  a t  North Orwell on Sunday, September 4. 

* * * * * * * * *  

Card of Thanks--We wish hereby t o  express  our g r a t i t u d e  t o  t h e  people of 

New Albany and Evergreen f o r  t h e i r  kindness  dur ing  t h e  fune ra l  and b u r i a l  of 

our  son, Draper. Also t o  t h e  c h o i r  f o r  t h e  s inging ,  t o  t h e  G.A.R. and t o  Co. M. 

--James Terry,  Emma Terry 

* * * * * * * * *  

World War 1--New Albany Has Honor Rol l  

Twenty-eight Young Men of Our Town Already Serving i n  U.S. Forces 

With twenty-eight young men of our  town a l r eady  represented  i n  t h e  United 

S t a t e s  s e r v i c e ,  we have adopted an honor r o l l  a s  a t r i b u t e  t o  t h e  men se rv ing  

i n  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  m i l i t a r y  branches. The honor l i s t  fol lows:  

Jay  Campbell 

Rodney Brink 

Harry Brink 

William Lynch 

Walter Barber 

Walter Terry 

Harry E s t e l l e  

James Talada 

Frank B l e i l e r  

Michael Murphey 

Wayne Talada 

Harry Bein l ich  

Walter Newton 

Leo Terry 

Edward McNeil 

Car l ton  Allen 

Jay  B i l l i n g s  

Clyde Terry 

Ea r l  Bartlow 

Claude Devine 

Laverne Long 

Reid Wilcox 

J. Paul  Corcoran 

Murray Rinebold 

George Neuber 

G. Ralph Horton 

Ross Wayman 

B e r t i e  Underwood 

Two World War 1 v e t e r n s  l i v i n g  i n  t h e  New Albany a r e a ,  a t  t h e  present  t ime, 

a r e  John Robinson and Lewis Palmer. 



Wor - 1 d  War 

Clippings i n  scrapbooks belonging t o  s e v e r a l  f a m i l i e s ,  show t h a t  New Albany 

servicemen took an a c t i v e  p a r t  i n  World War 11. 

Cpl. Truman F. Brainard,  now a r a d i o  ope ra to r  i n  England. He has  rece ived  

medals f o r  p ro f i c i ency  i n  t h e  use of t h e  p i s t o l ,  r i f l e  and machine gun. -. 
Mr. and M r s .  Lawrence Cullen of New Albany have two sons i n  t h e  Navy, James 

Cullen e n l i s t e d  i n  1943 and Franc is  Cullen e n l i s t e d  i n  1942 and has been on a c t i v e  

duty i n  t h e  South P a c i f i c  f o r  nea r ly  two years .  

Sgt .  Wayne Lenox formerly of New Albany i s  an  A i r  Corps crew chief  now 

s t a t i o n e d  i n  Mass. 

Cpl. W i l l i s  Howell e n l i s t e d  i n  May of 1941. He was i n  t h e  Hawaiian I s l a n d s  

with an a n t i - a i r c r a f t  gun b a t t a l i o n  u n t i l  a few months ago when he was s e n t  t o  

t h e  South P a c i f i c .  

Cpl. Bryce Campbell s t a t i o n e d  i n  England. He has been i n  t h e  European 

t h e a t e r  of ope ra t ions  s i n c e  Sept . ,  1943. 

M i l i t a r y  rites f o r  New Albany man k i l l e d  i n  a i r p l a n e .  John Mi l le r  Sturdevant  

l o s t  h i s  l i f e  i n  t h e  c r a sh  of a Navy p lane  near  Norfolk, Va .  

Pvt .  Calude Chapman i s  se rv ing  i n  Germany wi th  B Troop, 81s t  Constabulary 

Squadron. 

Charles  Wiles has  been missing i n  a c t i o n  over  Czechoslovakia s inca  June 16  

according t o  a te legram recieved by h i s  pa ren t s .  

Charles  Dunham e n l i s t s  i n  t h e  U. S. Marines. 

Norman Waltman i s  Weather O f f i c e r  f o r  Army A i r  Forces.  Recently commiss- 

ioned a second l i e u t e n a n t .  

Charles E. S turdevant ,  C.M.2-c (Seebees) has spent  more than 13  months i n  

Alaska and t h e  Aleut ians .  He i s  now a t  Camp Parks,  S?oemker, Ca l i f .  

Sgt .  Howard D. Hoffman, son of M r .  and M r s .  Conry Hoffman i s  a n  A i r  Force 

mechanic s t a t i o n e d  a t  Hunger F i e l d ,  Ga. 

Pvt.  Jacob Hoffman, is  a t  Camp Blanding, Fla .  wi th  Co. B. 198th Bu. 62 Regt. 

1944-PFC. Bernard E r l e ,  son of M r .  and M r s .  Byron E r l e  of Laddsburg, i s  

se rv ing  wi th  an  i n f a n t r y  u n i t  i n  I t a l y .  He en tered  t h e  army i n  Dec. of 1942. 

William S l i f e  rece ived  a second l e t t e r ,  Jan. 26, 1942, from h i s  son, Duane 

of Honolulum Hawaii, which was w r i t t e n  Dec. 11, four  days a f t e r  t h e  P e a r l  

Harbor a t t a c k ,  s t a t i n g ,  "Saw a c t i o n  Sunday, bu t  c a n ' t  say  anything about same. 

Harold D. Lyon s t a t i o n e d  a t  P e a r l  Ci ty  on c o a s t a l  guard duty.  



New Albany Sergeant  Wins Contest i n  China: Sgt.  Harold B l e i l e r  now work- 

ing  a t  t h e  China base  headquar te rs ,  a p a r t  o f  General C. L. Chennaults  lying 

Tigers , "  won f i r s t  p r i z e  i n  a square dance c o n t e s t  i n  t h e  very f i r s t  barn dance 

ever  he ld  i n  China. 

Sgt .  Charles  Dunham missing i n  a c t i o n .  He is t h e  son of Mrs. Mary C. Dunham. 

M r s .  Dunham has  ano the r  son, David, who a l s o  i s  i n  t h e  Marines and a daughter ,  

Louise, who i s  se rv ing  wi th  t h e  WAVES i n  Washington, D. C. 

New Albany man is  i d e a l  r e c r u i t .  Roy Bender wins h igh  p r a i s e s  as he s i g n s  

up i n  Elmira. S i x  f e e t ,  3 inches  t a l l ,  Bender i s  one of t h e  t a l l e s t  men i n  t h e  

U. S .  Army. The i d e a l  Army r e c r u i t = = a  combination of  b r a i n s  and brawn, one who 

i s  both a n  e x c e l l e n t  s tuden t  and an  a l l  round a th le te - -apparent ly  has  been found 

i n  Roy Bender of New Albany, Pa. Bender was such a n  unusual phys i ca l  specimen 

and had passed t h e  Army i n t e l l i g e n c e  t e s t s  wi th  t h e  excep t iona l ly  h igh  mark of 

66. The h ighes t  mark ever  made was 74. 

George H. Terry,  agent  U.  S. Sec re t  Serv ice ,  formerly of New Albany, rece iv-  

ed a sudden c a l l  t o  l eave  h i s  o f f i c e ,  where he was ch ie f  of t h e  Sec re t  Serv ice  

a t  Scranton,  and r e t u r n  t o  White House a t  Washington, D. C . ,  as guard a t  once; 

presumably because of t h e  d e c l a r a t i o n  of war and of t h e  coming of  Prime Min i s t e r  

Church i l l  and h i s  p a r t y  from England. Agent Terry was one of t h e  youngest mem- 

be r s  of t h e  Sec re t  Se rv i ce  f o r c e  who accompanied Pres ident  Roosevelt  on a l l  

h i s  t r i p s ;  and a t  t h e  coming of t h e  f i r s t  English r o y a l t y  t o  our  American sho res ,  

King George and Queen E l i zabe th ,  he was honored a s  one of t h e i r  guards i n  

Washington, D. C .  and a t  Hyde Park a s  w e l l  a s  guard f o r  many o t h e r  no tab le s  from 

d i s t a n t  shores .  

Nat ional  Serv ice  Honor Ro l l  of New Albany and Vic in i ty  

L i s t  compiled a s  of October 1, 1942 

P fc  Vernon J. Bacorn--Cadet John M. Sturdevant--Pfc. Arthur  L. B le i l e r - -  

A/C Harold F. Bleiler--Bernard L. Bordwell, M. M.2/C-- Frank 0.  Brink-- Pvt .  

Andy L. Vargoson--Pvt. Norman Waltman--LaVerne A. Bordwell, C. M. M.--Corp. 

Rodney M. Wells--Pvt. Truman Brainard--Pvt. Robert D. Wells--Pvt. Samuel Wells-- 

Pvt .  Herbert  S. Brown--Corp. Miles I. Brown--Pvt. Warren T. Brown--Pvt. Bryce 

Campbell--Pfc. Claude R. Chase--Corp. Charles  F. Chilson--Francis Cullen,  U. S.  

Navy--Pvt. Ivan L. Dieffenbach--Pvt. Charles  M. Dunham--Pvt Ne i l  Es te l le - -  

Corp. W i l l i s  L. Finch--Pvt Vernon Finch--Pvt. Charles  Hakes--Pic. William R. 

Foss--Sgt. Ivan Houseknecht--Pvt. Devere Houseknecht--Pvt. John D. Hite--Pic. 

W i l l i s  C .    ow ell--A/c Leon Hugo, V-5 USNR--Pvt. Howard Hoffman--Pvt. Robert Junk 
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--Pvt. Paul Kellogg--Harry Kellogg, F/C--~gt. Leo Kerr, R. 

Wayne Lenox--Pfc. Robert E. Lee--Charles D. Lewis, A. B.-- Pvt. Harold D. Lyon 

--Pvt. Boyd MaGee-- Pvt. Charles Hm Manahan--S/Sgt. Frank O'Neil--Pvt. John 

E. Salsbury--Pvt. Leo D. Slife--Pfc. Elmer H. Slocum--Pfc. Wilbert G. Spicer-- 

C. E. Sturdevant, C. M. M. 

At six O'clock, remember America's Prayer Minute! 

America's Prayer Minute provides men and women everywhere with an opportun- 

ity to unite in dedicating themselves and their country to the service of God, 

and at the same time remembering before the throne of grace this suffering, war- 

ring world. 

The time for America's Prayer Minute is six o'clock every evening, to be 

observed for the duration of the war. Wherever you are at six o'clock will you 

not join with many others across this nation in a moment of concerted prayer? 

* * * * * * * * *  

From Heverly's History 

Pioneers buried at The Wilcox Grounds (Stevenson) 

First grave was Charlotte infant daughter of Sheffield and Charlotte Wilcox, 

April 15, 1806. Shefffeld Wilcox, Sr. and wife, Rowland Wilcox and wife, 

Sheffield Wilcox, Jr. and wife, David Sabin and wife, Benjamin Corson, James 

Wilcox and wife, Robert Potter, veteran of Revolutionary- War. 

In December of 1979, these were the names of the remaining tombstones 

visible at the Stevenson cemetery. 

Chas. E. English, born Oct. 19, 1862--Martha wife of David Sabin, died 

May 5, 1871--Susan wife of Samuel Corson, died Oct. 17, 1843, 22 yr. old-- 

Ruth wife of Minor J. Wilcox, died Mar. 12, 1878--Marques D. Lafayette son 

of C. D. & Lovice Miller, died 1854 

A. D. C. son of C. D. & Loveice Miller, died 1864--Son of P. D. & Hannah 

Wilcox, died Mar. 25, aged 25--Harriet C. wife of Jacob Miller, died May 24, 

1841 "a good 30 yrs. 1 mo. & 20 daystt--John Adams, died July 27, 1890--Betsy 

Ann Betts wife of Amasa Heverly, died Apr. 8, 1892--Chas E. Nichols, died 

1868--Kelsie Nichols--John Gard, 1872--George McAllister--Daniel Chapman, 1888 

--Charlotte wife of Sheffield Wilcox, died Oct. 4, 1858--Louisa N. wife of 

Rollin Wilcox, died May 17, 1860, aged 17 yrs.--Josh L. son of G. E. and Louisa 

Wilcox, died Sept. 6, 1888, aged 10 mo.--All of these on one stone: Nathan 

Brown, born Mar. 28, 1789, died Oct. 24, 1869--Harriet wife of Nathan Brown, 

born July 28, 1800, died May 28, 1870--Adaline R. Brown, born Nov. 2, 1840, 
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died May 13 ,  1845--Wm. Henry Brown, d ied  1824, ve te ran .  

NEW ALBANY BOROUGH RESIDENTS - Tax L i s t s  

From Direc tory  of Bradford County--1907 

Acker, Rve. Edward, Front S t . ,  p a s t o r  Methodist Episcopal Church 

Ackley, Adelbert ,  near  Main. l a b o r e r  

Ackley, Emma, near  Main S t .  

Ackley, Joseph, Main S t . ,  l abo re r  

Ackley, Orlando, near  Main S t . ,  l a b o r e r  

Ackley, Or r in ,  near  Main S t . ,  manufacturer 

Ackley, Walter,  Fawcett Ave., l a b o r e r  

Allen,  Calvin,  Front S t . ,  l a b o r e r ,  wi fe  owns house and l o t ,  councilman 

Allen,  Charles ,  Mechanic S t . ,  blacksmith,  councilman 

Allen,  James Front S t . ,  l a b o r e r ,  be t e ran ,  councilman 

Allen,  J.  Melvin, genera l  merchandise, d ry  goods, l a d i e s '  f u rn i sh ings  and 

mi l l i ne ry .  

Allen,  Lowell C . ,  Hubler S t . ,  merchant (Corson & Allen)  

Allen,  Wallace J . ,  Frant  S t . ,  blacksmith 

Bender, Charles  M., Hotel  Wells,  agent  f o r  Penn. Mutual L i f e  In s .  Cp. of Ph i l a .  

Benninger, Richard J., Lawrence S t . ,  sawyer 

Bennett ,  Darius ,  Rai l road ,  ve t e ran  

Bennett ,  George E., Rai l road ,  p a i n t e r  

Bennett ,  P h i l l i p ,  Davision S t . ,  mason 

Biddle,  Harry, Lawrence S t . ,  c l e r k  

B i l l i n g s ,  Elmer J . ,  Main S t . ,  d e a l e r  ( B i l l i n g s  & Kelder ) ,  school  d i r e c t o r  

B i l l i n g s ,  Jay  Main S t . ,  l a b o r e r  

B i l l i n g s  & Kelder,  Divis ion S t . ,  hay, g ra in  and f l o u r  

B i l l i n g s  Lamont, Main S t . ,  c l e r k  

B i l l i n g s ,  Minnie, Main S t . ,  s t uden t  

Brink, Mrs. E l i zabe th ,  Front S t .  

Brink, Harry W . ,  Front S t . ,  s tudent  

Brink, Maurice, Front S t . ,  merchant, s t o r e ,  t a x  c o l l e c t o r  

Brink, Rodney L., Front S t . ,  c l e r k  

Bryan, Mrs. R. E., Fawcett Ave. 

Camp, Orr in ,  near  Main S t . ,  l a b o r e r  

Campbell, Archie A.,  Main S t . ,  l a b o r e r  

Campbell, E. S., Front S t . ,  genera l  d e a l e r ,  s t o r e  
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Campbell, John, Fawcett Ave., t i n n e r  

Campbell, Joseph, Front  S t . ,  l a b o r e r ,  ve t e ran  

Campbell, Ode, Fawcett Ave., l a b o r e r  

Cas te r ,  Frank A , ,  Div is ion  S t . ,  c l e r k  

Chilson, Edward, Lawrence S t . ,  l a b o r e r ,  ve t e ran  

Church, B a p t i s t ,  Main S t . ,  Rev. George Ba l l en t ine ,  Milan, p a s t o r  

Church, Methodist Episcopal ,  Front  S t . ,  Rev. Edward Acker, pas to r  

Corbin, Frank N. ,  Front S t . ,  l a b o r e r  

Corbin, William, Front  S t . ,  l a b o r e r ,  councilman 

Corcoran, Frank P., Hubler S t . ,  farmer,  s t o r e  

Corson & Allen,  Front  S t . ,  hardware merchants 

Corson, Elmer, Front S t . ,  l a b o r e r  

Corson, Grace, Front  S t . ,  s t uden t  

Corson, Lura, Front S t . ,  t e ache r  

Corson, Mi l l a rd  M . ,  Front S t . ,  merchant, s t o r e ,  school  d i r e c t o r  

Corson, Pe r ry ,  Fawcett Ave., farmer 

Corson, Phaon, Front S t . ,  s tudent  

Covey, Jacob H . ,  Front S t . ,  r f d  m a i l  c a r r i e r  

Cranmer, Charles  H. ,  Front  S t . ,  c l e r k  

Cranmer, Chester W . ,  F ront . ,  mechanic 

Cranmer , Grace, Front S t .  , dressmaker 

Cranmer, Orval C . ,  Front S t . ,  merchant 

Creamery, Dairy Dispatch, Main S t . ,  Richard Snyder mgr. 

Davidson, Mrs. Frank, Div is ion  S t .  

Davidson, Mrs. Edward, Main S t .  

Davidson, Ol ive ,  Main S t .  

Davis, Charles  W . ,  May S t . ,  l a b o r e r  

Davis, Emma, May S t . ,  dressmaker 

Davis, Mabel, May S t . ,  dressmaker 

Davis, Wesley P. ,  May S t . ,  j ewler ,  s t o r e  

Demorest, Rev. Henry, Front  S t . ,  clergyman 

Dixon, David J . ,  Front S t . ,  l a b o r e r  

Dodge, H. T. Lawrence S t . ,  blacksmith 

Dodge, Rinaldo M.,  Lawrence, l a b o r e r  

Doty, A. S . ,  Front S t . ,  c a rpen te r  

Ely, E rnes t ,  Mechanic S t . ,  l a b o r e r  

Ely, M r s .  James, Mechanic S t .  



Engl i sh ,  Anna, F ron t  S t . ,  widow 

Engl i sh ,  Cameron, member Co. C. 1 2 t h  Reg. N. Y .  Vol. Cava l ry ,  house  c o r n e r  

Hubler and Main, farm 71 a c r e s  i n  Albany twp. 

Engl i sh ,  George, Lawrence S t . ,  l a b o r e r  

E n g l i s h ,  John,  Main S t . ,  l a b o r e r  

Es ley ,  Mrs. Vio la ,  Lawrence S t .  

E s t e l l ,  Ahi ra  M. ,  Lawrence, farmer  

E s t e l l ,  Samuel L., Lawrence S t . ,  b a r b e r  

Evans, S. B . ,  F ron t  S t . ,  l a b o r e r  

Fawcet t ,  Abraham L., F r o n t  S t . ,  merchant,  s c h o o l  d i r e c t o r  

F i t z g e r a l d ,  E l l a ,  Lawrence S t . ,  dressmaker  

F i t z g e r a l d ,  John, Lawrence S t . ,  l a b o r e r  

G. A. R. Swartz P o s t ,  No 72, Joseph  T. Hested,  commander 

H a l l ,  Elma F., F ron t  S t . ,  m i l l i n e r  

Haman, James H. ,  Hubler S t . ,  p a i n t e r  

Harshberger ,  Lloyd, Main S t . ,  d e n t a l  s t u d e n t  

Harshberger ,  Wilson F. ,  Main S t . ,  P h y s i c i a n  and surgeon,  s c h o o l  d i r e c t o r  

Hever ly ,  George I., F r o n t  S t . ,  shoemaker 

Hewit t ,  W i l l i a m ,  F ron t  S t . ,  f a rmer ,  v e t e r a n  

Horton & Norton,  May S t . ,  c o a l  d e l e r s  

Hote l  Exchange, F ron t  S t . ,  Fred Schrader ,  prop.  

H o t e l  Wel l s ,  F ron t  S t . ,  Henry Wells, prop.  

Hubler ,  A l f r e d  B. Hubler S t . ,  prop.  g r i s t  and f e e d  m i l l  

I.O.O.F., New Albany Lodge No. 682, James M. Wilcox, s e c ' y .  

Johns ton ,  A r t h u r ,  F r o n t  S t .  , mechanic 

Johns ton ,  C h a r l e s ,  F r o n t  S t . ,  c a r p e n t e r  

Johns ton ,  J. S . ,  F ron t  S t . ,  l a b o r e r  

Johns ton ,  O l i v e ,  F ron t  S t . ,  s t u d e n t  

Johns ton ,  W i l l i a m ,  F r o n t  S t . ,  l a b o r e r  

Kee le r ,  C h a r l e s ,  c l e r k  

Kee le r  & Co., F r o n t  S t . ,  g e n e r a l  merchandise  

Kee le r ,  E l i s h a  S. ,  F ron t  S t . ,  merchant ,  pos tmas te r ,  v e t e r a n ,  

Kee le r ,  Leroy,  F ron t  S t . ,  c l e r k  

K e l d e r ,  Thadeus A., Main S t . ,  d e a l e r  

Kinney, Ezra ,  F ron t  S t . ,  l iveryman 

s t o r e  

Long, C .  H . ,  Main S t . ,  d e a l e r  i n  hardware;  h a r n e s s , ;  farm implements,  p a i n t s  

and o i l s ;  a g e n t  f o r  Sherwin-Williams P a i n t s  and C a s t i l e  Plows. 
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Lynch, Edward, Main S t . ,  l a b o r e r ,  v e t e r a n  

Magee, Fay, F ron t  S t . ,  l a b o r e r  

Magee, M i s s  Lee, F ron t  S t . ,  t e l e p h o n e  o p e r a t o r  

Marcy, Libbeaus  F . ,  F raon t  S t . ,  d e a l e r  

Mart in  B r o t h e r s ,  d e a l e r s  i n  c h o i c e  g r o c e r i e s ,  f l o u r ,  f e e d ,  f r e s h  meats; con- 

f e c t i o n e r y  and baked goods;  s h i p p e r s  o f  b u t t e r ,  eggs  and farm produce.  

Mart in ,  George J . ,  F r o n t  S t . ,  merchant 

Mar t in ,  I r v i n e  E., F r o n t  S t . ,  merchant 

Merr ick,  Wilson H . ,  Fawcet t  Ave., l a b o r e r  

Merri thew S. S . ,  R a i l r a o d  S t . ,  l a b o r e r ,  v e t e r a n  

Messersmith,  John, F r o n t  S t . ,  merchant and m i l l e r  

Miller, M r s .  J e m i m a  W . ,  F r o n t  S t .  

Miller, Ray E., F r o n t  S t . ,  farmer  

Molyneux, Jabex  M., F r o n t  S t . ,  c l e r k  

Molyneux, C a r r i e ,  widow 

Moon, J.  Lloyd, D i v i s i o n  S t . ,  l a b o r e r  

Murphy, John, Fawcett  Ave., f a rmer ,  councilman 

Murphy, John, Jr . , Fawcet t Ave. , c a n v a s s e r  

New Albany Mir ro r ,  F ron t  S t . ,  F. L. T a y l o r ,  e d i t o r  and pub. 

Norton, George L . ,  Main S t . ,  l i v e r y ,  s t o r e  

Norton, Henry, Main S t . ,  merchant 

Norton H. & Son, (Henry & H i r a m ) ,  F ron t  S t . ,  merchants  

Norton, H i r a m ,  F ron t  S t . ,  s c h o o l  d i r e c t o r  

Norton, Nelson,  F r o n t  S t . ,  d e a l e r ,  councilman 

Norton, Ol ive ,  Main S t . ,  s t u d e n t  

Ormsby, John B . ,  Main S t . ,  e x p r e s s  a g e n t ,  b u r g e s s  

Ormsby, Mame, Main S t . ,  s t u d e n t  

Ormsby, S e v e l l e n  S. ,  j u s t i c e  of t h e  peace ,  c o r p o r a l  i n  Co. K . ,  5 0 t h  Reg., 

Penna. Vol. I n f a n t r y ,  Mechanic S t .  

Osborn, Miles  B . ,  Main S t . ,  l a b o r e r  

Packard,  W i l l i a m  F . ,  Main S t . ,  b l a c k s m i t h  

Park ,  Mrs. Sarah M . ,  F ron t  S t . ,  domest ic  

P l a t t ,  Lewis, F ron t  S t . ,  l a b o r e r ,  v e t e r a n  

Plumrner, Cyrus A., F ron t  S t . ,  farmer  

P.O.S. of A . ,  Camp No. 203, Walter J. L i l l e y ,  New Albany, s e c .  

S a d l e r ,  George, F ron t  S t . ,  l a b o r e r  



S a d l e r ,  John, F r o n t  S t . ,  s t u d e n t  

S a d l e r ,  M r s .  Lena, F r o n t  S t . ,  t e l e p h o n e  o p e r a t o r  

Schrader ,  C h a r l e s ,  F r o n t  S t . ,  l a b o r e r  

Schrader ,  Fred,  F r o n t  S t . ,  prop.  Exchange H o t e l  

Shepard,  Edward L. ,  Lawrence S t . ,  d e a l e r  

Shepard,  L i n a ,  Lawrence S t .  

Shepard,  Percy W . ,  Lawrence, l a b o r e r  

S h u l t z ,  Ezra ,  D i v i s i o n ,  foreman 

S i l v a r a ,  John K. ,  Lawrence S t . ,  merchant 

Smith,  Bryce., F r o n t  S t . ,  s t u d e n t  

Smith, Floyd, F r o n t  S t . ,  l a b o r e r  

Smith, Henry A., F r o n t  S t . ,  d e a l e r  

Snyder,  R ichard ,  F r o n t  S t . ,  mgr. creamery 

S t e r i g e r e ,  M r s .  J e a n e t t e  B., F r o n t  S t .  

S t e r g e r e ,  S. D. ,  F ron t  S t . ,  j u s t i c e  o f  peace;  p r e s .  F i r s t  N a t .  Bank, Dushore, 

treas. s c h o o l  board ;  s t o r e  

S t r e e v y ,  Edward E., Cottonwood Park ,  w h o l e s a l e  g r o c e r i e s  d i r e c t  t o  consumers; 

mention where you saw t h i s  adv. and w r i t e  f o r  p r i c e  l ist .  New Albany p a r k  

f o r  r e u n i o n s  and p i c n i c s ;  w r i t e  

S t rong ,  Mary, F r o n t  S t . ,  domest ic  

S tu rdevan t ,  C .  E . ,  F r o n t  S t . ,  l a b o r e r  

S t u r d e v a n t ,  Edmond S. ,  F ron t  S t . ,  wagon maker, shop 

S t u r d e v a n t ,  Grace,  F ron t  S t . ,  t e a c h e r  

S t u r d e v a n t ,  Ned L. ,  F ron t  S t . ,  l a b o r e r  

Sumner, C h a r l e s ,  J . ,  D i v i s i o n  S t . ,  sa lesman 

Swackhammer, John T., F r o n t  S t . ,  p a i n t e r  

Tay lor ,  F. L., e d i t o r  and pub. New Albany Mir ro r  

T e r r y ,  Frank,  Main S t . ,  l iveryman 

T e r r y ,  George H . ,  Lawrence S t . ,  v e t e r a n ,  councilman 

T e r r y ,  Leroy,  Lawrence S t . ,  l a b o r e r  

Thorp, M r s .  James, R a i l r o a d  S t .  

Turner ,  I. H. ,  F r o n t  S t . ,  wagon maker 

Underwood, Ade lber t  C . ,  F r o n t  S t . ,  mechanic 

VanDyke, Benjamin, F r o n t  S t . ,  mechanic 

VanDyke, Bert, Hubler  S t . ,  c a r p e n t e r  

VanDyke, Cameron, Hubler S t . ,  p a i n t e r  



VanDyke, Clyde, Hubler St., mechanic 

VanDyke, Edgar, W., Hubler, carpenter 

VanDyke, Elmer, Hubler St., carpenter 

VanLoon, Harpin R., Front St., carpenter, councilman 

Vargason, Miles, Front St., mason 

Waltman, William, Front St., laborer 

Wayman, Archie, Front St., laborer 

Wayman, Mrs. Orlando, Front St. 

Welch, Cyrus, Front St., laborer 

Wells, Henry R., Front St., prop. Wells Hotel 

Wells, Ivy, Wells Hotel, Front St. 

White, Mrs. John, Fawcett Ave. 

White, William Fawcett Ave., laborer 

Wickizer, Andrew, Front St., veteran 

Wickizer, George, Front St., laborer 

Wickizer, Boyd W., Front St., farmer, school director 

Wilcox, Boyd W., Front St., farmer 

Wilcox, Ezra P., Fawcett Ave., laborer, veteran 

Wilcox, Freeman C., Overton, farmer, school director 

Wilcox, Freeman N., Overton, farmer, veteran 

Wilcox, George H., Overton, farmer 

Wilcox, Harry, Overton, laborer 

Wilcox, James M., Front St., constable 

Wilcox, Leon, Front St., farmer 

Wilcox, Ray S., Front St., druggist, telephone pay station 

Wilson, Erastus, Main St., veteran 

Wood, Arza, Mechanic St., laborer 

Wood, Christerpher C., Mechanic, manufacturer, owns planing mill and crate 

factory. 

Wood, Fred, Mechanic St., laborer 

Wood, Fred, Mechanic St., laborer 

Wood, Lydia, Mechanic St., telephone operator 

Yaw, Ella, Mechanic St., dealer in books 

Yaw, Mrs. Harriet, Mechanic St. 



NEW ALBANY 1910 - 1920 

by 

Aleta Campbell 

New Albany i n  y e s t e r  y e a r s  was q u i t e  d i f f e r e n t  from today.  Between 1910 

and 1920 New Albany was p robab ly  a t  i t ' s  h e i g h t .  The f o l l o w i n g  may g i v e  you 

some i d e a  of how i t  looked a t  t h a t  t i m e .  

On t h e  West s i d e  o f  F r o n t  S t r e e t  from t h e  c o r n e r  where F l o s s i e  A l l e n  

now l i v e s ,  South t o  t h e  Simon's p r o p e r t y  t h e r e  were s i x  b u s i n e s s  p l a c e s .  I n  

t h e  b u i l d i n g  where M r .  A l l e n  l i v e s  was Corson and A l l e n ' s  Hardware r u n  by 

Lowell Al len .  About 1915 o r  1916 Frank A l l e n  bought t h e  b u i l d i n g  and used 

i t  f o r  a  ga rage  and a l s o  had a gas  s t a t i o n  t h e r e .  

New Albany 's  f i r s t  bank was on t h e  l o t  which i s  now v a c a n t ,  and t h e  f i r s t  

c a s h i e r  was John Ormsby. The bank was i n  t h a t  b u i l d i n g  u n t i l  i t  was moved t o  

t h e  p r e s e n t  bank which was b u i l t  i n  1926. 

S t r e v y ' s  V a r i e t y  S t o r e  and i c e  cream p a r l o r  was i n  t h e  b u i l d i n g  which was 

u n t i l  r e c e n t l y  Fowler ' s .  The penny i c e  cream cones which t h e y  s o l d  were a 

d e l i g h t  t o  t h e  c h i l d r e n .  

The n e x t  b u s i n e s s  p l a c e  was a  Hen's  C l o t h i n g  S t o r e  run  by Libb Marcy and 

l a t e r  by J .  J .  Norconk. South of t h e  c l o t h i n g  s t o r e  was t h e  p o s t  o f f i c e  

u n t i l  sometime i n  t h e  2 0 ' s .  Over t h e  o l d  p o s t  o f f i c e  was t h e  Independent 

t e lephone  o f f i c e  and swi tchboard .  L a s t  i n  t h a t  a r e a  was a n o t h e r  v a r i e t y  

s t o r e  owned by Melvin A l l e n ,  and l a t e r  he c a r r i e d  c l o t h i n g .  

I n  t h e  b u i l d i n g  t h a t  i s  now Spencers  was ~ e e l e r ' s  g e n e r a l  s t o r e .  They had 

d ry  goods and shoes  i n  t h e  f r o n t  p a r t  of t h e  s t o r e ,  g r o c e r i e s  i n  t h e  back,  and 

a d i s h  and toy department i n  t h e  basement. A s  a c h i l d  i t  was always a  p l e a s u r e  

t o  v i s i t  t h e  toy  and d i s h  depar tment .  

On t h e  c o r n e r  of Fron t  S t r e e t  and Fawcett  Avenue was C h a r l e s  A l l e n ' s  b lack-  

smith  shop. On t h e  o p p o s i t e  c o r n e r  where t h e  l i b r a r y  i s  was John campbe l l ' s  

Hea t ing  and Plumbing Shop. 

There  were f o u r  g rocery  o r  g e n e r a l  s t o r e s  on t h e  E a s t  s i d e  of F r o n t  

S t r e e t .  The one f a r t h e s t  South ,  i n  t h e  b u i l d i n g  now occupied by s p e n c e r ' s  

G i f t  Shop and a  beau ty  p a r l o r ,  was M. M.  rink's grocery  s t o r e  and meat market.  

A ve ry  n i c e  drug s t o r e  was l o c a t e d  i n  what i s  now ~ i l c o x ' s  Market and was 

run by Ray Wilcox f o r  many y e a r s .  The B e l l  t e l ephone  swi tchboard  was i n  t h e  

back p a r t  o f  t h e  s t o r e .  Sometimes i n  t h e  2 0 ' s  t h e  p o s t  o f f i c e  was moved i n t o  

t h a t  b u i l d i n g  and remained t h e r e  u n t i l  t h e  p r e s e n t  p o s t  o f f i c e  was b u i l t  i n  



Hiram Norton's genera l  s t o r e  was j u s t  North of t h e  drug s t o r e .  The 

bu i ld ing  i s  now owned by Rynveld Corporation. 

The small house North of t h e  Rinker home was made form a s t o r e  bui ld ing .  

It was a grocery s t o r e  and meat market run by George and Ervin Martin p a r t  of 

t h i s  per iod and l a t e r  by W i l l  Wilcox. 

On t h e  corner  of Front and Hubler S t r e e t s ,  M. M. Corson had a l a r g e  genera l  

s t o r e .  La ter  he moved h i s  bus iness  t o  a new concre te  bu i ld ing  a few rads  

North. On t h e  second f l o o r  was a h a l l  which f o r  a t ime was used f o r  school  

p lays ,  o the r  shows and dances. When M r .  Corson moved i n t o  h i s  new bu i ld ing ,  

Lowell Allen then moved h i s  hardware ac ros s  t h e  s t r e e t  t o  t h e  former Corson 

bui ld ing .  

The next  concre te  bu i ld ing  North which i s  now Power's s t o r e  and garage 

was 0. C. Cranmer's Fu rn i tu re  and Undertaking. La ter  t h e  bus iness  was taken 

over by h i s  son Howard Cranmer. They a l s o  had a garage back of t h e  s t o r e  

where they r epa i r ed  c a r s .  

During t h i s  per iod  t h e r e  were two m i l l i n e r y  s t o r e s  on t h e  East  s i d e  of 

Front S t r e e t .  Elma H a l l ' s  m i l l i n e r y  was i n  a small bu i ld ing  next  t o  t h e  b r idge ,  

and the  o the r  shop was j u s t  North of Elma's i n  a house. La ter  Orin Ackley had 

a small s t o r e  i n  t h a t  p lace .  

New Albany had two jewelry s t o r e s .  A.  L. Fauce t t ' s  s t o r e  was on t h e  West 

s i d e  of Front S t r e e t  i n  t h e  bu i ld ing  t h a t  i s  now occupied by Paul  Lee. Davis' 

jewelry s t o r e  was where Kenneth Hugo's barber  shop now i s ,  and M r .  Davis was 

a l s o  an  o p t i c i a n .  

Sam E s t e l l e  had a barber  shop a t  t h a t  t ime i n  t h e  bu i ld ing  t h a t  i s  now 

Jane t  O'Conner's Beauty Shop. Another barber  shop was loca t ed  a t  t h e  corner  of 

Front and Wood S t r e e t s  and w a s  opera ted  by Guy Hibbard. 

On Main S t r e e t  t h e r e  were a number of bus iness  p l aces .  S t a r t i n g  a t  t he  

North corner  of Main and Divis ion  S t r e e t s  was B i l l i n g s  and Kelder ' s  hay 

bus iness .  The product ion,  s t o r a g e  and s a l e  of hay was a t h r i v i n g  bus iness  f o r  

many years .  The c o a l  mines were one of t h e  o u t l e t s  f o r  t h e  s a l e  of hay. It 

was used t o  feed  t h e  mules which hauled t h e  c a r s  o u t  of t h e  mines. 

I n  back of t h e  hay barn was a creamery. The farmers  brought by horse  and 

wagon t h e  milk t o  t h e  creamery from which i t  was shipped ou t  da i ly .  

Across from B i l l i n g s  and Kelders  was a blacksmith shop, and t h e  black- 

smith was M r .  Packard. 

The next  s t o r e ,  on t h e  corner  of Main and May S t r e e t s  was E. S. Campbell's 



hardware, now L e l j e d a l ' s  s t o r e .  

Fa r the r  South was a l i v e r y  s t a b l e  run by Herb Long. Qui te  a number of 

salesmen who came i n  he re  by t r a i n  were taken ou t  t o  t h e  count ry  s t o r e s  i n  

t h e  v i c i n i t y  of Overton, E s t e l l a  and New'Era. 

New Albany had two f l o u r  and feed  m i l l s .  One was where Ivan  Hugo's m i l l  

is .  The o t h e r  was a c r o s s  t h e  r a i l r o a d  t r a c k s  a few rods  South. M r .  Hubler,  

t h e  owner, b u i l t  a dam a c r o s s  t h e  c r eek  so  t h a t  h i s  m i l l  could by run by 

water power. The pond formed by t h e  dam made a good p l a c e  t o  s k a t e  i n  t h e  

win te r .  Much i c e  was a l s o  c u t  from t h e  pond and s t o r e d  i n  a b u i l d i n g  nearby. 

The farmers  used i t  t o  coo l  t h e i r  milk.  

A s h o r t  d i s t a n c e  South of  Hugo's m i l l  was Nelson Norton's c o a l  yard now 

Larry Ep le r ' s  Bui ld ing  Supple i s .  The c o a l  was brought i n  by coa l  c a r s  and 

de l ive red  t o  t h e  customers by a horse  drawn wagon. 

Four passenger t r a i n s  came i n t o  New Albany every day except  Sunday. It 

was very convenient t o  go t o  Towanda on t h e  t e n  o ' c lock  t r a i n  and r e t u r n  i n  t h e  

a f te rnoon a t  5:30. The t r a i n s  r an  from Towanda t o  Wilkes-Barre and back. 

A r r i v a l  of t h e  passenger t r a i n s  was p a r t  of  t h e  exci tement  of t h e  day. 

Some of t h e  young people  would go t o  t h e  s t a t i o n  t o  see t h e  t r a i n s  come i n .  

They spoke of i t  a s ,  "Got t o  meet t h e  t r a i n . "  Another good meeting p l ace  was 

t h e  pos t  o f f i c e  a s  mai l  came by t r a i n  twice  a day. 

Sometimes t h e r e  were s e v e r a l  f r e i g h t  t r a i n s  d a i l y .  C a t t l e  d e a l e r s  came 

every few weeks and bought c a t t l e  and sheep from t h e  farmers  i n  t h e  surround- 

i n g  a r e a .  The animals  were d r iven  from t h e  farms t o  New Albany and shipped by 

r a i l .  Much f r e i g h t  was a l s o  shipped i n  t o  t h e  merchants here  and t o  t h e  

s t o r e s  i n  o t h e r  a r e a s .  

New Albany was f o r t u n a t e  i n  having a weekly newspaper. The New Albany 

Mirror .  The paper was publ ished i n  a b u i l d i n g  which s tood on t h e  South corner  

of what i s  p r e s e n t l y  Bruce T h a l l ' s  p roper ty  on Front  S t r e e t .  The e d i t o r  was 

Freeman Taylor who came t o  New Albany i n  1895 and e s t a b l i s h e d  t h e  Mirror  which 

s l o d  f o r  f i f t y  c e n t s  pe r  yea r .  M r .  Taylor was a very  f r i e n d l y  and humorous 

person. Each week he had a s t o r y  by Tommy Rot t  which n o t  on ly  was humorous 

but  u s u a l l y  made a good p o i n t .  H e  passed away i n  1912, and then  t h e  publ i -  

c a t i o n  was taken over  by John Engl i sh  and l a t e r  by F. T. Mynard. 

A number of merchants a d v e r t i s e d  i n  t h e  Mir ror ,  and from some of t h e  1911 

and 1914 adver t i sements  one can g e t  a good i d e a  of t h e  p r i c e s  a t  t h a t  t i m e .  

Oys te rs  were 2 0 ~  pe r  p i n t ,  c o f f e e  2 0 ~  p e r  pound, b u t t e r  2 5 ~ ,  eggs 2 2 ~ ,  



and work c o a t s  a t  Corson's s t o r e  were 5 0 ~ .  

I n  t h i s  per iod  t h e r e  were two h o t e l s .  One w a s  l oca t ed  on t h e  l o t  now 

occupied by t h e  F i r s t  Nat ional  Bank and C l i f f o r d  Slocum's home. That h o t e l  had 

a l i q u o r  l i c e n s e  and w a s  run by Henry Wells and l a t e r  by Ennis Burch. The o t h e r  

h o t e l  was where dances were held.  For a number of  yea r s  Mrs. Hannon was t h e  

owner. 

The people should have been hea l thy  a s  t h e r e  were t h r e e  doc tors  t o  c a r e  

f o r  them, D r .  Harshbarger who was here  f o r  many yea r s ,  D r .  Corbin, and D r .  

Reichard. The school  was on a l o t  a t  t h e  corner  of Main of Maple S t r e e t s .  

There were two rooms on t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  f o r  t h e  grade ch i ld ren ,  and two on t h e  

second f l o o r  f o r  high school.  I n  1911 t h e  enrollment i n  h igh  school  was 14 

and i n  t h e  grades 64. The grade p u p i l s  came j u s t  from t h e  borough a t  t h a t  

time. 

I n  1920 t h e  high school  became voca t iona l ,  and it w a s  necessary t o  have 

more room. The high school  c l a s s e s  were then  moved t o  t h e  former Burch Hote l  

bu i ld ing  on Front S t r e e t  and cont inued t h e r e  u n t i l  a new school  w a s  b u i l t  i n  

1925. 

Southwest of t h e  o l d  school  was S t r evy ' s  grove i n  which was a l a r g e  pav i l -  

i on  where many reunions,  p i c n i c s  and dances were he ld  dur ing  t h e  summer. The 

S t r evy ' s  had a candy, s o f t  d r ink  and i c e  cream s tand  which they opened f o r  

bus iness  dur ing  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s .  There was a l s o  a small l a k e  i n  t h e  grove which 

made a n  e x c e l l e n t  p l ace  f o r  ska t ing  i n  t h e  win ter .  

There were two churches,  t h e  Methodist and B a p t i s t ,  t h e  same a s  a t  t h e  

p re sen t  t i m e .  I n  1919 a k i t chen  was added t o  t h e  Methodist  church. Their  par-  

sonage was b u i l t  i n  1902, but  t h e  Bap t i s t  parsonage was no t  completed u n t i l  

1911. The Ladies  Aid of both churches served d inne r s  f o r  t h e  p r i c e  of 20C. 

The Odd Fellows and Rebeccas who were very a c t i v e  he ld  t h e i r  meetings i n  

t h e  bu i ld ing  a c r o s s  from t h e  l i b r a r y  on Front S t r e e t .  The Grange was a l s o  a 

s t rong  organiza t ion .  Thei r  meeting p l ace  was i n  a h a l l  which i s  now t h e  

Hanzock home. 

New Albany had a very  good band composed of s i x t e e n  t o  e ighteen  members, 

and t h e i r  conductor dur ing  p a r t  of t h i s  per iod was Jay  Campbell. They not  only 

e n t e r t a i n e d  i n  New Albany but  gave conce r t s  i n  surrounding towns and a t  

county f a i r s .  

The f i r e  f i g h t i n g  equipment cons i s t ed  of two handdrawn hose c a r t s ,  but  

t h e  men were q u i t e  succes s fu l  i n  f i g h t i n g  f i r e s  i n  t h e  town. 



Agnes Allen remembers, i n  1938, when she  and her  s i s t e r  Edn la, took over 

t h e  ope ra t ion  of t h e i r  s t o r e ,  t h e r e  w e r e  four  o t h e r  grocery s t o r e s  i n  New 

Albany--Wheaten's, Finch 's ,  Ray Wilcox's and Mi l la rd  Corson's. Some of t he  

o t h e r  s t o r e s  a t  t h a t  time were: Fawcet t ' s  Jewelry S to re ,  Frank Dieffenbach's 

shoe shop, a drug s t o r e .  Arthur Dibble had a r ad io  shop, t t w  Sick Hotel ,  

W i l l  Wilcox had a s t o r e ,  Lowell Allen bad t h e  Hardware, another  Finch had a 

meat market, and Howard Cranmer had f u r n i t u r e  s t o r e  and undertaking business .  

New Albany dur ing  t h e  1940's  

Feb., 1942--Wheaton's Meat Market has  been opera ted  t h i s  week by t h e  cap- 

a b l e  Miss Marie Epler  and William Johnston dur ing  t h e  i l l n e s s  of both M r .  and 

M r s .  Ray Wheaton. 

Feb., 1943--Mr. and M r s .  G. B i l l y  Johnston,  t h e  former P e a r l  Bender and 

l i t t l e  son of Elmira have moved i n t o  t h e  W .  F. Wilcox homestead. Their  r e t u r n  

t o  New Albany i s  welcomed by everyone. M r .  Johnston is employed by Bryan 

engineer ing  f a c t o r y  here .  

Receives High Honors--Miss Es ther  Sayman wins h ighes t  honor i n  New Albany 

High School graduat ing c l a s s  of 1943 and received a s  a p r i z e  t h e  Dorst Award of 

Merit  f o r  genera l  exce l lance .  Second h ighes t  honor, Glor ia  Beardsley. Ronald 

Hatch chosen a s  b e s t  a l l  around boy of h i s  c l a s s .  

New Albany Red Cross work rooms a r e  now loca t ed  i n  t h e  home of M r s  Conry 

Hoffman. 

Oct. ,  1943--New Albany Engages New Ass i s t an t  Cashier .  The Board of D i r -  

e c t o r s  of F i r s t  Nat ional  Bank of New Albany has  engaged Lee Simons t o  s e r v e  

a s  a s s i s t a n t  c a s h i e r .  

F. F. A. Boys t o  Play i n  Farm Show Band--This i s  t h e  f i r s t  t ime s i n c e  t h e  

l o c a l  chapter  has  been organized t h a t  they  have been so honored. The t h r e e  

honored were: Donald Yaw, Walter Newton, Jr. and Karl  Robinson. 

Vocational Winners a t  t h e  Farm Show a t  Harrisburg--1944--Minnie Bender of 

New Albany, f i r s t  p r i z e  on c o t t o n  s u i t ,  $4. Carol  Brown of New Albany, t h i r d  

p r i z e  on c h i l d ' s  c o t t o n  d r e s s ,  $2 .  Esther  Sayman of New Albany, f o u r t h  p r i z e  

on jumper, $1. 

New Albany Schools Open Sept .  11, 1944--Faculty-Elwood L. Kendal l ,  

superv is ing  p r i n c i p a l ,  Science and Hi s to ry ;  Howard M i l l e r ,  a s s i s t a n t  p r inc i -  

p a l ,  Vocational Agr icu l ture :  Miss Evelyn Bravo, English,  L a t i n ,  and French; 

Miss Dorothy Boyer, Vocational Home Economics; Mrs. Frances Whitmore, Music 

and Soc ia l  S tud ie s ;  Miss Eleanor P l a t t ,  Math and Heal th;  Miss H a r r i e t  
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Ballantine, School Nurse. Frank Hardenstine, Grades 7 and 8; Leland Estelle, 

Grades 5 and 6; Miss Ellen Scott, 3 and 4; Miss Florence Hugo, 1 and 2. Mrs. 

Sybyl Post, 1 - 4 at Evergreen. 
Jan. 15, 1945 

New Albany War Plant Receives 'E' from Army, Navy. 

Workers Respond With Pledge to Continue Efforts. 

Bradford County Community Sets Pace for All Smaller Places in Nation 

Impressive Ceremonies in High School Auditorium. 

It was possibly New Albany's greatest day. Less than four percent of the 

war plants in the nation have been so honored and it is believed the one at 

NewAlbany is the smallest ever to receive the distinction. Exceptional piece 

of work has been done in this Bradford County community. How it was done was 

explained by Robert N. Holland, general manager, when he revealed that some 

of the men walk miles each day through snow to get to the plant over snow- 

blocked roads. He said a number of the faithful workers are men who not only 

put in regular stints at the factory but also operate forms as well. One man 

operating a machine regularly is a minister. 

The award, 'E' for excellence in production, consisted of a flag to be 

flown above the plant and a lapel pin for everyone in the plant. 

New Albany looks desolate these days with so many in factories and scores 

in the armed forces of our country, but one familiar scene still parades the 

streets daily, Elmer Robinson and his "tin lizzie" with his assistant chauf- 

feur, Karl Keldar. 

1944--New Albany Boy Weds in England--An impressive single-ring wedding 

ceremony united in holy matrimony Miss Margaret Kathleen Harris of England and 

Corporal Bryce Campbell of New Albany. The newlyweds will make their home in 

the U. S. at the close of the war. 



Articles etc. from old newspapers 

and scrapbooks 



Another Pioneer  Gone (Much information is found i n  o l d  o b i t u a r i e s )  

Moses Ashla Ladd, one of t h e  earliest s e t t l e r s  i n  Albany township, died on 

Sunday of  p a r a l y s i s ,  a f t e r  an  i l l n e s s  of about  four  days. The deceased w a s  

born J u l y  23, 1802, and t h e r e f o r e  n e a r l y  eighty-four  y e a r s  of  age. M r .  Ladd 

c l ea red  a farm a t  Laddsburg and l i v e d  t h e r e  t h e  g r e a t e r  p a r t  o f  h i s  l i f e .  H e  

a f te rwards  r e s ided  f o r  a t i m e  i n  New Albany borough, removing t h r e e  yea r s  ago 

t o  Evergreen, t h e  p l a c e  where he d ied .  H e  r e t a ined  h i s  mental f a c u l t i e s  i n  a 

marked degree, was a devoted member of t h e  C h r i s t i a n  church, and a man f o r  whom 

h i s  neighbors  had profound r e spec t .  H e  l e a v e s  a wi fe  and s e v e r a l  c h i l d r e n  t o  

mourn h i s  l o s s .  

* * * * * * * * *  
Benjamin S. Wilcox died a t  t h e  home of h i s  son Geo. E. Wilcox, on North 

Main S t r e e t ,  Monday morning, a f t e r  a l i n g e r i n g  i l l n e s s  of s eve ra l  months. The 

deceased w a s  a son of Rowland Wilcox, one of t h e  p ioneers  of Albany township, 

and was born A p r i l  20, 1815. Uncle Ben a s  he w a s  f a m i l i a r l y  c a l l e d ,  i n  h i s  

younger days was a n  a t h l e t e  and powerful man. He w a s  a noted runner ,  jumper 

and w r e s t l e r ,  and h i s  equal  could hard ly  be  found i n  t h e  county. He a l s o  

gained q u i t e  a c e l e b r i t y  a s  a huntsman. 

M r .  Wilcox took a n  a c t i v e  i n t e r e s t  i n  p o l i t i c s ,  always being a devoted 

member of t h e  Democratic pa r ty .  I n  1851 he was e l e c t e d  t o  t h e  o f f i c e  of 

county t r e a s u r e s ,  and served one t e r m .  

M r .  Wilcox i s  survived by an aged wife ,  t h r e e  sons and t h r e e  daughters .  

Funeral s e r v i c e s  were conducted form t h e  house yes te rday  forenoon under t h e  

ausp ices  of Evergreen Lodge, F. and A. M., of Monroeton, of which deceased 

had long been a member. Interment i n  Rivers ide  cemetery. 

* * * * * * * * *  
A M r .  Warner has  moved i n t o  rooms over  M. M. Corson's s t o r e .  M r .  Warner 

w i l l  o p e r a t e r  a b r i c k  manufacturing p l a n t  on lands  of 0. W. Fawcett j u s t  below 

town. We a r e  informed t h a t  a chemical process  w i l l  be used i n  hardening t h e  

b r i c k s  which makes burning unnecessary. D e t a i l s  of t h e  p l a n  a r e  r a t h e r  s ca rce  

a t  t h i s  t ime a s  we have no t  y e t  met M r .  Warner, bu t  t h e  bus ines s  i s  a s u r e  go, 

we a r e  t o l d .  

(This  bus iness  must have r e a l l y  been i n  ope ra t ion  because P e a r l  Johnston 

t e l l s  of her  f a t h e r  plowing up b r i c k s  i n  t h e  f i e l d s  a t  t h e  Bender farm a t  

Stevenson.) 

* * * * * * * * *  



Camp Meeting 

A Camp Meeting will be held at Emory Park, (formerly Sterigere's grove) 

New Albany, Pa., commencing August 4, and closing August 16, 1887. The trust- 

ees of the M. E. Church have pruchased this beautiful park for camp meetings 

and other religious purposes. Following is the programme: Opening day, August 

4; reunion day, August 9; children's day, August 10; christian endevor day, 

August 13; temperance anniversary day, August 15. Eminent speakers have 

been engaged for the meeting. Good board and lodging at reasonable rates to 

be had at the park. Tents to rent with floors at very reasonable rates. All 

trains stop at park during the meetings. All are cordially invited to attend. 

Address all communications to D. W. Harshbarger, M. D., New Albany, Pa. 
* * * * * * * * *  

April 22, 1893 

A very sad accident accurred at George Waltman's mill Thursday afternoon, 

the 20th. An emery stone bursted while Mr. Waltman was using it and a piece 

took him just under the pupil of his only good eye. Dr. Lantz was hastily sum- 

moned and did what he could but advised him to go right tb an occulist for 

treatment. Friday morning Dr. Lantz accompanied Mr. Waltman to Philadelphia. 

This is the second accident of the kind at the mill; about three years ago 

Mr. Waltman's father died from the effects of an emery stone striking and frac- 

turing his skull. We sincerely hope this will not leave him totally blind. We 

understand that he has been told that the cataract on the one eye can be re- 

moved. His son Fred will necessarily have to look after the business during his 

father's absence, and as he has had quite an experience in the lumber business 

we think he will prove himself equal to the task. 

* * * * * * * * *  
Cyrus Plummer has taken to himself an helpmeet in the person of a lively 

and wide-awake widow. The Bride is a very attractive lady and their many 

friends wish the couple all happiness. But we cannot have all happiness and Mr. 

Plummer is not an exception. Last week he lost a very valuable horse whose loss 

he will feel severely, as the busy season does not end with farmers here till 

their hay is all marketed. 

* * * * * * * * *  
New Albany Mirror-1896 

The phonograph entertainment at the Baptist church Saturday evening was 

highly appreciated by a good audience. Curtis Demorest, the young machinist o 



Towanda, who made t h e  machine, i s  a n  o l d  New Albany boy, and w e  a l l  claim a 

sha re  i n  t h e  honest  p r i d e  he  c e r t a i n l y  must f e e l  i n  having cons t ruc ted  so per- 

f e c t  and d e l i c a t e  an  instrument  as a phonograph, and t h i s  one i s  no ord inary  

a f f a i r ,  bu t  t h e  loudes t  and b e s t  we have ever  heard. 

* * * * * * * * *  
Don't throw away your o l d  f l o u r  b a r r e l s .  They a r e  u se fu l .  It has been 

found t h a t  an  ord inary  f l o u r  b a r r e l  w i l l  hold 678,900 s i l v e r  d o l l a r s .  

* * * * * * * * *  
1896 

The f i r e  hose and c a r t  came Monday, and Monday evening a t  7 o 'c lock  t h e  

hose w a s  t e s t e d  a t  t h e  hydrant  a t  t h e  corner  of  Main and Hubler s t r e e t s .  The 

s t ream was thrown e n t i r e l y  over  t h e  B a p t i s t  church s t e e p l e  which is  seventy 

f i v e  f e e t  high. Some s t and ing  a t  a d i s t a n c e  c la im t h a t  i t  went f u l l y  twenty 

f e e t  above t h e  s t e e p l e .  To say we f e e l  proud of ou r  water  works i s  p u t t i n g  

i t  mild. We a r e  r i g h t  i n  i t  and wa i t i ng  f o r  f i r e .  

* * * * * * * * *  
E. S.  Keeler had a b i c y c l e  coupler  shop i n  t h e  bu i ld ing  a c r o s s  t h e  c reek  

from t h e  l i b r a r y .  These couplers  a r e  f l e x i b l e  t o  make t h e  b ikes  l e a n  when 

going around curves.  The couplers  hook two b ikes  toge ther  s i d e  by s i d e .  A t  

one time a garden seeder  was a l s o  made. 

* * * * * * * * *  
Jeremiah Blackman, born June 6, 1804 came t o  Monroe i n  1825. He loca t ed  

on t h e  South Branch and engaged i n  blacksmithing,  farming, lumbering and h o t e l  

keeping. H i s  dea th  occurred February 17,  1878. He married Jane Edse l l ,  who 

su rv ives  him. Also t h e  fol lowing children-Lucinda (Mrs. Chester C a r t e r ) ;  

William H . ;  Lamira (Mrs. Chris topher  P l a t t ) ;  and Sophia (Mrs. Edwin Wilcox). 

* * * * * * * * *  
Church b e l l s  were made by Paul inus ,  an  I t a l i a n  bishop,  t o  d r i v e  away 

demons, about 400 A. D. 

* * * * * * * * *  
Wedding--Billings-Rolles 

On Thursday, Oct. 26, a t  t h e  Methodist Episcopal parsonage a t  Wetona, 

by Rev. Bryam G. G. Sanford, LaMont C. B i l l i n g s  of t h i s  p l ace ,  and Miss P e a r l  

Rol les  of Homets Fer ry  were un i t ed  i n  marriage. The groom i s  a son of M r .  

and Mrs. E. J .  B i l l i n g s ,  one of t h e  most prominent f a m i l i e s  i n  t h i s  s e c t i o n  of 

t h e  county. A s  f o r  LaMont himself--well he a c t e d  i n  t h e  capac i ty  of o f f i c e  

boy i n  t h e  Mirror  o f f i c e  f o r  a whi le  once upon a t ime, and maybe t h a t ' s  why , 
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we t ake  such a sh in  .e t o  him; anyhow h le's a dandy young man, and we. vo ice  t h e  

sentiment of t h i s  town when we wish him and h i s  b r i d e  a l l  happiness and pros- 

p e r i t y  during l i f e .  

* * * * * * * * *  
El ida  Boston Ki l l ed  By Tra in  

El ida  Boston was s t r u c k  and i n s t a n t l y  k i l l e d  by t h e  10:09 passenger t r a i n  

a t  t h i s  p l ace  Monday morning. He had gone t o  t h e  home of Orin Bennett ,  near  

t h e  r a i l r o a d  t r a c k s  t o  l eave  a washing, when t h e  t r a i n  came i n  s i g h t .  H i s  

horse,  s tanding  near  t h e  r a i l r o a d ,  became f r igh tened  and M r .  Boston r an  ou t  

of t h e  house t o  hold him, and j u s t  a s  t h e  t r a i n  was nea r ly  upon them t h e  

horse made a lunge d i r e c t l y  i n  f r o n t  of t h e  engine,  ca r ry ing  t h e  man wi th  him. 

Both horse  and man were i n s t a n t l y  k i l l e d  and t h e  wagon demolished. An exami- 

na t ion  of t h e  body found both l e g s  and both arms broken and t h e  neck and back 

had a l s o  been broken and t h e  s k u l l  f r a c t u r e d  bes ides  i n t e r n a l  i n j u r i e s  t h a t  

a lone  would have caused dea th .  

The remains were taken t o  t h e  undertaking rooms of 0 .  C. Cranmer where 

they were prepared f o r  b u r i a l .  Funeral s e r v i c e s  were he ld  yes te rday  af te rnoon,  

interment  tak ing  p l ace  i n  t h e  cemetery a t  t h i s  p l ace .  

* * * * * * * * *  
Davis-Bender 

Nov. 9,  1898, a t  3 o 'c lock ,  23 gues ts  assembled a t  t h e  home of t h e  b r i d e ' s  

pa ren t s ,  M r .  and M r s .  L.  C.  Bender, t o  wi tness  t h e  marr iage of t h e i r  only 

daughter ,  Miss T i l l a ,  t o  M r .  Rush Davis. 

The ceremony was performed under an  a rch  of evergreens by Rev. J. H. B r i t t o n  

of North Towanda. The b r i d e  was dressed i n  b lue  broadclo th  trimmed wi th  whi te  

s i l k ,  and t h e  groom i n  t h e  convent ional  black.  The b r i d e  rece ived  some very  

handsome and use fu l  p re sen t s .  Af t e r  a boun t i fu l  wedding supper was served t h e  

happy couple l e f t  on t h e  7 o 'c lock  t r a i n  amid a shower of r i c e ,  bear ing  wi th  

them t h e  hea r ty  congra tu l a t ions  of t h e i r  f r i e n d s .  

One of t h e  gues ts .  

* * * * * * * * * 
T e r r i b l e  Death 

I n  broad day l i g h t  Sunday, t h e  t h r e e  year  o l d  son of J. K. S i l v a r a  was 

burned t o  death i n  a dry  goods box on Front S t r e e t .  Lived by two hours.  One 

of t h e  most shocking acc iden t s  t h a t  ever  happened he re  occured a t  ha l f  p a s t  

twelve Sunday af te rnoon.  An alarm of f i r e  was sounded and t h e  people rushed 



t o  t h e  scene, a t  f i r s t  t h e  i n c i d e n t  seemed ins igni f icant - -only  a dry goods box 

of shavings i n  f r o n t  of  A. B .  Lewis' harness  shop, bu t  when it became known 

t h a t  a human l i f e  had been snuffed ou t  by t h a t  l i t t l e  b l a z e ,  t h e  people were 

sickened wi th  ho r ro r .  

L i t t l e  Harold had climbed i n t o  t h e  box which was p a r t l y  f i l l e d  wi th  excel- 

s i o r  ( f i n e  shavings)  and had l i g h t e d  a match and touched t h e  inflammable s t u f f ,  

i t  blazed up l i k e  powder, enveloping t h e  boy i d  t h e  flames, and be fo re  he could 

g e t  ou t  h i s  c l o t h i n g  was n e a r l y  a l l  burned o f f  and h i s  f l e s h  burned t o  a c r i s p .  

No one was near  a t  t h e  t ime and so  we can only  suppose t h e  above t o  be t h e  

f a c t s .  

Af t e r  t h e  f i r e  was discovered t h e  unfor tuna te  boy was seen t o  climb from 

t h e  box and some boys rushed t o  him and t r i e d  t o  put  ou t  t h e  f i r e  i n  h i s  c lo th -  

i ng  wi th  t h e i r  coa t s .  He was taken t o  D r .  McKown's o f f i c e  and every th ing  poss- 

i b l e  done t o  save h i s  l i f e ,  bu t  h i s  body had been t o r t u r e d  by t h e  c r u e l  flames 

beyond t h e  power of human remedies t o  reach ,  he was taken t o  C.  J .  Sumnerls 

where he died two hours a f t e r  t h e  acc iden t  and when t h e  church b e l l  t o l d  t h e  

p i t i f u l  t a l e  i n  t h r e e  s h o r t ,  d o l e f u l  s t r o k e s ,  t h e  whole town mourned wi th  t h e  

s t r i k e n  pa ren t s  and were f i l l e d  wi th  ho r ro r  by t h e  awful f a c t ,  so hard t o  be- 

l i e v e  and b i t t e r  t o  r e a l i z e .  

" L i t t l e  Harold" everyone c a l l e d  him, was a sweet,  winning c h i l d ,  b r i g h t  

beyond h i s  age,  was so we l l  known t o  a l l  t h a t  he w i l l  be missed by a l l .  But 

t o  h i s  pa ren t s  he was t h e  very app le  of t h e i r  eye, and al though they have a l l  

t h e  sympathy and consola t ion  t h a t  mor ta l s  can o f f e r :  no human balm can reach 

t h e  depth of t h e i r  wounds, bu t  we p a i n t  wi th  confidence t o  t h e  words of t h e  

sacred sage;  "Earth h a s  no sorrow t h a t  Heaven cannot heal".  L i t t l e  Harold 

would have been four  yea r s  o l d  had he l i v e d  u n t i l  December. The f u n e r a l  was 

held Monday af te rnoon form t h e  home of C. J. Sumner, Rev. D. Stoker  o f f i c i a t i n g ,  

interment  i n  New Albany cemetery. 

* * * * * * * * * 

Items and Adver t i s ing  from Albany Weekly Mirror ,  Wednesday, Oct. 5,  1898 

Sayre t o  have a Nat ional  Bank. Why no t  New Albany? 

The only f l o u r  r ece iv ing  premium f o r  bread, cakes and r o l l s ,  e t c . ,  a t  t h e  

f a i r  l a s t  week, was Marvel f l o u r  s o l d  by F. T. Mynard a t  t h i s  p lace .  

An order  has j u s t  been i ssued  by t h e  Lehigh Valley au tho r i z ing  i ts  agents  

t o  s e l l  t i c k e t s  t o  s o l d i e r s  and s a i l o r s  on fur lough a t  one h a l f  f a r e ,  o r  t o  

s e l l  them round t r i p  t i c k e t s  a t  a s i n g l e  f i r s t  c l a s s  f a r e .  This  i s  very gen- 
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erous on t h e  p a r t  of  t h e  Lehigh Val ley company, and w i l l  be  much apprecia  

by t h e  s o l d i e r s  i n  t h i s  s e c t i o n .  

Eccen t r i c  people  are sometimes p e c u l i a r  persons  t h a t  o t h e r s  c a n ' t  a f f o r d  

t o  c a l l  f o o l s .  

The easiest chance t o  have your own way i s  by n o t  wanting it.  

Notice--Having s o l d  my f u r n i t u r e  and undertaking bus iness  t o  0. C. Cranmer 

of t h i s  p l ace ,  a l l  persons indebted t o  m e  w i l l  p l e a s e  c a l l  and make se t t l emen t .  

C. C. Wood 

A drove of wi ld  horses  w a s  t h e  c e n t e r  of  i n t e r e s t  h e r e  over  Sunday. 

You can g e t  c i d e r  b a r r e l s ,  t h e  very  b e s t  oak, b r i g h t ,  c l e a n  and new a t  

t h e  Albany Drug S to re .  

P ro f .  May and son W i l l i e  of  Hanover, took d inner  a t  t h e  Wells House Monday 

on t h e i r  way t o  F o r k s v i l l e  F a i r  w i th  t h e i r  t r a i n e d  dogs. 

The viewers  i n  r ega rds  t o  a county b r idge  a c r o s s  Ladd Brook on Fran t  S t .  

t h i s  borough, looked over  t h e  s i t e  yes te rday  morning and w i l l  r e p r o t  favorab le ,  

i t  i s  a much needed improvement, and more t han  t h e  borough i s  a b l e  t o  make a t  

presen t .  

Dry Goods and Millinery--G.L. Norton 

S i l v e r  Ware--A. L. Fawcett 

Wheat F lour ,  Pure Corn Meal, S a l t  by bb l .  o r  sack ,  a l l  k inds  of feed 

E. J .  B i l l i n g s .  

R. J. Benninger 's  New Grocery S t o r e  

Having purchased t h e  grocery s tock  and good w i l l  of  Rex M. Wilcox, I have 

opened a grocery  and sh ipping  bus iness  i n  t h e  Dempsey b u i l d i n g  and i n v i t e  my 

f r i e n d s  t o  c a l l  and see what they can save  by buying f o r  cash  of  m e .  F i r s t  

c l a s s  b u t t e r  and eggs same a s  cash. 

Church Notices  

Methodist Episcopal--Rev. Daniel S toke r ,  P a s t o r  

Methodist Protestant--Rev. S. D. F i sk ,  Pas to r  

East Forks,  L i t t l e - v i l l e ,  Laddsburg, Mount Tabor (Hatch H i l l )  

Baptist--Rev. W. H. Demorest, P a s t r o  

C. R. Sad le r ,  Tonsor ia l  A r t i s t  

For a p l ea san t  shave o r  s t y l i s h  h a i r  a t  my shop 

Shop over Cas t e r s  grocery.  See t h e  hand s ign .  

Exchange Hote l  - Wm. Murphy, P rop ' r  

F i r s t  c l a s s  accommodations Rates  $1  p e r  day 

Good l i v e r y  and S t ab l ing ,  New Albany, Pa. 
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I handle Jewelry, Clocks, Watches, Glasses, etc., at hard time prices. 

W. P. Davis--CorcoranVs Block, New Albany, Pa. 

Masonry Work--Vargason & Corbin, New Albany 

We are prepared to put buttons on your shoes with the celebrated Heaton Button 

Fastener. I am also prepared to make a bang up good shoe for $3. 

G. I. Heverly 

Wallpaper--E. P. Kester and Co. 

Windsor Waterproof Collars, Cuffs and Shirt Fronts 

F. L. Taylor, Agent, New Albany, Fa. 

Hotel Wells--H. R. Wells, Prop. Rates $1 per day 

Home Comforts-Metropolitan Conveniences-Good sample room for commercial men- 

Steam heated throughout-Hot and Cold Water Baths-Livery attached. 

M. Brink, New Albany, Pa. 

Dealer in Groceries, Flour and Feed 

8 bars oak leaf soap 2 5 ~  

2 lb. good Kio coffee 2 5 ~  

Pickled Pork Per Pound 7C 

Dr. A. H. Wooster 

Practical Veternary Surgeion and Dentist, Eight~en years experience. 

Dr. Wooster is a graduate of Detroit, Mich. and having located in New Albany 

will treat all domesticated animals. All calls promptly attended day or night. 

Office at Wells Hotel. 

J. T. Swackhamer - Practical Painter and Hardwood Finisher--Paper Hanging a 
Specialty, New Albany, Pa. 

New Albany Steam Mills Retail Market 

Come and see the feed and meal made and know what they are made of. 

C. W. Fawcett 

Suits and Pants made to order 

W. W. Corson Agt., New Albany, Pa. 

Council Proceedings: Borough Council met in adjourned session Tuesday night. 

E. W. VanDyke in the chair. All members were present. Secretary instructed to 

notify parties in regard to putting down new walks and carry out the wishes of 

the council at last meeting; also to notify Railroad Co. to build walk from 
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B i l l i n g s  feed room a c r o s s  r a i l r o a d  t r ack .  J .  M. Molyn ~ e u x  app .nted s t r e e t  

commissioner i n  absence of commissioner. The grading of Fawcett Ave. t o  be 

l e t  t o  Frank Arey f o r  $27.23 and subsc r ip t ion  of $10.75. Adjourned a t  10 P.M. 

Ad i n  Mirror ,  1898 

M. Carman & Son 

San i t a ry  Plumbing, Steam, Hot Water and Hot A i r  Heating, Brass Goods Pipe,  Pumps 

and Hose. Opera House Block - Towanda 

A Small Metal Sign 

M. Carman & Son 

Samples 

Towanda, Pa. 

Was found i n  t h e  ground i n  1979 a t  t h e  s i t e  of t h e  o l d  Norton Livery on Main S t .  

Newspaper Clipping 

The Flyer  

Over t h e  Williamsport and North Branch R. R.-A P ic turesque  route-Lake 

Mokomo-Rev. Father  Toner-Mountains, Rivers  and Peaceful  Val leys.  

I a r o s e  Monday morning 5 a .  m. whi le  t h e  b i r d s  were s ing ing  t h e i r  "morning 

c a r o l s , "  and took t h e  Williamsport Flyer" f o r  t h e  lumber c i t y .  Usually I have 

gone around by way of Elmira,  whenever i t  was necessary  t o  reach  Phi lade lphia  

v i a  t h e  Pennsylvania r a i l r o a d ,  bu t  j u s t  f o r  t h e  novel ty  and t h e  newness of t h e  

th ing ,  I concluded a r i d e  over  our  new connect ing l i ne - the  Williamsport and 

North Branch railroad-would be i n t e r e s t i n g ,  and so  i t  proved. 

A baggage and one passenger composed t h e  makeup of t h e  t r a i n ,  but  t h e  

exceeding p o l i t e n e s s  of t h e  gen ia l  conductor,  M r .  P e t e r  B i e l ,  made up f o r  any 

l a c k  of pullman c a r s .  He s t o p s  over  Sunday a t  t h e  Ochs h o t e l ,  and th inks  

Towanda and Williamsport w i l l  s t r i k e  up a b i g  t r a d e  bye and bye. There were 

only fnur  o r  f i v e  passengers  i n  t h e  c a r  when we s t a r t e d ,  bu t  by t h e  t ime we 

had reached Ha l l s  i t  was crowded. 

The road p.asses through a very p ic turesque  count ry ;  I mean by t h a t  un- 

u sua l ly  so ,  u n t i l  you reach Hughsvi l le ,  when t h e  wide v a l l e y s  and o ld  s e t t l e d  

farms, c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  of Lycoming county, are r e t a i n e d  u n t i l  Williamsport i s  

reached. Most of our  people a r e  acquainted wi th  t h e  country between Towanda a 

and Dushore. New Albany seems t o  be t h e  most pre ten tous  town t h i s  s i d e  of 

Dushore. Severa l  new houses a r e  going up t h e r e .  The depot ,  however, reminds 

one of f r o n t i e r  s e t t l emen t ,  a s  i t  i s  simply a f r e i g h t  c a r ,  a t t ached  t o  t h e  

te legraph  and telephone a s  we l l  a s  t h e  U. S. Express Co. The o l d  depot w a s  
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d ,  b u t  no doubt t h e  t h r i f t y  New Alb ians  w 1 i n  t h e  n e a r  f u t u r e  have a 

cunning l i t t l e  depo t  more i n  harmony w i t h  t h e i r  su r roundings .  

Dushore, which t r a d e s  i n  Towanda, h a s  two b u s s e s  a t  t h e  d e p o t ,  and p r e s e n t s  

q u i t e  and a r r o g a n t  a i r  w i t h  i t s  one t h r i f t y  street and t h e  romant ic  s t o n e  

C a t h o l i c  Church, w i t h  i t s  v i l l a g e  o f  t h e  dead,  r e s t i n g  s o  p e a c e f u l l y  upon t h e  

h i l l .  And t h e n  you have such a g l o r i o u s  view of  L a p o r t e ' s  r i v a l  frdm t h e  h i g h  

t r e s s l i n g  as you p a s s  o v e r  t h e  town. Dushore i s  c e r t a i n l y  handsomer t h a n  h e r  

sister, and r e c e i v e s  t h e  homage due h e r  beau ty  and t a l e n t s  from a l l  t r a v e l l e r s .  

Rev. F a t h e r  K i s e ,  t h e  esteemed P r i e s t  o f  Dushore, accompanied by Rev. 

F a t h e r  P a t r i c k  Toner,  g o t  on t h e  t r a i n  h e r e .  I had n o t  s e e n  F a t h e r  Toner f o r  

twelve y e a r s - s i n c e  h e  l e f t  Towanda f o r  t h e  Old Wofld. Somehow I f a i l e d  t o  r e c -  

ogn ize  him u n t i l  we had r i d d e n  s e v e r a l  m i l e s ,  t h e n  I caught  t h e  g l a n c e  o f  h i s  

eye,  and a l l  t h e  o l d  t ime  memories o f  my you th  came back t o  m e ,  a s  w e l l  as of  

my mother..  He h a s  grown a  l i t t l e  s t o u t e r ,  much g r a y e r ,  b u t  h e  s t i l l  r e t a i n s  

t h e  s t r o n g  p h y s i c a l  h e a l t h  and mus ica l  v o i c e  h e  had when he  was a n  accustomed 

f i g u r e  i n  o u r  county upon t h e  back of h i s  famous " S a r s f i e l d . "  He t o l d  me a b o u t  

h i s  l i f e  i n  Rome, and gave t h e  Pope t h e  h i g h e s t  p r a i s e  and o u t  i n  deep and 

h e a r t f e l t  e x p r e s s i o n s  of l a n d  f o r  l i b e r t y  and t h e  poor man, and h e  s t i l l  loved  

i t .  He came t o  Towanda when h e  w a s  a  young p r i e s t ,  be ing  o n l y  30 y e a r s  o l d ,  

and he hopes t o  v i s i t  o u r  town i n  t h e  n e a r  f u t u r e  and g r e e t  t h o s e  o f  h i s  o l d  

f r i e n d s  who a r e  s t i l l  l i v i n g .  

We passed  a  l i t t l e  c a b i n  i n  t h e  weeds and t h e  conductor  s a i d  t h e  most 

p rofane  man i n  t h e  s t a t e  l i v e d  i n  i t .  H i s  name i s  VanDusen, and he t h r e a t e n e d  

t o  shoo t  t h e  e n g i n e e r s  f o r  t r e s p a s s i n g  on h i s  l o n e l y  h a b i t a t i o n  when t h e  road  

was p u t  through.  

LaPor te  and Lake Mokomo a r e  r e v e l a t i o n s .  You cannot  s e e  LaPor te  from t h e  

c a r s ,  b u t  t h e  a r t i f i c i a l  l a k e ,  w i t h  i t s  t i n y  s teamboa t ,  i s  a  c o o l  and r e f r e s h -  

i n g  p i c t u r e .  There  seems t o  be  a  summer r e s o r t  element h e r e .  M r .  James Hale 

of Duluth s a i d  i t  was much c o o l e r  t h a n  i n  Towanda, and he  was h e r e  f o r  a  few 

days .  The m e t r o p o l i s  of S u l l i v a n  county h i d e s  h e r  f a c e  behind t h e  h i l l s  a  m i l e  

o r  two away. 

The road  from h e r e  i s  through w i l d  and i m p r e s s i v e  s c e n e r y ,  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  

by t h e  two o r  t h r e e  mammoth "horse  shoes".  For i n s t a n c e ,  t h e r e  i s  a  s t r e t c h  of 

road a  few m i l e s  beyond L a p o r t e  where i t  t a k e s  f i v e  m i l e s  t o  go one.  When you 

a r e  on t h e  upper g rade ,  you can s e e  t h e  c u r v e  you w i l l  soon p a s s  over  f o u r  hun- 

dred f e e t  up and s e e  t h e  t r a c k  you a r e  approach ing .  One eng ine  can  o n l y  draw 

n i n e  f r e i g h t  c a r s  over  t h i s  curve .  The mountains h e r e  p a i n t  a n  i m p r e s s i v e  back- 

7 0 



ground. It b e a t s  any horse  shoe I was ever  over .  Near S a t t e r l e e  i s  a  f i n e  

bu i ld ing  s tone  quarry,  and t h e  road tumbles a long between massive t imbers .  When 

you reach  Hughsvi l le  you a r e  aga in  i n  t h e  land  of  l ong  c i v i l i z a t i o n ,  and t h e  c a r s  

f i l l  up. I had supposed t h a t  t h e  c a r s  run d i r e c t l y  i n t o  Wil l iamsport ,  but  t h i s  

i s  a  mistake. It ends a t  H a l l s ;  t h e r e  you have t o  wai t  a  few moments f o r  t h e  

Reading t r a i n ,  which t a k e s  you i n t o  Wil l iamsport  a t  t h e  Reading depot .  I n  t h e  

f u t u r e  no doubt t h e  Wil l iamsport  & North Branch w i l l  run a  t r a i n  c l e a r  through 

t o  Wil l iamsport .  

I n  f a c t  t h e  l i t t l e  t r a i n  c a l l e d  " the  f l y e r "  t akes  you a  p l e a s a n t ,  coo l  r i d e ,  

through a  comparat ively new country.  Towandians a r e  i n t e r e s t e d  because i t  i s  

t o  prove a  b e n e f i t  t o  our  town. Ce r t a in ly  you can reach  Wil l iamsport  qu i cke r  

than  by way of  Elmira.  I t h i n k  i t  was j u s t  10:30 when we landed i n  Wil l iamsport ,  

t h a t  i s  p r e t t y  good time. You can wai t  a t  a  l i t t l e  s t a t i o n  a t  f o o t  of  P ine  

S t r e e t  o r  go up t o  t h e  Park Hotel  and t a k e  any t r a i n  on t h e  N .  C .  Ra i l road .  

Towanda and Wil l iamsport  have shaken hands over t h e s e  r av ines  and Moun- 

t a i n s  and should t r y  and g e t  up a mutual i n t e r e s t  t h e  d e s t i n i e s  of which may 

prove of g r e a t  advantage t o  both.  May a l l  t h e s e  hopes be f u l l y  r e a l i z e d .  

1 6  

J .  L.  Eddy of Laquin was i n  town Monday n i g h t  i n  seach o f  a g i r l  t o  do 

housework. 

* * * * * * * * *  
Why no t  buy your Tinware a t  t h e  Campbell Tinware Factory and save middle 

men's p r o f i t ?  A l l  k inds  made t o  o rde r .  You can save  1 0  t o  50 c t s .  on a  p a i l .  

* * * * * * * * *  
1906 - Post  O f f i c e  N e w s  

Laddsburg p o s t  o f f i c e  was d i scont inued  and t h e  records  turned over  t o  New 

Albany o f f i c e  A p r i l  2 ,  1906. This  makes seven p o s t o f f i c e s  turned over  t o  New 

Albany as fol lows:  West Ter ry ,  Evergreen, New Era, Rewick, Wilmot, Cumiskey a 

and Laddsbur g  . 
This  i n c r e a s e s  t h e  mai l  t o  such an  e x t e n t  t h a t  each c a r r i e r  a long  handles  

n e a r l y  a s  much mail  a s  w a s  formerly handled by t h e  New Albany p o s t o f f i c e .  The 

r ap id ly  i nc reas ing  mail  matter f o r  t h e  r u r a l  d i s t r i c t  proves t h e  R. F. D.  t o  be  

an  educa tor .  I n  o rde r  t o  p l a c e  and d e l i v e r  t h i s  m a i l  i t  r e q u i r e s  a p e r f e c t  

system and c a r e f u l  work of each c a r r i e r  and p o s t o f f i c e  employee. 

The mail  i s  s i f t e d  and r e - s i f t e d  u n t i l  every p%ece is  placed i n  proper 

chanels  f o r  d e l i v e r y  before  t h e  c a r r i e r s  l e ave  t h e  o f f i c e .  

* * * * * * * * *  
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Our F i f t e e n t h  Year-1908 

This week t h e  Mirror e n t e r s  upon i t ' s  f i f t e e n t h  year .  Everything i s  love ly ,  

business  i s  good, t h e  people seem t o  be s a t i s f i e d  wi th  t h e  paper.  So wishing 

you a l l  a  happy New Year, we buckle down t o  t h e  t a s k  of making volume XV t h e  

b e s t  of t h e  bunch. 

* * * * * * * * *  
1909 

These a r e  busy days f o r  New Albany. From every d i r e c t i o n  app le s  a r e  being 

hauled i n t o  town and so ld  t o  our  d e a l e r s .  Las t  week they  were paying $1.10 pe r  

100 l b s .  f o r  good f r u i t .  Judging from t h e  way they  have been coming we would 

e s t ima te  t h a t  from twenty t o  twenty f i v e  thousand bushe ls  w i l l  be shipped from 

t h i s  s t a t i o n  t h i s  f a l l .  

* * * * * * * * *  
1907 

The new conc re t e  f l o u r i n g  m i l l  down by t h e  r a i l r o a d  s t a t i o n  i s  g e t t i n g  

ready f o r  bus iness .  (Now the  Hugo Mi l l )  

* * * * * * * * *  
1900 

M r s .  Harry Rhodes whose hand and f i n g e r s  were drawn out  of shape by 

rheumatism went t o  Dushore l a s t  week and had them s t r a igh tened  by breaking and 

bandaging. 

* * * * * * * * *  
J u l y ,  1896 

A t  a  meeting of t h e  town counc i l  he ld  Monday n i g h t ,  J u l y  20, a  committee 

was appointed t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  t h e  mat te r  of extending t h e  water p ipes  t o  t h e  

spr ings  on Hatch H i l l ,  a s  t h e r e  has been cons ide rab le  d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n  wi th  t h e  

present  supply taken from t h e  c reek  and f i l t e r e d .  The committee c o n s i s t i n g  of 

t h e  fol lowing gentlemen: D r .  L. R. Lantz,  D r .  W .  F. Harshberger,  E. S. Campbell, 

E. S. Keeler ,  Elmer Wells,  Orr in  Ackley and E. Chilson went Tuesday and brought 

back a  favorable  r e p o r t  f o r  t h e  ex tens ion .  Our e n e r g e t i c  water company immedi- 

a t l e y  proceeded t o  make t h e  improvement suggested and commenced t o  d e l i v e r  p ipe  

f o r  t h e  purpose l a s t  Fr iday ,  and i n  t h e  s h o r t e s t  p o s s i b l e  t ime we w i l l  be  dr ink-  

i n g  water  from t h e  pure spa rk l ing  s p r i n g s ,  i n s t e a d  of t h e  c reek  water t h a t  has  

been our supply s i n c e  t h e  new system was put  i n t o  opera t ion .  

* * * * * * * * *  
1906 

M r .  D. J .  Dixon of New Albany, who has been engaged i n  wood tu rn ing  a t  

72 



C. L. Wing's handle f a c t o r y  t h e  p a s t  four  months has accepted a  p o s i t i o n  wi th  I 
a f i rm i n  t h e  s t a t e  of Washington. 

* * * * * * * * *  
1907 

To Probe f o r  Copper 
-- 

Last  week a diamond d r i l l  a r r i v e d  i n  t h i s  p l ace  and was taken t o  t h e  o l d  

copper mine on Ladd Brook where a  p r a c t i c a l  t e s t  w i l l  be made t o  discover  . 1 
whether copper can be found i n  paying q u a n t i t i e s .  M r .  Hubbard of Scranton,  has  

charge of t h e  d r i l l i n g  opera t ions .  M. J. Wilcox of Dushore, i s  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  

t h e  business .  There a r e  unl imited outcroppings of copper ore i n  this l o c a l i t y  I 
an3 i t  would no t  be s u r p r i s i n g  i f  a  r i c h  ve in  of t h e  metal  were discovered.  

* * * * * * * * *  
According t o  Albany h i s t o r y ,  t e s t s  were made a t  t h i s  t ime and e x c e l l e n t  

o r e  obta ined ,  bu t  t h e  expense of ope ra t ion  w a s  deemed too g r e a t  t o  cont inue  

t h e  e n t e r p r i s e .  

* * * * * * * * *  
What i s  t h e  Matter with It?-1907 

The wonderful v i r t u e s  of a n t i - t o x i n  f o r  t h e  cu re  of d i p t h e r i a ,  has  been 

heralded t h e  world over and t h e  broad c la im made t h a t  medical sc ience  had 

a t  l a s t  gained c o n t r o l  over t h i s  ghas t ly  enemy which s t r ang led  our  ch i ld ren  

and made f a t h e r s  and mothers f r a n t i c  with f e a r  when i t  approached t h e  home. 

Three cases  of d iph the r i a  wi th in  the  p a s t  year  i n  t he  Davidson f a m i l i e s  

i n  t h i s  v i c i n i t y ,  a t  d i f f e r e n t  t imes and i n  d i f f e r e n t  houses,  have proven f a t a l .  

F i r s t  a  c h i l d  of John Woodley of Overton d ied  from t h e  d i sease ,  next  Eddie 

Davidson of t h i s  p lace ,  and now Freda Davidson has been taken. Anti-toxin was 

used f r e e l y  i n  a l l  t h r e e  of t h e  ca ses ,  and i f  t h e r e  i s  any v i r t u e  i n  t h e  med- 

i c i n e  why has i t  f a i l e d  i n  a l l  t he se  cases?  

It may do good i n  some p l a c e s ,  bu t  has  been a  t o t a l  f a i l u r e  i n  t h e  l a s t  

and only  t h r e e  cases  of d i p h t h e r i a  i n  t h i s  l o c a l i t y .  

* * * * * * * * *  
A water ing t rough has been placed near  t h e  br idge  on Front S t r e e t  which 

i s  one of t h e  n i c e s t  improvements made i n  town i n  some time. The foundat ion 

and e l e v a t i o n  i s  made of concre te  which suppor ts  t h e  ample wooden trough. 

I t ' s  enough t o  make a  horse  dry  t o  look a t  i t .  (Evidence of t h i s  near  t h e  

J i m  McGee home.) 

* * * * * * * * *  



J u l y  22, 1910 

The Hatch Reunion w i l l  be  he ld  i n  S t r evy ' s  Grove, New Albany, August 23, 

1910. A l l  r e l a t i v e s  a r e  c o r d i a l l y  i n v i t e d  t o  be p re sen t .  

* * * * * * * * *  
Farmers and dairymen a r e  r ec i ev ing  3 c e n t s  per  qua r t  f o r  milk a t  t he  New 

Albany Milk S t a t i o n  a t  p re sen t .  

* * * * * * * * *  
(The f i r s t  creamery was b u i l t  by E. J. B i l l i n g s  and C. A. Plummer and 

l a t e r  run by Ray S. Wilcox. S t i l l  l a t e r  so ld  t o  Dairymen's League and now 

t h e  bu i ld ing  i s  owned by Rynveld's,  l oca t ed  near  Lloyd Cummings garage.) 

* * * * * * * * *  
$1.00 Elmira 6 Eldr idge  Park and Return 

Spec ia l  excursion v i a  Lehigh Valley R. R.  J u l y  31s t .  Leave New Albany 

8:21 A. M. Returning l eave  Elmira 6:00 P. M. s topping  a t  Eldridge Park i n  

both d i r e c t i o n s .  

* * * * * * * * *  
Bank Opening 

Saturday,  Feb. 15 ,  1908 t h e  F i r s t  Nat ional  Bank of New Albany opened f o r  

bus iness  and marked a new epoch i n  t h e  h i s t o r y  of our  t h r i v i n g  v i l l a g e .  The 

bank is  loca t ed  on t h e  groumd f l o o r  of t h e  Sadler  bu i ld ing  and has  been beaut i -  

f u l l y  f i n i shed  and furn ished .  It i s  one of t h e  f i n e s t  bus ines s  rooms i n  t h e  

country.  This  was no t  t h e  only bank i n  t h i s  s e c t i o n  t h a t  opened Saturday,  

thousands of snow banks on t h e  surrounding h i l l s  were opened by t h e  mild 

weather and r a i n ,  and dumped t h e i r  c a p i t a l  s tock ,  d e p o s i t s  and su rp lus  i n t o  

t h e  roads  and streams making a  msot d i sag reeab le  day. This  f a c t  kept  many away 

no doubt,  bu t  no t  withstanding a l l  t h a t ,  t h e  bank s t a r t e d  out  w i th  a  f i n e  

bus iness .  The fol lowing i s  a  s ta tement  of t h e  f i r s t  day ' s  bus iness :  

Cap. Stock f u l l y  paid $25,000.00 

.............. Deposi ts  12,810.75 

Loans . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  2,734.57 

M r .  K i f t ,  t h e  c a s h i e r  i s  a  young man of p l eas ing  presence and unquestion- 

ed a b i l i t y  and h i s  management of a f f a i r s  i s  g iv ing  t h e  g r e a t e s t  s a t i s f a c t i o n .  

I n  f a c t  every th ing  i s  love ly  and t h e  cash  keeps r o l l i n g  i n .  

* * * * * * * * *  
A s  Dry a s  a  Bone-1907 

Las t  week when we went t o  p r e s s  we were no t  p o s i t i v e  about t h e  l i c e n s e  

s i t u a t i o n  he re ,  bu t  be fo re  we were through p r i n t i n g  we knew f o r  a  c e r t a i n t y  
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t h a t  Judge Fanning had re fused  l i c e n s e  t o  both h o t e l s  i n  New Albany. We a r e  

dry a s  a bone. Nobody d r inks  but  f a t h e r  and he has t o  go t o  Dushore f o r  h i s  

I 
wet s t u f f .  Now we s h a l l  have a p r a c t i c a l  demonstration of t h e  o f t  repea ted  

I t a l e ,  t h a t  a no-l icense town is  a dead l e t t e r ,  "no dobray" a s  t h e  f e s t i v e  

t h i r s t y  Hun would say. 

The th ing  f o r  t h e  temperance people t o  do now i s  t o  s e e  t h a t  no pimp of 
I 

Satan b r ings  l i q u o r  i n t o  t h e  town and g ives  i t  t o  t h e  boys o r  o therwise  v i o l a t e  

t he  law r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  mat te r .  A man might conceive t h e  idea  t h a t  he has t h e  

r i g h t  t o  put  h i s  own b o t t l e  t o  t h e  l i p s  of a minor, o r  an  o l d  tope r ,  and i t  

I 
would be nobody's bus iness ,  bu t  he would f i n d ,  i f  found g u i l t y  of such an 

a c t ,  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a red  hot  s i t u a t i o n  before  him. So i f  we a r e  t o  go dry 

l e t s  a t t e n d  t o  it t h a t  we go a s  dry a s  a bone. 

* * * * * * * * *  

Wells Hotel  

The o l d  Wells Hotel  i n  New Albany was a n  important s topping p l ace  f o r  

t r a v e l e r s  i n  town f o r  many yea r s  and w a s  a source of conten t ion  f o r  many years .  

The d i spu te  a rose  from t h e  f a c t  t h a t  i t  so ld  l i q u o r  and beer  and t h e  town, i n  

I 
a see-saw t rand  from "wet t o  dry" kept  H.  R.  Wells, t h e  innkeeper,  i n  a cons tan t  

s t a t e  of concern. 

Old-timers of town r e c a l l  t h a t  t h e  booze ques t ion  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  was . 

appearing every few years ,  so t h a t  t h e  h o t e l  owner never knew whether o r  no t  
I 

he would be cont inuing  i n  bus iness  p a s t  t h e  next  e l e c t i o n .  One time t h e  town 

would go "dry", t h e  next  time "wet". 

The h o t e l  f i n a l l y  c losed  i n  1920. A t  t h a t  t ime,  i t  was opera ted  by Ennis 

I 
Burch and Son. 

From 1920 t o  1925, t h e  bu i ld ing  served a s  t h e  New Albany Publ ic  School. 

I 
I n  t h e  mid-1920's h a l f  of t h e  h o t e l  was t o r n  down, t o  make way f o r  t h e  F i r s t  

Nat ional  Bank bu i ld ing .  
I 

From The Daily Review, March 25, 1940 

His tory  of Test  Wells i n  Bradford County 

by Ray E. Miller, New Albany 

M r .  Ray E. Miller prepared a very i n t e r e s t i n g  h i s t o r y  of t h e  o i l  and gas 

we l l  d r i l l i n g  i n  t h i s  s e c t i o n ,  g iv ing  va luab le  da ta .  M r .  Miller l i s t e d  t h e  

we l l s  a s  near  a s  p o s s i b l e  i n  o rde r  of t h e i r  d r i l l i n g .  A word about t h e  water I 



well  a t  t h e  Dairymen's League p l a n t  a t  New Albany. It w a s  d r i l l e d  i n  1910, 138 

f t .  deep and furn ished  a s t eady  flow of gas ,  s u f f i c i e n t  t o  l i g h t  a gas jet.  

There w a s  a l s o  a water  w e l l  on t h e  A. C. Hatch farm. This  w e l l  d r i l l e d  i n  1930 

was 230 f t .  deep. A t  110 f t .  o i l  w a s  s t r u c k  wi th  a n  es t imated  flow of 100 bar- 

r e l s  of o i l  per  day. 

Well No. 1 

New Era-or Covey H i l l  W e l l ,  d r i l l e d  1883-1884, depth of w e l l  1525 f t .  A t  

900 f t .  a l a r g e  v i en  of  c o a l  o r  b lack  oxide of copper was discovered a t  1000 f t .  

a l a r g e  ve in  of qua r t z .  

Well No. 2 

Laddsburg Well, d r i l l e d  i n  1885-1886, depth of w e l l  850 f t .  This  was 

d r i l l e d  near  t h e  home of t h e  w r i t e r ,  M r .  Mi l le r .  A l o c a l  man, Cha r l i e  Allen 

was a he lper .  

Well No. 3 

Ridgeway o r  Kellogg Well, d r i l l e d  i n  1894, depth of we l l  1800 f t .  Large 

ve in  of c o a l  o r  oxide copper,  found very good flow of gas which furn ished  hea t  

and l i g h t  f o r  t h e  James Ridgeway home f o r  yea r s  u n t i l  water  i n  some way came 

i n  t h e  w e l l  and shu t  o f f  t h e  flow of gas.  

Well No. 4 

South Branch-or Enoch H a r r i s  Well, d r i l l e d  1899, depth of w e l l  2400 f t .  

Well plugged and shu t .  Some gas was found a t  t h i s  t ime. 

Well No. 5 

The Black Diamond Well, d r i l l e d  i n  1900-1901, depth of  we l l  1490 f t .  O i l  

i n  l a r g e  q u a n t i t y  was found. 

Well No. 6 

D r i l l e d  i n  1908, depth of we l l  1600 f t .  A good flow of gas was found. - 
M r .  Cowell helped d r i l l  t h e  wel l .  He was c a l l e d  away from home and when he 

re turned  t h e  we l l  had been plugged and a l l  t h e  o l d  junk they  could f i n d  had 

been pu t  i n  t h e  w e l l .  The d r i l l e r s  s a i d  t h e  rock w a s  so  hard they could no t  

d r i l l  i t .  

Well No. 7 

The Freeman P h i l i p s  Well, d r i l l e d  i n  1911, depth of w e l l  1940 it. A t  one 

time while  d r i l l i n g ,  gas was s t r u c k  t h a t  threw d i r t  above t h e  top  of t h e  

de r r i ck .  

Well No. 8 

Overton O i l  and Gas Co. Well, s t a r t e d  June 5, 1914-completed August 22, 

1914, depth of we l l  2645 f t .  One pocket of gas threw s tone  and d i r t  t o  t h e  
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top of t h e  de r r i ck .  Well plugged, work stopped f o r  l a c k  of funds. 

Well No. 9 

The Macedonia Well, d r i l l e d  i n  1918-1919-1920, depth of  we l l  is  no t  known. 

This  wel l  s t a r t e d  by a man who had t o  g ive  i t  up. La te r  i t  was taken over  by 

another  company and noth ing  d e f i n i t e  could be learned .  However one day a near- 

by r e s i d e n t  was a t  t h e  w e l l  and saw a l l  over  t h e  d e r r i c k  f l o o r  a dark green o i l .  

A t  t h i s  t ime t h e  d r i l l e r s  gave i t  out  t h a t  they were done, t h a t  t h e r e  was no 

use doing any more work. 

Well No. 10  

The He t t i ck  Well, d r i l l e d  i n  1933-1934, depth of w e l l  5227 ft. Work was 

going on a s  usua l  when one evening suddenly a l l  l i g h t s  and f i r e s  around t h e  

d e r r i c k  were put  ou t  and nearby homes were n o t i f i e d  t o  be c a r e f u l  about  f i r e s  

and l i g h t s .  There was a disagreement between d r i l l e r s  and t h e  company. Work 

was ordered stopped a t  once. Drillers plugged t h e  wel l .  There was a ques t ion  

a s  t o  i f  t h e r e  was a disagreement o r  d id  t h e  company f o r  some reason wish t o  

d iscont inue  t h e  work. 

Well No. 11 

The F a i r  Ground Well, d r i l l e d  1934-1935, depth of w e l l  5600 f t .  L i t t l e  

known l o c a l l y  about t h e  w e l l ,  s a i d  t o  be a d ry  ho le  but  a t  one time while  d r i l l -  

ing,  a n i c e  pocket of  gas was tapped. 

Other we l l s  d r i l l e d  a t  va r ious  t imes i n  more widely sepa r t ed  a r e a s  a r e :  

Sc io t a  Vale, Lovelton, Muncy Valley,  Rome and S tevensv i l l e .  

* * * * * * * * *  
Stream of O i l  Running From Well a t  South Branch 

J e s s i e  R. Cowell Secures Can of F lu id  and Brings i t  t o  Towanda 

J e s s i e  R. Cowell, t h e  we l l  known insurance  agent ,  on whose land  a d e r r i c k  

is  being e rec t ed  prepara tory  t o  t h e  d r i l l i n g  of a w e l l  i n  t h e  hopes of f i nd ing  

o i l ,  Monday brought t o  Towanda a can of genuine Petroleum which flowed from t h e  

abandoned we l l  nea r  t h e  s i t e  of t h e  we l l  which i s  now t o  be d r i l l e d  in. 

O i l  has  been flowing from t h e  abandoned w e l l  f o r  a long t i m e ,  running out  

on t h e  s u r f a c e  of a small brook. Yesterday M r .  Cowell secured a can of t h e  

f l u i d  and brought i t  t o  Towanda. There i s  no mistaking t h e  genuineness of t h e  

petroleum. 

The flowing of o i l  from t h i s  we l l  on ly  bea r s  ou t  t h e  b e l i e f  of many t h a t  

i f  t h a t  we l l  had been cleaned ou t  and d r i l l e d  a l i t t l e  deeper a f t e r  being "shot" 

o i l  i n  paying q u a n t i t i e s  would have been found. 

* * * * * * * * *  
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Has Not Been "Salted" 

O i l  cont inues  t o  flow from abandoned o i l  we l l  a t  South Branch. A g r e a t  

s t r e a n  of water flows from t h e  we l l  and t h e r e  is s u f f i c i e n t  o i l  on top  t h e  

water t o  t ake  f i r e  when a  match is  appl ied .  People have s a i d  t h a t  t h i s  we l l  

has been "sal ted",  t h a t  i s  o i l  has  been poured i n  i t  t o  make some one th ink  

t h a t  i t  was a  small producer.  One Hundred b a r r e l s  of o i l  would " s a l t "  t h e  

wel l  f o r  about f i v e  hours ,  as t h e  s t ream of water running from t h e  plugged w e l l  

i s  l a r g e  enough t o  c a r r y  o f f  t h a t  amount i n  l e s s  than  h a l f  a  day. It i s n ' t  a t  

a l l  l i k e l y  anyone would buy a  hundred b a r r e l s  of o i l  a t  combine p r i c e s  f o r  t h e  

simple purpose of " sa l t i ng"  an  abandoned we l l  j u s t  t o  make a  b r i e f  showing. 

* * * * * * * * *  
Aug. 18, 1917 

William White of New Albany died a t  t h e  home of  S. M. White i n  Albany 

Township,Friday, August 10,  1917, from blood poison which developed from 

poison ivy .  H i s  mother, wi th  whom he made h i s  home, passed away only a  week 

ago. Interment i n  New Albany cemetery. 

* * * * * * * * *  
Burned t o  Death a t  New Albany 

Sometime i n  l a s t  May, Maynard Abrams, a  young man probably p a s t  twenty, 

was a r r e s t e d  f o r  a s s a u l t  and b a t t e r y  and a f t e r  t r i a l  was ou t  on b a i l .  

Las t  Saturday,  he being somewhat under t h e  in f luence  of l i q u o r  and con- 

sequent ly improper behavior ,  t he  p a r t i e s  who were h i s  bondsmen thought b e s t  t o  

d e l i v e r  him t o  t h e  a u t h o r i t i e s ,  a s  they would no longer  be r e spons ib l e ,  and 

accordingly he was put  i n  t h e  "lockup" about e leven o 'c lock .  It i s  supposed 

he at tempted t o  burn t h e  lock  from t h e  door and escape. The bu i ld ing  was very 

s t rong ly  b u i l t  of planks and crossed i n s i d e  and had one small  window. Charles  

Kenyon, r e tu rn ing  home from Towanda about one o ' c lock  was t h e  f i r s t  t o  discover  

t h e  f i r e ,  and i t  i s  s a i d  Abrams spoke t o  him. 

Kenyon immediately broke i n  t h e  window and gave t h e  alar.m, and wi th  o t h e r s  

t r i e d  t o  break i n  t h e  bu i ld ing  wi th  po le s  and axes ,  bu t  without  any e f f e c t ,  

and i t  seemed impossible  t o  gain en t r ance  without  a  key. It was no long d i s -  

tance t o  t h e  cons t ab le ' s  house, bu t  by t h e  t i m e  t h e  key was obta ined  t h e  flames 

and made such progress  and being f i r e d  i n s i d e  i t  was a  mass of flames. 

Hose was brought and every e f f o r t  was made t o  ex t ingu i sh  t h e  f i r e ,  bu t  when 

t h e  body was rescued i t  was n e a r l y  consumed. The l e g s  and arms were burned o f f  

and only  a  char red  mass remained of what was l i v i n g  humanity but  a  few hours 

before.  * * * * * * * * *  
7 8 



Char les  Dibble  Meets H i s  Death While Re turn ing  Home From Towanda I n  Monday's 

Storm 

Char les  Dibble ,  aged fo r ty -one  y e a r s ,  w a s  i n  Towanda on b u s i n e s s  on Monday 

and i n  r e t u r n i n g  through t h e  r a i n  and f l o o d  d rove  a  m i l e  p a s t  h i s  home, and 

w h i l e  t r y i n g  t o  f o r d  t h e  c r e e k  n e a r  Crooked Br idge ,  was swept away by t h e  heavy 

c u r r e n t .  On Tuesday morning h i s  h o r s e  and f r o n t  p a r t  of h i s  wagon were found 

about  a  t h i r d  o f  a  m i l e  below on Ford ' s  f l a t s ,  and h i s  body was found about  

two t h i r d s  o f  a  m i l e  below, on Edw. Wilcox 's  f l a t s ,  ( o p p o s i t e  t h e  Baumunk home). 

M r .  D ibb le  was a n  i n d u s t r i o u s  man and w e l l  l i k e d  by a l l  who knew him. He leaves 

a  w i f e  and t h r e e  c h i l d r e n .  

* * * * * * * * *  
K i l l e d  a t  South  Branch - 

J. I s r a e l  Hermans Shoots  Henry Pool ,  a  Well Known Charac te r .  Hermans Gives 

Himself Up, and t h e  Cornore r ' s  J u r y  Says  It w a s  a Case o f  S e l f  Defence. 

Henry Pool  o f  t h e  "Mountain House" was f a t a l l y  s h o t  by J. I s r a e l  Hermans 

i n  s e l f  d e f e n s e  l a s t  Thursday n i g h t  a t  one o ' c l o c k  i n  S a l l y  M c C a l l e s t e r l s  

( b e t t e r  known as "Old S a l  Sweat 's")  house a t  South Branch. He remained uncon- 

s c i o u s  u n t i l  h i s  d e a t h ,  which o c c u r r e d  between t e n  and e leven  Saturday n i g h t .  

Th i s  house i s  occupied by Coop Talacly and w i f e  ( s h e  i s  a  daughte r  o f  Mrs. 

McCal les te r )  and two d a u g h t e r s ,  aged about  1 3  and 20. No one was a t  home t h a t  

n i g h t  b u t  t h e  two g i r l s .  Hermans was r e p a i r i n g  t h e i r  c l o c k  and o rgan  and was 

s t o p p i n g  f o r  t h e  n i g h t .  Henry Pool  and one of h i s  sons  drove t o  New Albany t h a t  

a f t e r n o o n  and d i d  some t r a d i n g ,  r e t u r n i n g  home about  f i v e  olc . lock.  H e  l i v e s  on 

t h e  mountain abou t  t h r e e  m i l e s  from New Albany, h i s  house be ing  t h e  o n l y  one up 

t h e r e .  The occupan ts  a r e  h i s  two boys,  aged abou t  1 3  and 15 ,  and a s m a l l  grand- 

c h i l d .  He has  t h r e e  mar r ied  d a u g h t e r s ,  and h a s  had two wives.  It i s  rumored 

t h a t  he  k i l l e d  h i s  f i r s t  wi fe .  H i s  l a s t  w i f e  l e f t  him l a s t  s p r i n g  because  o f  

h i s  c r u e l  b e a t i n g  h e r  and a l s o  an  a t t e m p t  a t  p o i s o n i n g ' h e r .  She had him arrest- 

ed and t h e y  had q u i t e  a  t i m e  o v e r  i t ;  s h e  never  went back a g a i n .  

He had a  g i r l  l i v i n g  w i t h  him from n e a r  L a c e y v i l l e  by t h e  name of  Nan R o l l s ,  

who h a s  been t h e r e  e v e r  s i n c e  h i s  w i f e  l e f t .  H e  and t h e  two boys averaged $2  

p e r  day p i c k i n g  b e r r i e s .  He was a  t e r r o r  t o  h i s  boys  who g o t  many a pounding 

f o r  n o t  b r i n g i n g  i n  t h e i r  p a i l s  f u l l  o f  b e r r i e s .  He s o l d  t h e  b e r r i e s  and took  

t h e  pay. A t  one t ime  t h i s  summer he  had n e a r l y  one hundred d o l l a r s  i n  c a s h  on hand, 

which h e  l e f t  i n  t r u s t  w i t h  one of t h e  buyers  n i g h t s  f o r  s a f e  keeping.  H i s  

house i s  b u i l t  f o r  a  g rocery  undernea th ,  and l a r g e  ve randas  are around two s i d e s  

I 
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He and the  boys have been engaged p ick ing  b l a c k b e r r i e s  s i n c e ,  and i t  i s  afirmed 

t h a t  he must have money somewhere a s  he managed t o  ge t  t r e a t e d  t o  t h e  d r inks  a s  

much a s  poss ib l e  and he never c a r r i e d  money wi th  him. 

Af te r  r e tu rn ing  home t h a t  n i g h t  wi th  t h e  boy he drove back t o  New Albany, 

s topping on h i s  way f o r  A. L.  Hartman, whom he asked t o  t ake  a  r i d e  wi th  him. 

They were seen a t  Morris '  h o t e l  f u l l  and s t i l l  dr inking ,  a t  about t e n  o ' c lock  

t h a t  evening, a f t e r  which they  l e f t  and drove t o  South Branch f o r  an evening 's  

melee a t  t h e  house of ill fame before  mentioned. Pool was always quarrelsome 

when he had been dr inking ,  and i f  he could not  g e t  up a  f u s s  i t  was not  h i s  - 
f a u l t .  He insulted the youngest g i r l  and she  appealed t o  Hermans f o r  p r o t e c t i o n ,  

which enraged Pool. The g i r l s  r an  u p s t a i r s  and looked down t h e  s tovepipe  hole .  

Pool reached f o r  h i s  revolver ,  bu t  Hermans quick t o  perce ive  h i s  i n t e n t i o n s ,  

pointed h i s  revolver  a t  Pool and t o l d  him t h a t  "he had t h e  drop on him," and 

t h a t  he would "shoot him i n  h i s  t r a c k s  i f  he d id  no t  lower h i s  hand." Pool 

dropped h i s  hand and f i n a l l y  t h ings  qu ie t ed  down a l i t t l e .  Hartman a t t r a c t e d  

Herman's a t t e n t i o n  f o r  a  moment and he became a l i t t l e  unguarded, when a l l  a t  

once he no t i ced  Pool making f o r  him. H e  saw himself cornered and Pool coming 

f o r  him. He pointed t h e  revolver  a t  him aga in  and sho t  t h r e e  t imes on t h e  

f l o o r ,  by Pool ' s  f e e t ,  but  t h a t  d id  no t  s t o p  Pool.  Then Hermans sho t  him i n  

the  bowels. A t  t h a t  Pool jumped onto Hermans wi th  h i s  head l ean ing  over to-  

wards him and h i s  weight pressed  a g a i n s t  him, when Hermans shot  him i n  t h e  top  

of t h e  head, t h e  b a l l  lodging on t h e  i n s i d e ,  which proved t o  be t h e  f a t a l  sho t .  

Hermans a t  once went t o  t h e  neighbors  f o r  a s s i s t a n c e  and then  went t o  New Albany 

and gave himself up t o  t h e  a u t h o r i t i e s .  He had a  hear ing  Friday,  bu t  i t  was 

p r i v a t e ,  no one being allowed t o  hear  what t h e  wi tnesses  s a i d .  It i s  s a i d  t h a t  

t he  testimony of t h e  g i r l s  and Hermans co r robora t e  t h e  above s ta tement .  

Pub l i c  sympathy i s  f o r  Hermans, who has r i d  t h e  town of a  nuisance.  Pool 

was g u i l t y  of every th ing  low-lived and mean, and has been i n  t h e  lockup a  num- 

ber  of t imes f o r  misconduct. It took f i v e  men t o  put  him f a  t h e  lockup two 

weeks ago. We understand t h a t  h i s  boys do no t  a c t  very s o r r y  over  t h e  a f f a i r .  

County coroner P r a t t  was n o t i f i e d  and summoned a  j u r y  which a f t e r  due consid- 

e r a t i o n  of t h e  f a c t s  found on Monday t h a t  t h e  k i l l i n g  w a s  done i n  se l f -defense .  

Hermans was a r r e s t e d  on Friday,  be fo re  Pool d i ed ,  and a f t e r  a  pre l iminary  

hearing before  t h e  J u s t i c e  was brought t o  Towanda and lodged i n  j a i l ,  where a t  

t h i s  w r i t i n g  he is .  

* * * * * * * * *  



Victim of Mystery Dies i n  Hosp i t a l  

Charles Brown from near  Stevenson, who was s e r i o u s l y  in ju red  two weeks ago 

today, died Tuesday i n  t h e  Packer h o s p i t a l  i n  Sayre. The cause o r  M r .  Brown's 

i n j u r y  i s  a mystery. He had been i n  t h e  barn doing chores  and was found by an  

automobile pa r ty  by t h e  s i d e  of t h e  road wi th  h i s  s k u l l  crushed. He regained 

consciousness.  He l i v e d  wi th  h i s  mother, b ro the r ,  Lewis, and s i s t e r  Miss 

Blanche Brown, a s s i s t a n t  p r i n c i p a l  of t h e  Dushore high school .  The fune ra l  

was yesterday.  

* * * * * * * * *  
Hatch-Hart 

A t  t h e  r e s idence  of t h e  o f f i c i a t i n g  clergyman, Rev. C.  L. Waltman of 

Hatch H i l l ,  on Friday evening, Jan. 31, 1908, Alva Hatch, son of M r .  and Mrs. 

J. F. Hatch of Hatch H i l l ,  and M i s s  Corda H a r t ,  daughter of M r .  and Mrs. Wm. 

Hart of E l d r e d s v i l l e ,  were married. 

The f o r t u n a t e  young bridegroom l o s t  one h e a r t  bu t  doubled h i s  money by 

g e t t i n g  two i n  r e t u r n  i n  t h i s  t r a n s a c t i o n .  We j o i n  t h e i r  many f r i e n d s  i n  wish- 

i ng  a l l  t h e i r  h e a r t s  t o  overflow with cons tan t  happiness.  

* * * * * * * * *  
Sergeant Edwin S. Wilcox 

Sergeant Edwin S. Wilcox died a t  t h e  family home a t  South Branch on Dec- 

ember 11, 1918, a t  t h e  age  of 80 years .  He was a t  t h e  t ime of h i s  death,  t h e  

o l d e s t  su rv ivo r  of t h e  Wilcox genera t ion  which emigrated t o  t h i s  county from 

Rhode I s l and  i n  1798. He e n l i s t e d  a t  t h e  beginning of t h e  C i v i l  War and fought 

i n  most of t h e  important  b a t t l e s .  He was commissioned 2nd Lieutenant bu t  be ing  

wounded was placed i n  a h o s p i t a l  and before  he was s e n t  back t o  h i s  Company 

t h e  war was closed and he was honorably discharged a f t e r  se rv ing  through t h e  

e n t i r e  war. 

He was a man noted f o r  h i s  bravery and was always ready t o  lend a he lp ing  

ahnd. He w a s  married on J u l y  2 7 ,  1867 t o  Sophia Balckman and has res ided  s i n c e  

t h a t  t ime on t h e  o l d  homestead a t  South Branch. M r .  Wilcox i s  survived by 

h i s  wi fe ,  two b r o t h e r s ,  one s i s t e r  and f i v e  ch i ld ren ,  and s e v e r a l  grandchi ldren.  

Funeral was he ld  a t  t h e  home Saturday af te rnoon a t  2 o 'c lock.  Interment a t  

Monroeton. 

* * * * * * * * *  
New Albany 

One of our  o l d e s t  and most h ighly  esteemed c i t i z e n s ,  M r .  Daniel Kellogg, 

died a t  h i s  home Sunday morning, Ju ly  8,  1894, aged 8 1  yea r s  and s i x  months. 
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H e  had been  p o o r l y  f o r  some t i m e ,  b u t  was c h e e r f u l  and  bo re  h i s  s i c k n e s s  w i t h  

p a t i e n c e ,  a l w a y s  l o o k i n g  on  t h e  b r i g h t  s i d e .  H e  was t a k e n  v e r y  much w o r s e  on  

a  week ago  and s u f f e r e d  t e r r i b l y  u n t i l  w i t h i n  a  few h o u r s  o f  h i s  d e a t h .  H i s  

was t h e  f i r s t  a c q u a i n t a n c e  your  c o r r e s p o n d e n t  e v e r  made i n  New Albany,  which  

was e i g h t e e n  y e a r s  a g o ,  and i t  h a s  been  o n e  o f  o u r  most  p l e a s a n t .  H e  was 

b o r n  i n  New York S t a t e ,  and  a t  t h e  a g e  o f  o n e  y e a r  moved t o  New Albany w i t h  

h i s  p a r e n t s .  T h e i r  wagon was t h e  f i r s t  o n e  e v e r  s e e n  h e r e ,  and  i n  coming 

found o n l y  one  b r i d g e ,  and  t h a t  was made o f  p o l e s  l a i d  l e n g t h w i s e .  The w h e e l s  

s a n k  be tween t h e  p o l e s  and  r e q u i r e d  a number o f  men t o  e x t r i c a t e  them. They 

s e t t l e d  on  a f a rm n o t  f a r  from where h e  d i e d .  He m a r r i e d  M i s s  E l i z a  McMichael 

o f  Montrose ,  Susquehanna  c o u n t y ,  who d i e d  s e v e n  y e a r s  ago .  H e  was p r o p r i e t o r  

o f  a h o t e l  a t  Monroeton s e v e r a l  y e a r s ;  a l s o  o f  t h e  K e l l o g g  s t a n d  a t  t h i s  p l a c e .  

He s t a r t e d  t h e  f i r s t  s t o r e  i n  New Albany.  H e  was a man of  good h a b i t s  and ster- 

l i n g  c h a r a c t e r ,  and  r e s p e c t e d  by a l l .  He l e a v e s  one  s o n  and f o u r  d a u g h t e r s  t o  

mourn t h e i r  l o s s .  H i s  home was made p l e a s a n t  i n  h i s  d e c l i n i n g  y e a r s  by t h r e e  

d a u g h t e r s ,  Lou, I d a  and I r e n e ,  who d i d  e v e r y t h i n g  f o r  him t h a t  h e a r t  c o u l d  w i s h .  

I n  f a c t  i t  w a s  a  model home f o r  l o v e  and u n i t y ,  seeming l i k e  a  l i t t l e  p a r a d i s e  

on e a r t h .  The f u n e r a l  was h e l d  a t  h i s  l a t e  r e s i d e n c e  Tuesday a t  2 P.M. 

* * > ' c > ~ * * * k > t  

1903 -- 

P o r t o r  Wilcox d i e d  i n  Towanda on Sunday e v e n i n g  o f  p a r a l y s i s  a t  a n  advan- 

ced  a g e ,  and  was b u r i e d  a t  Wilcox (S tevenson)  ceme te ry  on  Tuesday morning .  Fu r  

many v e n r s  M r .  Wi lcox k e p t  t h e  "Wilcox Tavern" a t  Wilcox,  and i s  p r o b a b l y  a s  

w i d e l v  known a s  any p e r s o n  i n  t h i s  s e c t i o n  o f  t h e  s t a t e .  He w a s  l l o s p i t a l i t y  

, ~ n d  l i b e r , i l i t y  i t s e l f ,  and  d o u b t l e s s  t o  t h e s e  t r a i t s  o f  c h a r a c t e r  a r e  d u e ,  t h e  

1055 o f  fo r - tune  and home. Had h e  been  p o s s e s s e d  o f  t h e  b u s i n e s s  q u a l i t i e s  of 

.,(\me o f  iiis o l d  t i m e  companions ,  t h e  r i c h e s t  i n s t e a d  o f  t h e  p o o r e s t  man i n  t h i s  

v i c i n i t v  wi)uld have  been  b u r i e d .  While i t  i s  l i k e l y  t h a t  rnuclr oC t h i s  m,3nf-, 

c l ~ l r i t v  was m i s d i r e c t e d ,  and d i d  more harm t h a n  p o d ,  s t i l l  we be1 jeve  till, 

.native was based  upon h i s  b e s t  knowlrdge  o f  t h e  e t h i c s  01 i lumanity.  His L'ist 

t i lvs  were  t ~ l l  o f  b i t t e r n e s s  and  p a i n ,  s o  l e t  him r e s t  b e n e a t h  t h e  inan t l e  o r  
c 1 ~ 1 r  i t v  which h e  s o  l a v i s h l y  s p r e a d  o v e r  o t h e r s  d u r i n g  h i s  L i f e .  

* * * * * * A * *  

1.rorir i , in t i )n ,  Ydnsas By Auto - - - - - -- - - -- --- 

Dr. (eorge M e ~ r i c k ,  w i f e  and two c h i l d r e n  and W. L .  Overman l e f t  t h e i r  

,,)inc , I  < ' , i n t d ~ l ,  K C ~ i l ~ , a ~ ; ,  .July 3 ,  i n  a n  a u t o m o h i l e  bound f o r  New Alb,xnv. i'hev 



a r r i v e d  i n  New Albany Wednesday a f t e r n o o n  and w i l l  v i s i t  r e l a t i v e s  h e r e  f o r  

abou t  s i x  weeks b e f o r e  r e t u r n i n g .  The f o l l o w i n g  account  o f  t h e  t r i p  was w r i t t e n  

by M r .  Overman who i s  a s t u d e n t  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Nebraska. We l e f t  Canton,  

Kansas, Sa tu rday ,  J u l y  3,  a t  2:15 p.m., loaded  t o  t h e  br im w i t h  t e n t s ,  c a n v a s s ,  

t r u n k s ,  boxes,  e t c .  W e  l a c k e d  e x p e r i e n c e  w i t h  t h e  c a r  b u t  made up i n  ne rve .  

Our t r i p  l e d  u s  th rough  Kansas C i t y ,  where we v i s i t e d  r e l a t i v e s  a day and a  

h a l f .  Then w e  d rove  t h r o  Mo. where we s t r u c k  t h e  wors t  r o a d s  on t h e  t r i p .  It 

took  us  from Tuesday noon u n t i l  F r iday  noon t o  c r o s s  Missour i .  W e  c r o s s e d  t h e  

M i s s i s s i p p i  a t  S t .  Lou is .  At A l t o n ,  I l l . ,  we were t i e d  up two and h a l f  days  on 

account  of r a i n .  From S p r i n g f i e l d ,  I l l . ,  t o  Z a n e s v i l l e  w e  went by Wheeling, 

P i t t s b u r g ,  Bedford,  Al toona,  Lock Haven, W i l l i a m s p o r t ,  and Canton. A t  each  p l a c e  

we s topped we were  of much i n t e r e s t  t o  p a s s e r s b y  and u s u a l l y  i n t e r t a i n e d  q u i t e  

a  crowd. We a r r i v e d  a t  New Albany Wednesday, J u l y  23, a t  abou t  6 p.m. hav ing  

been 1 8  days  on t h e  road .  During t h a t  t ime  w e  t r a v e l e d  1655 m i l e s  and passed  

th rough  214 towns. Our g r e a t e s t  days  mi leage  was 190 miles. Only t w i c e  were 

we f o r c e d  t o  s t o p  a t  h o t e l s  on account  o f  r a i n .  We were caught  o n l y  once  i n  a 

r a i n ,  had one p u n c t u r e  and b roke  o u r  t r u n k  r a c k .  That completes  o u r  l i s t  o f  

t r o u b l e s .  W e  camped each n i g h t  and cooked own meals. We enjoyed e v e r y  minute  

o f  t h e  t r i p  and were t r e a t e d  v e r y  k i n d l y  by peop le  a l o n g  t h e  way. 

* * * * * * * * *  
About t h r e e  q u a r t e r s  o f  a  m i l e  South o f  t h e  v i l l a g e  of Laddsburg a r e  l o c a t -  

ed t h e  E i l e n b e r g e r  t r o u t  ponds and grove.  The ponds were begun i n  1869, and 

s u p p l i e d  w i t h  t r o u t  i n  t h e  s p r i n g  o f  1871. A t  p r e s e n t ,  more e s p e c i a l  a t t e n t i o n  

i s  b e i n g  g iven  t o  t h e  c u l t u r e  o f  German c a r p .  I n  1880 M r .  S.  B. E i l e n b e r g e r  

f i t t e d  up a grove i n  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  h i s  ponds, and has  f u r n i s h e d  i t  w i t h  danc- 

i n g  p a v i l l i o n s ,  swings ,  e t c . ,  which f u l l y  meet t h e  wants of t h e  gay p l e a s u r e -  

s e e k e r .  The p l a c e  i s  growing i n  p o p u l a r i t y ,  and i s  v i s i t e d  a n n u a l l y  by many 

p i c n i c  p a r t i e s .  

* * * * * * * * *  
Drowned a t  Laddsburg 

Viva, t h e  f i v e  y e a r  o l d  daughte r  of M r .  and Mrs. Ashley Davis  of Laddsburg, 

was drowned i n  t h e  E i l e n b e r g e r  f i s h  pond a t  t h a t  p l a c e  y e s t e r d a y  a f t e r n o o n .  She 

was w i t h  a n  o l d e r  s i s t e r  and w h i l e  c r o s s i n g  t h e  f o o t b r i d g e ,  b o t h  f e l l  i n t o  t h e  

wa te r .  The o l d e s t  g i r l  reached t h e  s h o r e ,  b u t  t h e  l i t t l e  one was drowned. 

* * * * * * * * *  
J u l y  3 ,  1914 

Tomorrow a Gala Day i n  Town 
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New Albany w i l l  c e l e b r a t e  

You a r e  Inv i t ed .  

t h e  Ever Glorious i n  a Most F i t t i n g  Manner. 

There w i l l  be  a r e a l  genuine o l d  fashioned Fourth of J u l y  c e l e b r a t i o n  i n  New 

Ablany next  Saturday under t h e  auspices  of t h e  New Albany Band, and you a r e  

i n v i t e d  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h e  f e s t i v i t i e s .  

There w i l l  be two base b a l l  games, one i n  t h e  forenoon and one i n  t h e  a f te rnoon 

between New Albany and Towanda. New Albany defea ted  Towanda a t  Towanda l a s t  

Fr iday by a s co re  of 5-3 so  t h e  games Saturday a r e  s u r e  t o  be i n t e r e s t i n g .  

There w i l l  be  A t h l e t i c  s p Q r t s  of a l l  kind inc luding  a mile  r a c e  and a hundred 

yard dash. 

The New Albany Band w i l l  f n r n i s h  music a l l  day long. Refreshments congenial  

t o  mankind w i l l  be  served i n  S t r evy ' s  grove. 

There w i l l  be  va r ious  amusements i n  t h e  a f te rnoon and evening. A po ta to  and 

sack r a c e  being two of t h e  f e a t u r e s .  

There w i l l  be dancing i n  t h e  grove i n  t h e  a f te rnoon and evening. Good orches- 

t r a  music. 

There w i l l  be a b r i l l i a n t  d i s p l a y  of f i reworks i n  t h e  evening. 

I f  you contemplate c e l e b r a t i n g  t h e  ever  g lour ious  t h i s  year  you should do so 

r i g h t  i n  o l d  New Albany. There w i l l  be  a good time wai t ing  f o r  everyone who 

comes. 
* * * * * * * * *  

Quite  a s ensa t ion  was caused i n  town l a s t  week by t h e  sudden depa r tu re  of 

M r s .  . M r .  and Mrs. were married l a s t  March and s i n c e  t h a t  t ime 

have l i v e d  on M r .  ' s  farm a t  t h i s  p lace .  This  sp r ing  he made p repa ra t ions  

f o r  ex tens ive  improvements t o  h i s  house, which a t  p resent  a r e  nea r ly  completed. 

The improvements i nc lude  a new range,  a furnace ,  expensive f u r n i t u r e  and rugs ,  

making t h e i r  home one of t h e  most comfortable and convenient i n  t h i s  s e c t i o n  

and c o s t i n g  about $1200. No reason was given f o r  t h e  depa r tu re  of Mrs. . 
Everything a hsuband could do was done t o  make l i f e  a s  easy and comfortable 

f o r  he r  a s  poss ib l e .  

* * * * * * * * *  
Death of C. R. Sadler  

Charles R. Sadler  d ied  a t  h i s  home i n  t h i s  p l ace  a t  abo-ut 3 o ' c l o c k  Tues- 

day morning June 9,  1903, aged 37 yea r s ,  4 months, 29 days. 

He had been very ill f o r  s e v e r a l  months. H i s  dea th  has been expected f o r  

a long t i m e ,  bu t  he was possessed of a wonderful v i t a l i t y  and s t r e n g t h ,  and 



the disease gradually wore away his 1 ife. 

Mr. Sadler came to New Albany from Hillsgrive in 1893 and engaged in the 

barber business. He was a splendid workman and built up a fine business. He 

had the happy faculty of making friends wherever he went, and with everyone 

who visited his place of business, and few men in this section could boast of 

more friends than he. 

But Charley's chief delight was the band which he led while he was a res- 

ident of this village. His business and every other consideration had to take 

second place to the band. He gloried in its success and was grieved by anything 

that worked injury to the organization. He talked of little else, and has told 

us that he frequently spent sleepless nights planning for the welfare of the 

band. He was an excellant player himslef, and inspired confidence in the 

members. 

Deceased is survived by a wife and four children. Funeral was held from 

the house Wednesday morning at 8. Also services at Hillsgrove where interment 

was made. 

* * * * * * * * *  

From the Methodist Church Centennial Booklet 

Not only did Mrs. Alice Sumner assist C. R. Sadler in writing "Sundown in 

New Albany" but she composed "What Might Have Been" and "The Midnight Express". 

Both pieces were published by the New Albany Music Co. 

An old ad in the New Albany Mirror: "What Might Have Beenw-a new musical 

composition by Mrs. Alice E. Sumner, written in waltz time which is in it's 

second edition will be postpaid on receipt of 2 5 ~ .  Address to New Albany Music 

Co., Box 132, New Albany, Pa. 

At the age of five she began taking music lessons and when she was ten 

started playing hymns in church. Later she studied music with some of the 

best teachers, composers, and leaders in the field of music in the U.S.A. 

From the age of fifteen, she gave music lessons. Also here in New Albany she 

conducted a music school with instruction in piano, violin, and singing. She 

wrote the music for over 40 gospel hymns, which she sold to various companies. 

The Sumners lived in the house now occupied by Inez Vargason. 

* * * * * * * * *  
1906 

Mrs. Lena Sadler recently had 500 copies of "Sundown at New Albany Waltz" 

by C. R. Sadler, printed and has already sold 100 copies. This is a fine 



p iece  of music and should be i n  every musician 's  c o l l e c t i o n .  

* * * * * * * * *  
Members of t h e  Old New Albany Band 

Charles  Sad le r ,  Leader. Geo. Ayer, W i l l  Rhodes, R. B. Davis, W .  P. Davis, 

Fred Terry,  H i t e  E s t e l l e ,  Sam E s t e l l e ,  Ed Sherman, John Waltman, John Corbin, 

J. K. S i l v a r a ,  F. Taylor ,  Br ice  Smith, Max English,  Ora Molyneaux, Ray Wilcox, 

Charles  Corcoran. 

* * * * * * * * *  
A b l i n d  woman, Carolyn D. Merton, wrote  many songs t h a t  were published 

by t h e  Merton Publ i sh ing  kompany. She l i v e d  s e v e r a l  yea r s  over  Davis' S to re  

and is  buried a t  New Albany. "The National  Guards March," dedica ted  t o  our 

S t a t e s  Defenders, i s  one of Her p i eces  of music t h a t  has  been found. 

* * * * * * * * *  
August 3 ,  1918-One Ki l l ed ,  Three In ju red  When Fre ight  H i t s  Truck 

One man i s  dead, t h r e e  a r e  s e r i o u s l y  in ju red  and f i v e  o t h e r s  sus t a ined  

s l i g h t  b r u i s e s  and c u t s  a s  t h e  r e s u l t  of a c r a s h  e a r l y  yes te rday  morning be- 

tween a f r e i g h t  t r a i n  and a motor t r u c k  of t h e  Lehigh Valley one-half mi l e  be- 

low New Albany. 

The dead: W. Corbin, 72 yea r s  o l d .  In ju red :  Roy Keeler ,  body b r u i s e s  

and c u t s ;  Fred Heverly, broken nose and b r u i s e s  of t h e  body; Elmer Foote,  

s l i g h t  c u t s  and i n j u r i e s  about head and body. The f i v e  o t h e r  men on t h e  t r u c k  

escaped almost un in jured  al though s e v e r a l  rece ived  c u t s  and b r u i s e s  i n  leap-  

ing  from t h e  t ruck .  The men had l e f t  New Albany a f t e r  r ece iv ing  c l ea rance  from 

t h e  d i spa t che r  a t  Sayre and had passed Stevenson, one-half mile  below on t h e i r  

way t o  Towanda when t h e  c ra sh  came. The t ruck  was rounding a sharp  curve on 

t h e  l i n e  a t  t h a t  po in t  and a s  they  reached t h e  end t h e  Bernice Coal t r a i n  was 

glimpsed only a s h o r t  d i s t a n c e  away, approaching a t  a r a p i d  speed. The warn- 

i ng  was shouted and t h e  men, f i r s t  slowing t h e  speed of t h e  t ruck ,  jumped f o r  

s a f e t y .  A l l  managed t o  make t h e i r  escape save Corbin, who f o r  some reason o r  

o t h e r  s tuck  t o  t h e  t ruck .  An i n s t a n t  l a t e r  t h e  c r a sh  occured, t r u c k  and en- 

g ine  meeting wi th  a sound t h a t  could be heard f o r  some d i s t a n c e .  

One second l a t e r  t h e  body of t h e  s i n g l e  occupant was hur led  through t h e  

a i r ,  l anding  on Heverly a s  t h e  l a t t e r  w a s  p ick ing  himself from t h e  ground. The 

man was dead when h i s  l a t e  fe l low workmen gathered around t h e  body, one of 

h i s  r i b s  having passed through almost t h e  exac t  c e n t e r  of h i s  h e a r t .  Others 

who had managed t o  escape s a f e l y  gathered around t h e  men who had received 

s l i g h t  i n j u r i e s .  
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The f r e i g h t  t r a i n  was ha . l t e d  some d i s t a n c e  beyon, d t h e  scene o f  t h e  acc  

dent  and Conductor Know and Engineer Walt hu r r i ed  t o  t h e  scene. When they  

a r r i v e d  and found Mr. Corbin dead Engineer Walt f a i n t e d  but  was soon revived.  

No information was p o s s i b l e  last  n igh t  as t o  whether o r  no t  t h e  s e c t i o n  

gang o r  t he  f r e i g h t  was proceeding without  o rde r s .  Dispatcher  Barton of Sayre, 

had charge of t h e  i ssuance  of o r d e r s  f o r  each movement. The f r e i g h t  had l e f t  

Towanda a t  5 : 4 0  o 'c lock  and was proceeding'  on i t s  d a i l y  run t o  Bernice when 

t h e  c ra sh  occured. The t ruck  had been r e c e n t l y  pruchased by t h e  company and 

was being used by t h e  men yes te rday  morning f o r  t h e  f i r s t  time. They were pro- 

ceeding a t  a mederate speed i n  rounding t h e  curve,  t h i s  f a c t  enabl ing t h e  

major i ty  of t h e  men t o  escape i n  s a f e t y .  M r .  Corbin w a s  72 yea r s  o ld  and was 

widely known i n  New Albany. Foreman Vanderpool of New Albany, was i n  charge of 

t h e  s e c t i o n  gang. 

* * * * * * * * *  

From The New Albany Leader 

Thursday, March 11, 1926 

New Albany Given Notoriety.  

Resident i s  Badly Scared. 

Several  C i t i zens  Involved, and Law S u i t  Follows Scare.  

"Only a Joke" Delcares P e r p e t r a t o r s .  

"Chased by Hooded Crowd a t  Night,  Man Makes Home i n  a J i f f y .  New Albany 

Resident F a i l s  t o  s e e  Joke a s  He Splashes Through I c y  Waters of Creek With 

Threatening Mob Close Upon H i s  Heels," appeared i n  t h e  Towanda Review, Tues. 

morning, March 9 t h ,  i n  l a r g e  headl ines .  The a r t i c l e  which followed, w r i t t e n  

i n  somewhat humorous ve in  a l l e g e s  t h a t  Jones was induced t o  v i s i t  S t r evy ' s  

grove one evening w i t h  t h e  i d e a  of secur ing  some c i d e r .  It was f u r t h e r  a l l e g e d  

t h a t  when he a r r i v e d  a t  t h e  Grove he was surrounded by a crowd of hooded men 

and boys who commenced y e l l i n g  and whooping. H e  qu ick ly  decided t h a t  it  was 

s a f e r  a t  home than i n  t h e  Grove and l o s t  no t i m e  i n  g e t t i n g  back the re .  Las t  

Vanday Mr. Jones went t o  Towanda and secured warran ts  f o r  four  men. The t r i a l  

i s  s e t  f o r  t h i s  a f te rnoon,  Thursday, where f a c t s  w i l l  be  smoked out. There 

has been cons iderable  t a l k  s i n c e  Monday and from what can be learned  t h e  s t o r y  

i s  no t  wholly imaginary, but  t h a t  i t  w a s  anyth ing  of a s e r i o u s  n a t u r e  is  news 

t o  many c i t i z e n s  of New Albany. 

A l a r g e  de l ega t ion  of New Albany c i t i z e n s  accompanied t h e  four  men Jones 

had a r r e s t e d  f o r  r i o t i n g ,  i t  i s  a l l e g e d ,  t o  Towanda today. 
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Word was received by phone from Towanda, as w e  go t o  p r e s s  t h a t  t h e  s u i t  

i n s t i g a t e d  by Jones a g a i n s t  t h e  four  New Albany men f o r  r i o t i n g  was s e t t l e d ,  

each p a r t y  t o  pay t h e i r  own c o s t s .  

* * * * * * * * *  
It is  common occurrance t o  s e e  r ed ,  s e e  ghos ts  and o t h e r  t h ings ,  a f t e r  

being f i l l e d  wi th  c i d e r ,  bu t  some people seem t o  be a b l e  t o  s e e  a  f l o c k  of 

ghosts whi le  going f o r  t h e  c i d e r .  

* * * * * * * * *  
June 26, 1928 

Aged Woman i s  Pleased t o  Hear Band Music Again. 'The  long f e l t  d e s i r e  of 

Mrs. L. C. Bender, 79 y r s .  o l d ,  t o  once aga in  hear  t h e  Towanda Band was g r a t i -  

f i e d  Saturday morning when t h e  Naid-Linta o rgan iza t ion ,  heading t h e  motorcade 

from Towanda t o  t h e  Dushore c e l e b r a t i o n ,  stopped i n  f r o n t  of h e r  home near  New 

Albany and played a  s e l e c t i o n .  Mrs. Bender has  been s i c k  f o r  some time and was 

g r e a t l y  pleased wi th  t h e  music. 

* * * * * * * * *  
From t h e  Daily Review 

Information Provided on Clement F. Heverly 

"Clem" Heverly was born i n  Overton on March 10 ,  1859. He was t h e  son of 

Daniel and Jane  El izabe th  Heverly. He had one b ro the r  and t h r e e  s i s t e r s .  He 

married Adaline M. Chaffee of Hornbrook on June 22, 1897 and t h e i r  children-- 

John B. now deceased; Marion H. Schmeig of Towanda and Clement F. Heverly,  Jr. 

who now r e s i d e s  i n  Westmont, N .  J .  comprised h i s  family.  

A s  a  boy, "Clem" a t tended  Towanda pub l i c  schools  and t h e  Susquehanna 

Co l l e iga t e  I n s t i t u t e .  Following h i s  graduat ion from t h e  S. C .  I. he taught  

school  i n  t h e  win te r  1876-77 a t  t h e  I r v i n e  School i n  Monroe Township. H e  was 

only 17 yea r s  o ld  a t  t h a t  t ime. He a l s o  taught  a t  t h e  East Troy and Eas t  

Canton Schools.  

La ter  he was p r i n c i p a l  a t  t h e  Rome Borough School. 

I n  1884 he turned  t o  p o l i t i c s  and was e l e c t e d  a  county a u d i t o r .  

He served t h r e e  yea r s  a s  deputy prothonotary f o r  H. J .  Madill  who was t h e  

prothonotary a t  t h a t  time. I n  1894, Clement F. Heverly e s t a b l i s h e d  t h e  Bradford 

S t a r ,  a  weekly newspaper and remained i t s  pub l i she r  and e d i t o r  u n t i l  Apr i l ,  1920. 

The pub l i ca t ion  was regarded a s  a l ead ing  Democratic paper.  One of h i s  p e t  

p r o j e c t s  was Old Folks Day he ld  each June i n  t h e  courthouse square  and a t t r a c t -  

i n g  l a r g e  crowds t o  t h e  a r ea .  

On Jan.  6,  1924, Clement F. Heverly d ied  of a  h e a r t  a t t a c k  i n  Towanda and 
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was bur ied  i n  t h e  Hornbrook Cemetery. Capt. J. Andrew W i l t  o f Towanda, a Civ i  

War ve te ran ,  who had taught  "Clem" i n  1873, de l ive red  h i s  eulogy and s a i d ,  "He 

performed l abo r s  i n  p re sen t ing  h i s t o r y  i n  a way t h a t  w i l l  speak t o  f u t u r e  gen- 

e r a t i o n s  of t h e  county and s t a t e .  This  we can say i n  closing--he i s  dead y e t  he 

speaketh. " 

* * * * * * * * *  

From His tory  and Geography of Bradford County 

Clement F. Heverly,  t eache r ,  pub l i she r  and h i s t o r i a n ,  i n  1883 i ssued  h i s  f i r s t  

educat ion work, "The Teacher of United S t a t e s  History". H i s  s e r i e s  of l o c a l  

h i s t o r i e s  began wi th  Overton, Albany and Monroe i n  1885, t h e  Towandas i n  1886, 

Sheshequin i n  1902, Our Boys i n  Blue (2 volumes) i n  1898, Pioneer  P a t r i o t  Famil- 

i e s  of Bradford county (2 volumes) i n  1913, Phys ica l  and Geographical His tory  of 

Bradford county and H i s t o r i c a l  and Geographical Review i n  1917. Besides,  he has 

publ ished many pamphlets and w r i t t e n  a r t i c l e s  and de l ive red  addresses  on every 

phase of county h i s t o r y  of t h e  county e s p e c i a l l y  designed f o r  t h e  pub l i c  schools  

and gen e r a 1  use. For twenty s i x  yea r s  M r .  Heverly was e d i t o r  and publ i sher  of 

t h e  Bradford S t a r  and has been cus todian  of records  and l i b r a r i a n  of t h e  Brad- 

ford  County H i s t o r i c a l  Soc ie ty  s i n c e  1904. 

* * * * * * * * *  
Demonstration A t  New Albany 

Campaign i n  This County Brought t o  a Close With a Big I n t e r e s t i n g  Meeting. 

A t  New Albany l a s t  n igh t  a l a r g e  number of l a d i e s  and s e v e r a l  men gathered t o  

wi tness  t h e  canning demonstration by Miss Nell  Wilson of  S t a t e  College. This  

completes t h e  meeting a l l o t t e d  t h i s  county f o r  t h i s  t ime. 

In  a l l  t h e r e  has  been 16 meetings of t h i s  kind he ld  i n  va r ious  p a r t s  of 

t h e  county. 

The f i r s t  meeting he ld  a t  Towanda was most l a r g e l y  a t t ended  whi le  Troy 

was second and Wyalusing and New Albany were t i e d  f o r  t h i r d  p l ace  and Canton 

was fou r th .  

* * * * * * * * *  
"1942" Scotch Pines 

I n  t h e  Spring of 1942, Leon Wilcox and Vine Lee t r aced  t h e  1942 design on 

t h e  h i l l s i d e  j u s t  o u t s i d e  New Albany, on Route 220, on t h e  way t o  Towanda. The 

l eng th  of t h e  design was about two hundred f e e t .  They dug ind iv idua l  ho le s  and 

p lan ted  t h e  t i n y  t r e e s .  The t r e e s  have grown much over t h e  yea r s  and t h e  Boy 

Scouts and o the r  o rgan iza t ions  from time t o  t i m e  have cleaned t h e  a rea  and 



trimmed t h e  t r e e s ,  so it i s  s t i l l  enjoyed by a l l  who pass .  J u s t  a s  t h e  old- 

time ques t ion  about who's bur ied  i n  Grant ' s  tomb--the ques t ion  asked of M r .  

Wilcox was, "What year  were t h e  t r e e s  p lan ted?"  

* * * * * * * * *  
New Albany Pool and Park 

The l a t e  Ray S. Wilcox, who was manager of t h e  New Albany Water Company 

and a l s o  a major s tockholder ,  conceived t h e  idea  of a swimming pool  t h a t  would 

u t i l i z e  t h e  su rp lus  water  i n  t h e  r e s e r v o i r  made poss ib l e  by t h e  c i r c u l a t o r y  

water system and he made i t  a r e a l i z a t i o n  i n  1928. The background of p ines  on 

t h e  h i l l  behind t h e  pool was p lan ted  about 1930 under s t a t e  s p e c i f i c a t i o n s  f o r  

f r o e s t  purposes.  The grounds were landscaped a t  t h e  same time. 

The borough of NewAlbany purchased t h e  swimming pool  a s  p a r t  of t h e  New 

Albany Water Company i n  1942, and l e a s e s  t h e  pool t o  p r i v a t e  management and 

r e se rves  t h e  r i g h t  t o  make o r  te rmina te  l e a s e s .  Outdoor f i r e p l a c e s ,  swings 

and p a v i l i o n s  aave been added and many groups ga ther  and family reunions a r e  

he ld .  

* * * * * * * * *  
Confusing? 

Main S t r e e t  should be where Front S t r e e t  i s ,  bu t  t h e  Turnpike came a long  

and made Front S t r e e t ,  Main S t r e e t ,  bu t  Main S t r e e t  i s  s t i l l  behind Front 

S t r e e t .  

* * * * * * * * *  

New Albany Leader 

Dec. 31, 1925 

Postmaster Campbell informed t h e  Leader r e p o r t e r  t h a t  t h e  Christmas mail 

pass ing  through t h e  New Albany p o s t o f f i c e  t h i s  year  exceeded a l l  p a s t  r eco rds  

and e s t a b l i s h e d  a new high record.  

* * * * * * * * *  
C .  M. Dunham who was e l e c t e d  J u s t i c e  of t h e  Peace l a s t  November has  taken 

ou t  t h e  necessary papers  and i s  now a fu l l - f ledged  "Squire". M r .  Dunham w i l l  

be ready t o  do l e g a l  bus iness  t h e  f i r s t  Monday i n  January,  1926. 

* * * * * * * * *  
January 28, 1926 

The S t a t e  P o l i c e  a r e  f requent  v i s i t o r s  i n  New Albany, bu t  t h e  ob jec t  of 

t h e  v i s i t s  is  unknown by t h e  Leader. They may be looking f o r  t h e  b e s t  i n  boot- 

l e g  goods o r  s t r a y  and untagged dogs o r  perhaps speed f i ends .  

* * * * * * * * *  
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J u l y  18,  1938 

Business Change a t  New Albany--Mr. Brink & Son f o r  many years  i n . t h e  gro- 

ce ry  bus iness  i n  New Albany have turned over  t h e i r  grocery business  t o  M i s s  

Agnes and M i s s  Edna Davis who w i l l  conduct t h i s  w e l l  known s t o r e .  The new 

owners a r e  wel l  knwon i n  t h i s  v i c i n i t y  and w i l l  me r i t  t h e  confidence and pat-  

ronage of t h e  o ld  pa t rons  a s  we l l  a s  t h e i r  many f r i e n d s ,  where they have made 

t h e i r  home. 

* * * * * * * * *  
August, 1944 

New Albany has another  new indus t ry .  What i s  known a s  t h e  Albani te  Co. 

has e s t a b l i s h e d  a p l a n t  i n  t h a t  v i c i n i t y  f o r  processing and s e l l i n g  c l a y ,  i t  

being dec lared  t h a t  t h i s  depos i t  of c l a y  i s  one of t h e  b e s t  i n  t h e  United 

S t a t e s .  The c l a y  is  prepared,  packaged and shipped. It i s  understood i t  i s  

t o  be sued i n , p l a s t i c s  and p o t t e r y .  (The p l a n t  was loca t ed  on t h e  Overton road, 

j u s t  o u t s i d e  of town. 

* * * * * * * * *  
New Albany, Pa. Dec. 21, 1952 

New Albany Reca l l s  Days of Gasoline Lights!!! This  i s  a l i t t l e  s t o r y  from 

New Albany; i t  a sks  a ques t ion .  How was t h e  town l i g h t e d  yea r s  ago? 

To g e t  t h e  answer l e t  u s  go ove r  t o  Sam E s t e l l e ' s  barber  shop. A number of  

o ld  t imers  a r e  t h e r e ,  and no one seems t o  be i n  a hurry.  Sam i s  e x h i b i t i n g  h i s  

yea r s  of s k i l l  g iv ing  Leon Wilcox a h a i r c u t ;  Ray Miller i s  sea t ed  p a t i e n t l y  

awai t ing  h i s  t u r n ,  and John T. Smith i s  seen hugging t h e  o i l  s tove ,  when t h i s  

r e p o r t e r  ventured i n  wi th  t h e  ques t ion .  There was p l en ty  of comment, so c r e d i t ,  

and r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ,  too ,  must go t o  t h e  above named gentlemen f o r  t h e  s to ry .  

Long ago t h e  town f i r s t  had gasol ine  l i g h t s ,  t h e  lamps hung from a wire ,  

and 0.  C.  Cranmer, (C. H. ~ r a n m e r ' s  f a t h e r )  used t o  c a r r y  through t h e  s t r e e t s  a 

ladder  on which he used t o  climb t o  f i l l  t he  lamps; l i g h t  them a t  n i g h t ;  and 

t u r n  them o f f  i n  t h e  morning. 

Then came t h e  b r i l l i a n t  i l l umina t ing  gas,  c a l l e d  ace ty lene  gas, but  memory 

was vague a s  t o  how t h i s  worked. Soon a f t e r  came t h e  mirac le  of e l e c t r i c i t y ;  

t h e  mirac le  took p l ace  about  1912 a t  t h e  g r i s t  m i l l  owned by Frank Minard, ( t h e  

m i l l  i s  now owned by Ivan Hugo). M r .  Minard i n s t a l l e d  a p l a n t  f o r  charging t h e  

b a t t e r i e s  i n  h i s  g r i s t  m i l l  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  d i r e c t  c u r r e n t  e l e c t r i v i t y  used i n  

New Albany. Ray Miller's b ro the r ,  Harold, worked a t  n igh t  i n  t h e  p l a n t  t o  keep 

the  b a t t e r i e s  charged. Af te r  a whi le  t h e  b a t t e r i e s  began t o  wear; l i g h t s  t o  



fail, so Mr. Minard sold to the Sullivan County Electirc at Dushore; which com- 

pany, in turn sold to the Associated Gas and Electric Cod and now it is the 

source of electric power. Now this is just a barber-shop version of how lights 

came to New Albany in years past; today the members of the Chamber of Commerce 

are high on ladders, putting up lights of many colors--to wish all who pass this 

way--A Very Merry Christmas. 

* * * * * * * * *  
Business Directory of New Albany Area in 1954 at the time of the 75 anniversary 

of the town; 

0. K. Allen-Welding and machine repair 

A. J. Bird-Physician and health officer 

Bartlow's Market-Fresh meats and groceries 

Harry Bleiler-Carpenter 

George Bouse-Hardware 

A. I. Brink-Painter 

Browning Oil Co.-Gulf Oil Products 

Stanley L. Campbell-Justice of the Peace 

Helen Catlin-Beautician 

Ivan Corson-Painter 

C. H. Cranmer-Funeral and Ambulance Service, Gas Station and Garage 

Crown Wreath Corp.-Wreaths and Novelties 

E. & A. Davis-Groceries, Meat and Gifts 

Arthur Dibble-Radio and TV Sales and Service 

Dodge Mills-Feed, Seed, Fertilizer and Farm Supplies 

Thelma Dunham-Beautician 

J. K. Dunn-Trucking, Chain saw distributor and Ferguson Implements 

Samuel Estelle-Barber 

First National Bank of New Albany 

Rex Glosenger-Groceries and Clothing, Overton, Pa. 

Ivan Hugo-Feed, Seed, Fertilizer and Custom Grinding 

Leon Hugo-Insurance 

Johnston's Store-Hardware, Electrical Supplies and Footware 

Mrs. Irene Kipp-Photographic Studio, Evergreen, Pa. 

Kozy Korner-Restaurant 

Ferne Kunes-Swedish Masseuse 

James Macfarlane-Justice of the Peace 
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John Mincavage-Gas S t a t i o n  and Luncheonet te ,  South Branch, Pa. 

New Albany Machine & Tool Co.-Machine Shop f o r  Tool and Die Work 

Floyd Norton-Soft Drink D i s t r i b u t o r  

R. H .  Norton-Coal and B u i l d i n g  M a t e r i a l s  

Kenneth Rood-Trucking and Coal D i s t r i b u t o r  

Herman Rynveld 's  Son Corporat ion-Manufacturer  o f  Wreaths and N o v e l i t i e s  

Marguer i t e  Schlessman-Greeting Cards 

S t u r d e v a n t  Bus Lines-Bus Route from Towaada t o  Wil l ianlspor t  

Town House Res tauran t -Res tauran t  and News S tand  

Harry  W .  B idd le ,  Laddsburg,  Pa. 

Lee and Burton S t u r d e v a n t  

* * * * * * * * *  
1980 

The George Bouse Hardware s t o r e  i s  now L e l j e d a l ' s  Hardware, Ben i s  t h e  

owner. C. H. Cranmer Garage i s  now o p e r a t e d  by t h e  Powers f a m i l y .  David i s  M r .  

Cranmer's great -grandson.  The F i r s t  N a t i o n a l  Bank i s  s t i l l  i n  s e r v i c e  b u t  is  

now known as F i r s t  N a t i o n a l  Bank o f  Bradford Co. S t r u d e v a n t  Bus L i n e s  s t i l l  

c a r r y i n g  p a s s e n g e r s  and  do ing  package d e l i v e r y  and pick-up s e r v i c e .  

I v a n  Hugo Feed M i l l  i s  t h e  o l d e s t  b u s i n e s s  i n  New Albany a t  t h i s  t i m e .  M r .  

Hugo i s  s t i l l  v e r y  a c t i v e  i n  g i v i n g  s e r v i c e  t o  t h e  fa rmers ,  g a r d e n e r s ,  and a n i -  

mal owners. Rynveld 's ,  t h e  l a r g e s t  and most impor tan t  b u s i n e s s  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  

employs many from t h e  s u r r o u n d i n g  a r e a .  They a r e  c o n s t a n t l y  expanding and h a s  

done much f o r  t h e  economy of  New Albany. 

A l l  o t h e r  b u s i n e s s e s  mentioned i n  t h e  1954 l i s t i n g  a r e  no l o n g e r  i n  s e r v i c e  

o r  have moved t o  o t h e r  l o c a t i o n s .  Other  b u s i n e s s e s  i n  t h e  New Albany a r e a  now 

i n c l u d e :  Deer Va l ley  I n n ,  Spencer I n s u l a t i o n ,  Shady Nook R e s t a u r a n t ,  ~ i l c o x ' s  

Market,  ~ u g o ' s  Barber Shop, J o e  Keeney C o n s t r u c t i o n ,  F r a n k l i n  L i f e  I n s .  Co., 

B e a u t i c i a n s :  P a u l i n e  McMahon, J a n  O'Conner, V i r g i n i a ,  Hugo, Evelyn Glosenger ,  

Henry's  Machine Shop, J a n ' s  Ceramics,  Donna's Concrete  Ornaments, O ' N e a l s  Gun 

Shop, Doan's Greenhouse, Dick Hugo's Butcher ing  S e r v i c e ,  James Keeney Plumbing 

& Heat ing ,  Jerome Kipy C o n s t r u c t i o n ,  Helen Corson G i f t  Shop, Leo Fowler Coal 

e t c . ,  Kobbe's Garage, Cy Sanders  P a i n t i n g  & Customizing Vans & Trucks ,  Bob 

Sanders  Well  D r i l l i n g ,  G l o r i a ' s  Leaning Tower of P i z z a ,  Country Ki tchen  Restau- 

r a n t  and Dairy  Bar,  C h i z ' s  Oasis, McGroaty's Garage, E l e c t r o l u x  S a l e s  & S e r v i c e .  



T H E  W H I T E  H O U S E  

WASHINGTON 

May 29, 1979 

To the Citizens of New Albany 

Congratulations on the 100th anniversary of your 
community. 

In celebrating this important milestone in your history, 
you can take pride in the values and ideals that have 
made your community and our Nation grow and prosper. 
May the vitality and spirit of your people continue to 
help bui Id a better America and a better world. 



Centennial Celebration 

The theme for New Albany Old Home Day, Aug. 4, 1979 was the Centennial 

celebration of the town charter. Pearl Johnston, Doris Hugo and Minnie Leljedal 

collected favorite old and new recipes to make up the Centennial Cookbook. 

Within a four day period the first printing was sold out and a second printing 

ordered. The proceeds from the sale of the books went to the fire company. 
I1 Fri. night, a play, Pioneers, Peddlers and Privies", written by Bob 

and Minnie Leljedal was performed by local residents. During the play, pictures, 

loaned by interested citizens, were projected on a large screen by Mike Fox. 

These pictures added much to the understanding and enjoyment of the local his- 

tory. 

Each ticket bought for the ham dinner on Saturday, entitled the holder to 

vote for Mrs. New Albany. Mrs. Lulu Slocum won that title and was crowned 

later by 1978 Mrs. New Albany, Reta Manley. 

Special guests in the parade were the areas oldest citizens, Ethel Bird 

and Rush McCarty. After the parade, Little Miss New Albany was chosen--Floy 

Kipp, daughter of Mr. and Mrs Jerry Kipp. First runner up, April Button and 

second runner up, Lisa Lee. 

Following the smorgasbord supper at 5 P.M., Denny Manahan introduced queen 

candidates. Cindy Bixby voted Miss Congeniality by the girls and she was also 

second runner-up. First runner-up was Tracy Hugo--1979 queen was Susanne 

Manahan. 

Gary O'Conner was awarded fireman of the year plaque by Reta Manley. At 

9 P.M. a dance was held at the fire hall with music by "Free and Easy". 

The winners of the parade floats were: 

General Category--Bridge to the Future, Suzette Bender and the little princesses. 

Funniest--Saturday Nite Fever, Doris Dibble, Neva Beebe 

Prettiest--Hawaiian Tour, Most Original--Future Leaders of New Albany. 

Centenial Theme Float 

Hard Times Verses Modern Times--Kim Hugo, Crystal Viall. 

In recognition of the Centennial, the Sullivan Review printed a New Albany 

Centennial supplement. Editorial items and old photos were collected and loaned 

by Pearl Johnston and Doris Hugo. Pages for the supplement were arranged by 

Kathy Bohensky of the Sullivan Review staff. 

Later, in November, Richard Robinson and David Sturdevant gave a very in- 

formative slide presentation about New Albany history at the Baptist Church. 



Tr ibu te  To Lula 

The fol lowing i s  a l e t t e r  w r i t t e n  a f t e r  t h e  M t s .  New Albany Contest ,  Old 

Home Day, 1979. 

New Albany, Pa. 

August 6 ,  1979 

I would l i k e  t o  pay t r f b u t e  t o  t h e  c i t i z e n s  of t h e  New Albany a rea  f o r  

t h i e r  keen i n s i g h t  i n  s e l e c t i n g  M r s .  Lula Slocum a s  our  "Mrs. New Albany" f o r  

1979. Unlike t h e  "Princess" and "Miss New Albany" c o n t e s t s  which a r e  decided 

by a panel  of three very competent and i m p a r t i a l  judges,  "Mrs. New Albany" is  

chosen by s e c r e t  bal lot--a  process  dur ing  which a r e a  r e s i d e n t s  are f r e e  t o  

vo te  f o r  t h a t  married woman whom they f e e l  b e s t  t y p i f i e s  those  a t t r i b u t e s  

which would be worthy of emulation by o t h e r s  of s i m i l a r  s t a t u s  i n  t h e  community. 

You, our  a s t u t e  "New Albanians", a r e  t o  be commended on your choice of 

Lula Slocum f o r  t h i s  honor. She has f o r  yea r s  been a d i l i g e n t  l abo re r  i n  t h e  

vineyards of educat ion,  he r  l o c a l  church, and over  t h e  e n t i r e  l o c a l i t y  i n  gen- 

eral .  Her deeds of kindness  are legion. I doubt t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a household i n  

our  town t h a t  has not  been v i s i t e d  a t  one time o r  another  i n  some appropr i a t e  

manner by her  thought fu l  concern and ca re .  She has  been e s p e c i a l l y  famous f o r  

her  d e l i c i o u s  cakes and t a s t y  lemon p i e s .  I can pe r sona l ly  a t t e s t  t h a t  both 

a r e  superb. The ex ten t  t o  which she  has served t h e  r e s i d e n t s  of our a r ea  is  

only t r u l y  known t o  h e r s e l f  and her  God. 

Yes t o  you t h e  c i t i z e n s  of New Albany, I extend my most s i n c e r e  personal  

app rec i a t ion  f o r  your t r i b u t e  t o  one who so r i c h l y  deserves i t .  And t o  Lula,  

we a l l  say congra tu l a t ions  and thanks f o r  t h e  example you have s e t  i n  t h e  p a s t .  

We f u r t h e r  extend b e s t  wishes f o r  many yea r s  of good h e a l t h  and continued a i d  

t o  a l l  of us. 

This  world w i l l  always s o r e l y  need and probably f a i l  t o  adequately appre- 

c i a t e  i t s  a l l  too  few Lula Slocums. 

Very t r u l y  yours ,  

Richard Robinson 

A r e s i d e n t  of New Albany 
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PIONEERS, PEDDLERS AND PRIVIES 

Dialogue by Minnie and Bob Leljedal 

Cast of Characters-- 

Boy--Joey Keeney 

Grandpa--Bob Lel j edal 

Pioneers Playlet--Kenneth Millard, David Sturdevant, Roger Hugo, Bruce Thall, 

"Skip Dunn, Brent Hugo 

Yankee Peddler--Ben Leljedal 

Barbershop Scene--Barber-Kenneth Hugo, Man in Chair-Keith Corson, Man at the 

door-Henry Beebe, Barbershop Quartet-Bruce Hoffman, Gary Miller, Keith Corson 

and Lloyd Sayman 

Court Scene--Beating with stick 

Judge--Richar d Robinson 

Constable--James Wilcox 

Man--James Keeney 

Four Women--Virginia Hugo, Marion Manahan, Marjory Worthington, Christine Hugo 

Court Scene--Rioting 

Herman Jones--Bruce Hoffman 

Four men--Brent Hugo, Kevin Ferris, Dale Hatch aad Jerry Kipp 

Court Scene--Privy stealing 

Two women--Eloise Corson and Marion Manahan 

Three men--Roger Hugo, Mike McGroaty and Dave Manley 

Square Dance--Caller-Ralph Thall 

Fiddler-Abner Roof 

Dancers--Jack and Rita Slocum, Henry and Neva Beebe, Wayne and Doris Dibble, 

Walt and Helen Manley 

Piano--Donna Rob inson 

Poem--The Bell by Sue Manahan 

Resitation--The Smack in School by Katrina Kellogg 

Dances and Songs by Mrs. Anita Sullivan and her school group. 

School Fight Song by Kimberly Hugo and Crystal Vial 



demen ta ry  School Song by t h e  M i s s  New Albany Contestants .  Presented by Jan 

0 ' Conner 

Master of Ceremonies--Denny Manahan 

Scenery--Sidney Hugo, Paula Hugo and Brent Hugo 

New Albany Centennial  Play--Pioneers, Peddlers  and P r i v i e s  

%--Grandpa, p l e s e  read  me a s t o r y .  

Grandpa--All r i g h t ,  son, what s t o r y  do you want t o  hear?  Do you want t h e  

t h r e e  bea r s ,  Davy Crocket t  o r  what? 

Boy--Why don ' t  you read me a d i f f e r e n t  s t o r y  ton igh t  o r  maybe you could t e l l  

me a s t o r y .  T e l l  me about when you were a boy my age. Were t h e r e  any Ind ians  

he re  i n  New Albany when you were a boy? 

Grandpa--No, t h e r e  wern ' t  any Indians  he re  when I was your age but  when t h e  

f i r s t  s e t t l e r s  came t h e r e  were s t i l l  some around. New Albany a s  a v i l l a g e  i s  

100 years  o ld  t h i s  year  so P e a r l  Johnston and Doris Hugo have go t t en  toge the r  

q u i t e  a s t o r y  on t h e  growth of t h e  New Albany area .  Would you l i k e  t o  hear  some 

parts of i t?  

=--Yes, a r e  t h e r e  any p i c t u r e s  i n  t h e i r  book? 

Grandpa--Yes, I th ink  we w i l l  come a c r o s s  a few. 

%--Good! L e t ' s  hear  t h e  s t o r y .  

Grandpa--Look-the f i r s t  t h i n g  we have i s  a p i c t u r e  of a man and a woman. It i s  

M r .  and Mrs. Moses Ladd, who were some t o  t h e  f i r s t  people t o  s e t t l e  i n  t h e  

New Albany a rea .  They came he re  from Monroeton. Rember t h e r e  were no reads  

a s  we have them today. They had t o  c r o s s  t h e  c reek  15  t imes t o  ge t  here .  The 

woods had many wild animals i n  them. One s t o r y  t o l d  o f t e n  i s  t h e  one of t h e  

prospec t ing  p a r t y  t h a t  s e t  ou t  from Monroeton about 1.800. Here i s  a p o r t r a y a l  

of what took p lace .  

PLAYLET--Ephraim Ladd and sons,  Hora t io ,  Charles  and John; Joseph Langford, 

Johnathan and Rogers Fowler, Ed Warren, J i m  Granger, ca r ry ing  axes and guns can 

be heard o f f  s t a g e  tramping i n  and marking t r e e s .  Enter  on s t age .  

E. Ladd--I t h i n k  we've t r a v e l l e d  f a r  enough today. I t ' s  g e t t i n g  dark.  L e t ' s  

camp he re  t on igh t  and proceed t o  t h e  P r i e s t l y  lands  tomorrow. There i s  a brush 

cabin  we can use f o r  s h e l t e r .  

Johnathan--Come on Rogers, l e t ' s  ga ther  some wood f o r  a f i r e .  (This  s e v e r a l  of 

the  p a r t y  do. A f i r e  i s  b u i l t  and they have t h e i r . e v e n i n g  meal. During t h e  meal 

they t a l k . )  I ' m  anxious t o  g e t  t o  t h e  P r i e s t l y  lands .  The sooner we ge t  t h e r e ,  
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t h e  b e t t e r  s e l e c t i o n  w e ' l l  have. 

Joe--I've heard Mr. P r i e s t l y  w i l l  make your l o t  t o  s u i t  you. You don' t  have t o  

t ake  something you don ' t  want. 

Ed--Payments can be made i n  small amounts too.  You don' t  have t o  pay t h e  whole - 
amount of $2.50 pe r  a c r e  a t  once. 

Johnathan--That r e a l l y  sounds l i k e  a good dea l .  

(They cont inue  ea t ing .  Pause-then Joe  speaks.)  

Joe--That was a b i g  panther  they  k i l l e d  l a s t  week i n  Monroeton. - 
Ed--There seems t o  be q u i t e  a few around. Don't t a l k  about pan the r s  too  much - 
f o r  Hora t io  i s  a scaredy c a t !  

Horatio--No, I ' m  no t .  I ' v e  heard about them l o t s  of t i m e s .  

Charles--But I ' l l  b e t  you haven ' t  seen any 

Horatio--Maybe not  bu t  when I s e e  my f i r s t  l i v e  one, I ' l l  shoot  him r i g h t  be- 

tween t h e  eyes-so the re !  

Charles--Ha! Ha! I hope I ' m  around when you s e e  t h e  f i r s t  one. I ' l l  b e t  your 

h a i r  w i l l  s t and  on end-you'l l  be so a f r a i d !  

E. Ladd--All r i g h t ,  boys, t h a t  i s  enough t ea s ing .  L e t ' s  l i e  down and g e t  some 

r e s t  f o r  tomorrow i s  another  long walk. 

(They l i e  down t o  r e s t .  Noise and r e s t l i n g  i s  heard i n  t h e  background. Hora t io  

wakes h i s  f a t h e r  q u i e t l y .  Horat io  pee r s  i n t o  t h e  darkness ,  s p o t s  t h e  animal ,  

l e v e l s  h i s  gun and f i r e s . )  

~o ra t io - - ( sc reams)  A panther!  

(The r e s t  of t h e  camp rouses)  

Johnathon--What d id  you shoot a t  Hora t io?  

Horatio--A panther!  It was t h i s  b ig .  He won't be a t t a c k i n g  us  t on igh t  'cause 

I got  him r i g h t  between t h e  eyes.  I ' l l  show you. (Several  go o f f  and come back 

on s t a g e  laughing.  ) 

Ed--Some panther  hunter  you a r e ,  Hora t io .  A l l  i s  no t  l o s t  t ho ' .  We' l l  have some - 
good ea t ing .  Your panther  turned out  t o  be a n i c e  buck, (Holds dee r  head f o r  

j u s t  a moment f o r  a l l  t o  see . )  

Curtain-- 

Grandpa--Now, .son don ' t  be a f r a i d .  Panthers  and such animals a r e n ' t  i n  t h e  

woods much now. A s  people s e t t l e d  i n  t h e  a r e a  t h e  animals were k i l l e d  o r  they 

l e f t .  L e t ' s  read some more i n  our  book. A s  people moved i n t o  New Albany, they 

had no s t o r e s  so they  bought t h e  th ings  they  needed from t h e  Yankee peddler .  He 

so ld  every th ing  from snake o i l  t o  bu t tons  and bows. He was s i m i l a r  t o  our  door 
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t o  door salesman. But he was g ree t ed  happi ly  by t h e  s e t t l e r s .  

Yankee Peddler  Skit--People swap maple sugar ,  p e l t s  and deer  horns f o r  what they  

want . 
Yankee Peddler--Well, well-what a f i n e  group of  people  w e  have he re ,  Uncle Ben 

he re ,  your Yankee Peddler .  We have a f i n e  assortment  of  t r a s h - I  mean wares-for 

you f o l k s ,  snake o i l  f o r  t h e  rheumatic,  Balm f o r  t h e  hard-to-milk cow and a 

l i t t l e  b i t  of s p i r i t s ,  I mean medicine t o  c u r e  a l l  i l l s .  Af t e r  a few swallows 

you w i l l  never  know what h i t  you-Ah mean you w i l l  never know you had an ache o r  

pa in  i n  your l i f e .  We mend pans,  sharpen s h e a r s  o r  s e w  t h e  r i p  i n  your t r o u s e r s  

i f  you so d e s i r e .  Here, l i t t l e  g i r l ,  t r y  some o f  Uncle Ben's s a s s a f r a s s  candy, 

b e s t  i n  t h e  West. m y  I have some mighty powerful po t ions  i n  t h i s  wagon, some 

you would no t  be l i eve .  Take t h i s  g e n t l e  man h e r e  who f e l l  a s l e e p  i n  t h e  b a r b e r ' s  

c h a i r  o r  s l e e p s  i n  too  s h o r t  a bed. Why I have t h i s  l o t i o n  t h a t  i s  guaranteed 

t o  grow h a i r  on a tombstone. What you say-you c a n ' t  a f f o r d  t h e  low, low p r i c e  

of one d o l l a r .  Well, I t e l l  you what I w i l l  do. I g ive  you one and I w i l l  

s e l l  you one and i f  t h e  one I s o l d  you f a i l s  t o  work-you can g ive  me t h e  one I 

gave you back. You c a n ' t  bea t  t h a t  now, can you? Well, I can see t h a t  I j u s t  

don ' t  have a buying crowd he re  today but  I t e l l  you what I am going t o  do. I 

am going t o  g ive  you kind f o l k s  some samples of my wares and I know a f t e r  you 

use them you w i l l  be anxious ly  looking down t h e  road f o r  my r e t u r n .  

Grandpa--Stores and bus ines se s  s t a r t e d  when enough people  a r r i v e d  t o  make i t  

p r o f i t a b l e .  When t h e  town was incorpora ted ,  New Albany boasted 2 genera l  

s t o r e s ,  a hardware, a harness  shop, a grocery,  a watch maker, 3 d r e s s  makers 

and m i l l i n e r .  a l i v e r y ,  a meat market,  a blacksmith,  a feed  m i l l ,  a lumber 

m i l l ,  a b a r r e l  maker, 2 h o t e l s ,  2 churches,  3 d o c t o r s ,  a pos t  o f f i c e ,  a school ,  

a r a i l r o a d  s t a t i o n  and a barber  shop. Here i s  a scene t h a t  might have taken 

p l ace  i n  t h e  l o c a l  barbershop. 

Barbershop Scene--Include barber  and s e v e r a l  o t h e r  men. To inc lude  mention of 

c u r r e n t  p r i c e s ,  shipment of app le s ,  payment of le t ters  by r e c e i v e r ,  naming of  

streets, Civi l  War, and o t h e r  town goss ip .  This  w i l l  work i n t o  t h e  barbershop 

q u a r t e t .  (Barber is  c u t t i n g  man's h a i r  whi le  o t h e r s  w a i t . )  

Barber--How d i d  your app le  crop t u r n  o u t  t h i s  y e a r ,  Jake? 

Jake--I had a r e a l  good c rop .  I guess a l l  t h e  orchards  he re  i n  t h e  a r e a  d i d  

real w e l l  t h i s  year .  The s t a t i o n  agent  t o l d  m e  t h a t  25,OO bushe ls  had been 

shipped from h e r e  t h i s  year .  
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Barber--25,000 bushels .  Wow! Tha t ' s  a l o t  of apples .  

Ed--(reading t h e  paper) I don ' t  know what t h i s  country i s  coming to .  J u s t  - 
l i s t e n  t o  t h e s e  prices-and t h e s e  a r e  supposed t o  be bargains-- 

Whiskey-21%~ a qt.-Shoes $1.75-Great c o a t  $16.00-Cheese 1 0 ~  1b.-Shoeing horse 

62%~-Shoeing oven $1.65-Making plow b o l t  1 3 ~ - l p i g  $2.00-1 ga l lon  soap 25~-making 

soap 25~-making shoes 7 5 ~ - 6  papers  of tobacco 1 8 ~ .  Things g e t  h igher  everyday. 

Josh--My pension from t h e  C i v i l  War of $19.00 a month doesn 's  go very  f a r .  

David--So you were i n  t h e  C i v i l  War-I heard t h e r e  were q u i t e  a few from New. 

Albany i n  i t .  

Josh--Yes, many went. I n  f a c t ,  a t  t h e  time of t h e  war New Albany had 210 r eg i s -  

t e r e d  v o t e r s  and 191  of them went t o  war. I was one of t h e  lucky ones,  a l a r g e  

percentage of them were maimed o r  k i l l e d .  

Barber--Have any of you seen t h e  e l k  they  captured? 

David--Where i s  I t ?  

Barber--I understand they have i t  i n  a small  pen down a t  t h e  h o t e l  i n  Wilcox. 

David--I've heard they  have dancing g i r l s  t h e r e ,  too.  Of course ,  I wouldn't  

know f o r  f a c t !  

Ed--I t h i n k  something should be done about t h e  pos t  o f f i c e .  The o t h e r  day I 

received a l e t t e r ,  and I d i d n ' t  have enough money t o  pay f o r  i t .  I ' v e  been dy- 

i ng  of c u r i o s i t y  wondering what was i n  t h a t  l e t t e r .  Why cou ldn ' t  they  have t h e  

sender pay f o r  t h e  l e t t e r  r a t h e r  than  t h e  one who g e t s  i t .  (Man s t i c k s  head i n  

t h e  door) 

Man--I'm looking f o r  t h e  hardware on Main S t r e e t .  I ' v e  been up and down t h i s  - 
road and I c a n ' t  f i n d  i t .  

~arber--You've been on t h e  wrong s t r e e t .  Main S t r e e t  should be  where Front  

S t r e e t  is,  bu t  t h e  tu rnp ike  came a long  and made Front  S t r e e t  Main S t r e e t  b u t  

Main S t r e e t  i s  s t i l l  behind Front  S t r e e t .  

Man--Thanks! ( l eaves )  - 
Barber--You fe l lows  a r e  s ing ing  a t  t h e  s ing ing  school  t h i s  week, a r e n ' t  you? 

Why don' t  you g ive  me a sample of i t  

Song-- 

Grandpa--When a n  a r e a  i s  made up of  2 o r  more people laws and c o u r t s  must a l s o  

come i n t o  being. Many i n t e r e s t i n g  c a s e s  were brought be fo re  t h e  l o c a l  J . P . ' s  

over t h e  yea r s .  

J.P. Scene--Include 4 women charged f o r  s t r i k i n g  a man wi th  a t h i n  s t i c k  

and moving a pr ivy .  
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our - 
Judge--This cou r t  is  now i n  sess ion .  F i r s t  case ,  p lease .  (Constable e n t e r s  

with 4 l a d i e s  and a man. Constable reads  complaint) 

Constable--(reads) John White charges t h e s e  4 l a d i e s  wi th  bea t ing  him wi th  a 

t h i n  s t i c k .  This s t i c k  is  t h e  a l l e g e d  weapon. 

Judge--Let t h e  s t i c k  be e x h i b i t  No. 1. A l l  r i g h t  l a d i e s  you have heard t h e  

complaint aga ins t  you. How do you plead? 

Ladies--(in unison) Gui l ty  your honor. 

Eliza--Your honor, we were provoked i n t o  i t .  

Judge--Tell me about i t .  
- - -  

Eunice--Your Honor, you know we a r e  C h r i s t i a n  l a d i e s .  We always work t o  earn  

money f o r  educa t ing  t h e  heathens. We planned a d inner  l a s t  week t o  earn  money 

and we met a t  t h e  church t o  bake p i e s .  

Grace--We had baked t h e  p i e s  and I placed them on t h e  window s i l l  t o  cool .  

Vivian--Then I went t o  ge t  them and some were missing. That man (po in t s )  was 

running away with a p i e  i n  each hand. 

Eliza--I ho l l e r ed  t o  t h e  l a d i e s  and we chased a f t e r  him. So when we cornered 

him, we d id  h i t  him wi th  t h a t  s t i c k .  

Judge--Mr. White, d id  you t ake  the  p i e s  a s  charged? 

M r .  White--Your Honor, I was walking, passed t h e  church and I got a wiff of 

f r e s h  baked huckleberry p i e s .  I went t o  s e e  where t h e  smell  came from and I 

sp ied  t h e  p i e s  on t h e  s i l l .  I guess Satan got  i n t o  me f o r  I d id  t ake  2 of t h e  

p i e s .  

Judge--Then M r .  White I t h i n k  you got  what you deserved.  Case dismissed. Next 

case.  

They e x i t .  Constable b r ings  i n  5 fel lows.  

Constable--(Reads) These 4 young men have been charged by t h i s  man, Herman Jones ,  

f o r  r i o t i n g .  

Judge--Jones t e l l  us  your s i d e  of t h e  s t o r y .  

Jones--Your Honor, I heard s e c r e t l y  t h a t  I would be a b l e  t o  ge t  some s p i r i t s  i f  

I appeared i n  a c e r t a i n  p l ace  a t  a c e r t a i n  t ime. So I went t o  t h e  grove t h a t  

n igh t  a t  t h e  c e r t a i n  t i m e .  When I got  h t e r e  I was surrounded by a crowd of 

hooded men and boys who commenced y e l l i n g  and whooping. I became f r igh tened  so 

I l e f t  f o r  town t h r u  t h e  creek.  I feared  t h a t  t h e  crowd meant t o  harm me. 

Judge--All r i g h t  gentlemen, l e t ' s  hear  your s i d e  of t h e  s t o r y .  

George--It was only  a joke,  your Honor. 

John--~ee  Hee, you should have seen him sp la sh  through t h e  i c y  w a t e r s . i n  h i s  
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h u r r y  t o  g e t  home. I g u e s s  he d e c i d e d  h e  d i d n ' t  need any c i d e r  a f t e r  a l l .  

Charles--We're s o r r y  w e  s c a r e d  him s o  much. 

Judge--What you f e l l o w s  d i d  was wrong and I d o n ' t  want t o  h e a r  o f  you do ing  

a n y t h i n g  a g i n .  J o n e s ,  maybe, you shou ld  c u r b  your  d e s i r e  f o r  t h e  s p i r i t s .  

Each p a r t y  i s  t o  pay your  own costs.--Next c a s e .  ( C o n s t a b l e  b r i n g s  i n  3 f e l l o w s  

and 2 g i r l s )  

Constable--(Reads) These p e r s o n s  were accused  by M i s s  Black of s t e a l i n g  h e r  

p r i v y  on Halloween. S i n c e  i t  i s  such  a d e l i c a t e  s u b j e c t  f o r  M i s s  Black,  I have 

been asked  t o  r e l a t e  t o  you what happened.  It seems t h e s e  t h r e e  men and t h e s e  

2 women went t o  Main S t r e e t  on Halloween and took  J o n e ' s  wagon w i t h o u t  h i s  p e r -  

m i s s i o n ,  proceeded a c r o s s  t h e  s t r e e t  and loaded  Miss B l a c k ' s  p r i v y  on t h e  wagon. 

Then t h e  accused  p a r t y  pushed t h e  wagon up t o  Fron t  S t r e e t  and l e f t  t h e  wagon 

and p r i v y  parked on t h e  s idewalk  i n  f r o n t  of  t h e  g r o c e r y  s t o r e .  

.Judge--You -- - have hea rd  t h e  c h a r g e s  a g a i n s t  you. Do any o f  you Ilave nnyth-lng t o  

s a y ?  ( A l l  shake heads  no) 

Judge--1 t h i n k  we shou ld  h e a r  what happened from you. 

1st man--Your Honor, we were o u t  l o o k i n g  f o r  some Halloween fun when we s p i e d  

Miss B n l c k ' s  p r e t t y  p r i v y .  You know i t  i s  p a i n t e d  w h i t e  w i t h  a n i c e  c r e s c e n t  

i n  t h e  door .  So we d e c i d e d  i t  would b e  a  good joke  t o  p u t  i t  up town on F r o n t  

S t r e e L  . 
2nd mln--We - - d i d n ' t  know how we'd g e t  i t  t h e r e  u n t i l  we n o t i c e d  J o n e s '  w'i>;on 

3cro  5 5  tile r o a d .  

l 5 t  nun--Tlic~ p r i v y  w a s n ' t  heavy s o  we loaded  i t  on t h e  wagon. -- 

1st woman--The p r i v y  w a s  t o p  heavy on t h e  wagon s o  M i s s  Green and I rode  i t  t o  - -.- - - 

he1 p s t ~ d d y  i t .  

2nd - -  1,itIy--It - - seemed l i k e  a  hundred m i l e s  we r o d e  t h a t  t l ~ i n g .  

f ~ d ~ _ c ' - - Y r .  Smith,  you h a v e n ' t  s a i d  a n y t h i n g  abou t  t h e  escapade .  Weren' t  you i n  

i t ?  

M r .  - - Smith--No, - your Honor, I w a s n ' t  i n  i t  I was behind pusli ing.  

.Iucige--Your - -- H'llloween prank was e n t i r e l y  unnecessa ry .  Your qen tence  w i l l  be  t o  

p u l l  tile p r i v y  and wagon back t o  t h e i r  r i g h t f u l  p l a c e s  b u t  I won ' t  d i s g r a c e  you 

Lad je ,  b, making you r i d e .  Case d i s m i s s e d .  

Boy--Wi~,lt -- - d i d  you do f o r  fun when you were a  boy? 

Gr<indpa--Oh, we had l o t s  of f u n .  Of c o u r s e  we hunted and f i s h e d .  There  were 
. - -- 

t l ~ n c < > s ,  ha l lgames ,  c o n t e s t s  and p l a y s .  The 4 t h  of  J u l y  was t h e  b i g  day of t h e  

!-car. On J r d y  3 ,  1 9 1 4 ,  t h i s  i n v i t a t i o n  was i n  t h e  newspaper,  t h e  New Albany 
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Mirror : 

"Tomorrow is  a ga l a  day i n  town. New Albany w i l l  celebrate t h e  ever  g l o r i -  

ous i n  a most f i t t i n g  manner. There w i l l  be  a r e a l  genuine o l d  fashioned Fourth 

of Ju ly  c e l e b r a t i o n  i n  New Albany, under t h e  auspices  of t h e  New Albany band. 

There w i l l  be 2 b a s e b a l l  games, one i n  t h e  forenoon and one i n  t h e  a f te rnoon 

between New Albany and Towanda. There w i l l  be c o n s t e s t  of a l l  k inds  inc luding  

a mi le  r ace  and a hundred yard dash. The New Albany Band w i l l  f u r n i s h  music 

a l l  day long. Refreshments congenial  t o  mankind w i l l  be served i n  S t r e b y ' s  

Grove. 

There w i l l  be dancing i n  the  grove i n  t h e  a f t e rnson  and evening w i t h  good 

o r c h e s t r a  music. There w i l l  be b r i l l i a n t  d i s p l a y  of f i reworks i n  t h e  evening. 

I f  you contemplate c e l e b r a t i n g  t h e  ever  g lo r ious  t h i s  year you shauld do so  

r i g h t  i n  d l d  New Albany. There w i l l  be a good time wai t ing  f o r  everyone who 

comes. Down i n  t h e  grove, t h a t  land a c r o s s  t h e  c reek  from t h e  o l d  High School 

many f e s t i v i t i e s  were he ld  and many Saturday n i g h t s  you could wi tness  square  

dancing a t  i t ' s  bes t .  

(Have square dance-4 couples ,  1 f i d d l e r  and 1 c a l l e r )  

Grandpa--Music was very much i n  t h e  h i s t o r y  of New Albany. Charles Sadler  was 

a barber  but  h i s  barber ing  had t o  t ake  second p l ace  t o  h i s  love  of music. He l e d  

the  l o c a l  band and along wi th  M r s .  Al ice  Sumner, publ ished the  Music, "Sundown 

i n  New Albany". L e t ' s  l i s t e n  t o  i t  being played by Donna Robinson (Music i s  

played) 

Grandpa--Mrs Sumner a l s o  wrote "What Might Have Been" and "The Midnight Express". 

Both songs were publ ished by t h e  New Albany Music Co, She a l s o  wrote 40 gospel  

hymns. (Another song played) 

Grandpa--Son, y o u ' l l  soon be going t o  school .  The f i r s t  c h i l d r e n  t o  l i v e  i n  

New Albany had no schools  t o  go to .  A s  soon a s  poss ib l e ,  schools  were s t a r t e d ,  

the  f i r s t  ones were a t  n igh t  because t h e  c h i l d r e n  had t o  he lp  on the  farms 

dur ing  t h e  day. We have one school  he re  i n  New Albany today but  back when my 

dad went t o  school  t h e r e  were 10  schools  i n  t h e  a r e a .  The one room schools  

c losed  one by one u n t i l  a l l  t h e  c h i l d r e n  of t h e  a r e a  came i n t o  town t o  t h e  o ld  

grade school .  The purchase of t h e  b e l l  f o r  t h e  o ld  school  i s  a s t o r y  o f t e n  t o l d .  

The school  board agreed t o  b u i l d  a b e l l  tower and hang t h e  b e l l  i f  t h e  school  

s tuden t s  would buy t h e  b e l l .  "The Entertainment" i s  what they c a l l e d  t h e i r  

money r a i s i n g  endeavor. Here is  a sample of some of t h e  th ings  they d id .  

(Poems--Recitation, e t c . )  
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Grandpa--The show was he ld  Friday and Saturday n i g h t s  and earned $36.00 f o r  t h e  

purchase of t h e  b e l l .  Many a s tuden t  has  moaned a t  t h e  sound of t h e  b e l l  pcnl-  

i ng  t h e  end of r e c e s s  o r  noon. When the  new high school  was b u i l t ,  s p o r t s  be- 

came much a  p a r t  of t h e  school  a c t i v i t i e s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  baske tba l l .  There were 

many good teams before  t h e  new bu i ld ing  was b u i l t  bu t  t h e  p l aces  used l e f t  much 

t o  be des i r ed ,  one such p l ace  was over t h e  hardware s t o r e .  A few yea r s  a f t e r  

t h e  new high  school  was f i n i s h e d  a  new young teacher  was h i r e d  t o  teach  math and 

t o  coach g i r l s  and boys b a s k e t b a l l .  This  was a  w i s e  dec i s ion  on t h e  p a r t  of t h e  

school  board a s  t h e  t rophy case  i n  t h e  school  hallway would show. Grover 

W ~ r t h i n g t o n ' s  teams were f ea red  by opponents f o r  many y e a r s  and h i s  coaching 

ended only  wi th  t h e  c l o s i n g  of t h e  h igh  school  i n  New Albany. (P i c tu re s  of 

teams wi th  f i g h t  song i n  t h e  background) 

Grandpa--(Conclusion) Well, son, t h e  n igh t  has  been long bu t  very i n t e r e s t i n g .  

It i s  time you should th ink  about bed. We can e a r l i l y  s e e  t h a t  New Albany has 

had a  very i l l u s t r i o u s  p a s t  wi th  some good and not  so good t imes.  It makes me 

proud t o  have been a part of t h i s  a r e a  dur ing  my l i f e t i m e  and you should now 

accept  t h e  cha l lenge  and add new pages t o  t h e  h i s t o r y  of Albany Valley. Good- 

n ight  ! 

I n  t h e  lone ly  q u i e t  

Of e a r l y  morning 

A b r i g h t  new Sound 

Is heard.  

It i s  t h e  b e l l  t h a t  t o l l s  

To wake t h e  town, 

For t h e  ch i ld ren  

Must go t o  school  

They seem t o  come From nowhere, 

Children of a l l  ages  

Wearing t h e  same express ion  

Of joy. 

This  seems q u i t e  odd 

For a  school  day 

But t h e  b e l l  t h a t  r i n g s  

The B e l l  

Is t h e i r s .  

Thei r  c o n t r i b u t i o n  

To t h e  o ld  School. 

The yea r s  have passed 

The town has grown 

And t h e  Bel l?  

The b e l l  i s  s i l e n t  

And t h e  school  

Is a warehouse. 

The c h i l d r e n  who brought 

This  prec ious  hunk 

Of metal  

Have long passed away. 

But t h e  memory s t i l l  l i v e s ,  



And once i n  a whi le  

On a q u i e t  morning, 

A b e l l  w i l l  r i n g ,  

And t h e  s t r e e t s  o u t s i d e  

Begin t o  f i l l  

For i t  i s  time f o r  t h e  c h i l d r e n  

To go t o  school .  

Sue Manahan 7/10/79 

New Albanv Elementarv School Alma Mater 

The same year  t h a t  Karen Driggs wrote t h e  Wyalusing Alma Mater, her  s i s t e r ,  

J a n e t ,  who was i n  t h e  New Albany Grade School, came up wi th  t h e s e  words. 

O r i g i n a l l y  t h e  words, "Norton's Lumber Yard and Per ry  Yaw's back door" were 

used. The tune  is  t h e  same a s  t h e  Wyalusing school  song. 

I n  t h e  o l d  New Albany Valley 

by E p l e r ' s  Lumber Yard 

There t o  school  we go toge the r  

though t h e  f i r s t  s i x  years  were hard.  

You can have your Wyalusing, by t h e  Susquehanna shore  

Because I ' d  r a t h e r  l i v e  i n  New Albany 

by L e l j e d a l ' s  back door.  
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Do You Remember?---- 

A sewing f ac to ry  on Front  S t . ?  Also a puzzle  f a c t o r y ?  

Freidman's Sewing Fac to ry  was l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  b u i l d i n g  now occupied by 

Rynveld's,  next  t o  A le t a  Campbell 's. Aprons, shoulder  pads,  d r e s s  s h i e l d s  and 

bedroom s l i p p e r s  were made t h e r e .  

The puzz le  f a c t o r y  was i n  t h e  b u i l d i n g  next  t o  Hugo's barber-shop. That 

b u i l d i n g  was burned i n  t h e  '50 ' s  and was rep laced  by t h e  p re sen t  s t r u c t u r e .  

Ennis Burch was t h e  man i n  charge of t h e  puzz le  f a c t o r y ,  1943. 

Maynard Mayo, a f a m i l i a r  s i g h t  on t h e  street wi th  h i s  overcoa t  and boots ,  

summer and win t e r ,  d e l i v e r i n g  m a i l  and doing odd jobs .  

The New Albany Chamber of Commerce? This  group d i d  much f o r  t h e  community 

from i t ' s  beginning i n  1941 u n t i l  i t ' s  end. 

The o l d  Boro b u i l d i n g  and f i r e  h a l l  with t h e  high hose tower? This  burn- 

ed and was rep laced  by t h e  p re sen t  f i r e  h a l l .  

Remember Dick Norton's f i r e s ?  And when t h e  town r a l l i e d  t o  keep Rynveld's 

he re  a f t e r  t h a t  f a c t o r y  burned? The main f a c t o r y  burned on Dec. 3 ,  1956. The 

f i r e  h a l l  was used by t h e  company u n t i l  t h e  new f a c t o r y  was completed. Bonds 

were i s sued  and money r a i s e d  s o  t h e  company cont inued i n  New Albany. 

Sportsmen's Club? The men m e t  i n  t h e  o l d  house of Lyle Wilcox, Sr .  up i n  

t h e  orchard ,  1953. 

The Horse Shows on Johns ton ' s  f l a t s ?  Horses and r i d e r s  came from near  

and f a r .  

When a boy en t e r ed  t h e  Miss New Albany Queen Contest ,  1972? And made such 

a good showing, he almost won. 

The o l d  swimming ho le  a t  "Red Bridge"? 

Fay Magee and h i s  " r a t t l e  bones"? 

The "Senator", J i m  McFarland? Married many couples  a t  h i s  home, t h e  L i t t l e  

White House. H e  was a J u s t i c e  of  t h e  Peace f o r  s e v e r a l  yea r s .  Had a most i n t e r -  

e s t i n g  l i f e .  Once bought two i s l a n d s  i n  t h e  r i v e r  a t  Towanda, " j u s t  t o  make 

people t a lk" .  

When Old Home Day was observed a t  t h e  church wi th  a d inner  and t i m e  f o r  

l e i s u r e l y  v i s i t i n g ?  During Rev. E a r l  A .  Noyes' m i n i s t r y  (1936-39) Old Home Day 

s t a r t e d .  

Howard Cranmer, t h e  undertaker?  A man w e l l  l i k e d  by a l l  who knew him? 

Wes Keeney and h i s  boundless energy making t h e  Firemen's Mothers Day d inners  

a huge success  every yea r?  
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'ou Remember?---- 

Ferne Kunes and h e r  Swedish massage sa lon?  D i d  anyone use t h e  s e r v i c e ?  

The s ign  was on her  house f o r  yea r s .  

During World War 11, t h e  board, i n  Simon's ya rd ,  t h a t  l i s t e d  t h e  l o c a l  

servicemen. 

Co l l i n s  Driggs Studio? I n  t h e  50 ' s  and e a r l y  601s ,  a s  a  musician and 

composer appeared on TV and was on r a d i o  r e g u l a r l y .  H i s  s t u d i o  was i n  t h e  

bu i ld ing  t h a t  now houses t h e  l i b r a r y .  

When t h e  Methodist Church had a  s t e e p l e ?  Lightning s t r u c k  t h e  s t e e p l e  

and shattered it in 1920. 

Remember when New Albany had two wreath bus inesses?  The New Albany Rope 

and Wreath p l a n t ,  owned by Percy Dieffenbach, was l a t e r  so ld  t o  Crown Wreat'i Co. 

When New Albany had an  ambulance s e r v i c e ,  manned by t h e  firemen? 

Walter Robinson's poems and songs? H e  was M.C. f o r  many l o c a l  programs, 

wrote poems f o r  any occas ion  and sang "This Old House" l i k e  no one e l s e ?  

When t h e  I.O.O.F. and Rebeccas were a c t i v e  o rgan iza t ions?  The o y s t e r  

suppers given by t h e  Odd Fellows are a legend? 

When no wedding was complete without  one of  Mrs. Oscar Lyon's cakes? 

Kozy Korner was a  r e s t a u r a n t ?  P e a r l  and Lamont B i l l i n g s  opera ted  i t  a t  

one time a s  d id  Anne and John Hanzok i n  l a t e r  yea r s .  And i f  you remember when 

t h a t  bu i ld ing  was a  Grange Ha l l ,  you've r e a l l y  got  a  good memory. 

Remember when Pe t e  and Mary Christman had t h e  Town House Res tauran t?  How 

about  Mrs. Dieffenbach 's  boarding house? And when t h e  h igh  school  t eache r s  

a l l  roomed a t  t h e  - B i l l i n g s  home? 

0 .  K .  Al len (Skinny)? I f  anyth ing  needed r e p a i r s ,  "Skinny" could f i x  i t .  

The f i r e  aux. came i n t o  being? (1951) Jesse Bryon g iv ing  much time t o  

t h a t  o rgan iza t ion  and o t h e r  community a c t i v i t i e s .  

Santa Claus a t  Davis' S to re?  Edna and Agnes seemed t o  enjoy t h i s  event a s  

much a s  t h e  c h i l d r e n .  

Swinging f o o t  b r idge  t h a t  went a c r o s s  t h e  c reek  between Norton 's  and t h e  

Hugo's m i l l ?  

Barbie  Schlessman? Barbie  was so  w e l l  l i k e d  by young and o ld .  

When Mi l la rd  Dibble s tood  on Route 220 and saw t h a t  c h i l d r e n  c rossed  s a f e l y  

every Sunday morning a f t e r  Sunday School? 

Elwood Kendall? So many remember him a s  t h e  f a v o r i t e  t e ache r .  - 



Do You Remember? ---- 

D r .  Bird? Del ivered more than 3,000 bab ie s  i n  t h e  60 y r s .  of s e rv i ce .  En- 

joyed hunt ing  and f i s h i n g  very  much. H i s  wi fe ,  E the l ,  helped s o  much wi th  babies  

and new mothers 

Norah d a r l i n g  and Barney McCoy 

I am going f a r  away, Norah d a r l i n g  

And l eav ing  such an  ange l  f a r  behind 

It w i l l  break my h e a r t  i n  two, which I fondly gave t o  you 

And no o t h e r  one s o  l ov ing ,  kind and t r u e .  

Chorus: Then come t o  my arms Norah d a r l i n g  

Bid your f r i e n d s  i n  dear  Old I r e l a n d  good-by; 

And i t ' s  happy we w i l l  be i n  t h a t  dear  land  of t h e  f r e e ,  

Living happy wi th  your Barney McCoy. 

I would go wi th  you, Barney d a r l i n g ,  

But t h e  reason  why I t o l d  you o f t  be fo re ;  

It would break my mother 's  h e a r t  i f  from her  I had t o  p a r t ,  

And go roaming wi th  you, Barney McCoy. 

I am going f a r  away, Norah d a r l i n g ,  

J u s t  a s  s u r e  a s  t h e r ' s  a God t h a t  I adore ;  

But remember what I say ,  t h a t  u n t i l  t h e  judgement day, 

You w i l l  never s e e  your burney anymore. 

I would go wi th  you, Barney d a r l i n g ,  

I f  my mother and t h e  rest of them were t h e r e ,  

For I know would be b l e s t  i n  t h a t  dear  land  of t h e  w e s t ,  

L iv ing  happy wi th  your Barney McCoy. 

I am going f a r  away, Norah d a r l i n g ,  

And t h e  s h i p  i s  now anchored a t  t h e  bay, 

And before  tomorrov sun you w i l l  hear  t h e  s i g n a l  gun, 

So be ready- i t  w i l l  c a r r y  u s  away. 

Wr i t t en  by Ada Stevens 

For 

Aaron Reynolds 

Laddsburg, Pa. 



Youth, you a r e  mistaken 

I f  you th ink  t o ,  f i n d  

I n  shades,  a medicine 

For a t roubled  mind. May 9 ,  1862 

Do not  look f o r  wrong and e v i l  

You w i l l  f i n d  t h a t  i f  you do 

A s  you measure, t o  your neighbor 

He w i l l  measure back t o  you. 

Think of me when sunse t  l i n g e r s  

When t h e  evening breezes  s i g h  

When t h e  s t n  wi th  golden f i n g e r s  

Po in t s  t h e  crimson sunse t  sky. 

war and love  a r e  s t r a n g e  compeers, 

War sheds blood, and love  sheds t e a r s ,  

War i s  a s h i e l d  and love  a d a r t ,  

War breaks  heads,  and love  breaks  h e a r t s .  

Love many, t r u s t  few, 

And always paddle your own canoe. 

You ' l l  o f t e n  s e e  t h i s  quoted 

Paddle your own canoe, 

But y o u ' l l  f i n d  e r e  long you've f l o a t e d ,  

T i s  e a s i e r  paddled by two. 

I N  THE WOODBOX OF MEMORY, PLACE THERE A 

STICK FOR ME. June 20, 1862 

0 ever thus  from chi ldhood ' s  hour 

I ' v e  seen  my fondest  hopes decay. 

I never loved a tree o r  f lower ,  

Never g ive  up, s t i c k  t o  t h e  r i g h t  

Never p lay  f a s t  and loose  

Onward! ahead t o  t h e  mountain l i g h t  

With a s t i f f  upper l ip - - l ike  a goose. - But i t  was t h e  f i r s t  t o  fade.  

June 1 7 ,  1862 
There ' s  no d i sg race  i n  being poor 

So says  t h e  proverb l e n i e n t  Lives  of  poor men o f t  remind us  
But t h e r e  i s  one t h i n g  very s u r e  Honest t o i l  don ' t  s tand  a chance 
I t ' s  mighty inconvenient .  More w e  work, we have behind us  

Bigger pa tches  on our  pants .  

From poems found i n  t h e  o l d  New Albany Mir rors ,  i t  would seem t h e  e d i t o r ,  

M r .  Taylor ,  was q u i t e  a poe t .  H e  would t ake  almost  any event  and w r i t e  i t  a s  a 

poem. These a r e  examples! 

H e  was an anc i en t  blacksmith and he toppe th  one of t h r e e ,  
11 By my long gray beard and g l i t t e r i n g  eye, Now wherefore s toppes t  thou me?" 

H e  ho lds  him wi th  h i s  skinny hand, Thou h a s t  a son quoth he, 

By George, unhand m e  gray ha i r ed  loon,  bu t  no a hand dropped he.  

H e  ho lds  him wi th  h i s  v i s e  l i k e  g r i p ,  H i s  i re  d i d  foam and see the ;  

Thy mother was no gentleman, b u r s t  through h i s  c lenched t e e t h .  

The o t h e r  was a s o l d i e r  brave,  and he had s a i d  t o  "Mar" 

I ' m  going t o  spend t h e  evening a t  Swartz Pos t  G.A.R. 
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The s o l d i e r  shouts  , Pol ice!  Pol ice!  make t h i s  man l e t  me be. 

A man came running t o  h i s  a i d  e f t soons  h i s  hand dropped he. 

They par ted  f o r  t h e  evening and s i l e n c e  f e l l  i n  showers 

Around t h e  p l ace  where they had met, f o r  'most two dozen hours.  

And even now, ' t i s  by some a ho le  found i n  t h e  a i r  

Contains-  some awful e p i t h e t s  and wads of long gray h a i r .  

* * * * * * * * *  
Why The Ed i to r  Swore 

With a t e r r i f i c  co ld  i n  h i s  head, and e y e l i d s  heavy and s o r e ,  

An e d i t o r  s a t  i n  h i s  broken c h a i r ,  and b i t t e r l y ,  e a r n e s t l y  s w o r e .  

A youth had dropped i n  w i th  a poem, a man was t h e r e  wi th  a dun, 

And a chap had en te red  t o  t e l l  h i m ,  how t h e  paper ought t o  be run. 

An i r a t e  subsc r ibe r  had t o l d  him, h i s  shee t  wasn't  f i t  t o  be read;  

While another  c a r e f u l l y  promises, he would punch t h e  e d i t o r ' s  head. 

The foreman was y e l l i n g  f o r  copy, and t h e  wind whis t led  i n  a t  t h e  door.  

And t h i s  wi th  a few o t h e r  reasons,  i s  why t h e  e d i t o r  swore. 

But t he  angel  t h a t  took i t  t o  Heaven, recorded t h i s  v e r d i c t  t h e r e ;  

"The j u r y  f i n d s  i n  t h e  present  case ,  'twas a j u s t i f i a b l e  swear." 

* * * * * * * * *  

New Albany G i r l s ? ?  I n  Business.  

I came t o  New Albany one June day 

When t h e  woodchuck was chucking h i s  chuckles  away, 

I met a maid, demure and yound 

With a kink i n  her  h a i r  and a l i s p  i n  her  tongue. 

Says I, kind Miss I would l i k e  t o  know 

Who does t h e  bus iness  i n  t h a t  s t o r e  below; 

"Why t h a t "  says  she  I s u r e l y  th ink  

Is managed and owned by Miss Em Brink." (Maurice Brink) 

Thanks, thanks,  s ays  I, bu t  over  t h e r e ,  

Who runs t h a t  up-to d a t e  hardware 

Quite charming was t h e  smi le  she  wore-- 

"Miss E l s i e  Allen runs  t h a t  s to re . "  (L. C.  Al len)  

Well, h e r e ' s  another ,  who owns t h i s ?  

I asked t h e  g e n t l e  hear ted  m i s s .  
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"That" she  r e p l i e d  w i th  a p r e t t y  yawn, 

" M i s s  Em M. Corson c a r r i e s  on." (M. M. Corson) 

You're very good t o  t e l l  me m i s s  

Says I,  but s t i l l  I would a sk  t h i s :  

That p r i n t i n g  shop t h e r e  down t h e  s t r e e t ,  

Who handles  t h a t ,  Tom, Dick o r  Pe t e?  

"0 t h a t "  she  s a i d  " the  f o l k s  round he re  

Know very  w e l l ,  a l though ' t is  queer .  

Miss E f f e l  Taylor," she  l i s p e d  t h e  name. 
i i Owns and c o n t r o l s  our p r i n t i n g  game." (F, L.  Taylor)  

J u s t  one more query then I ' m  done, 

Who i s  your c o a l  man l i t t l e  one? 

Surely no m i s s  could shovel  c o a l  

"Twould break he r  back and s o i l  her  sou l .  

"It may s u r p r i s e  you she  r e p l i e d ,  

To know our  c o a l  yards  high and wide ,  

A r e  owned, and managed by a guy 

Named Miss N e l l  Snorton, s i r ,  good bye." (Nelson Norton) 

* * * * * * * * *  
1902 

Come wi th  your buggy, come wi th  your b ike ,  

Come wi th  your su r r ey ,  and b r i n g  your unc le  Ike .  

Come with your buckboard, and l e t  t h e  t r o t t e r  f l y ,  

T h e r e ' l l  be  a h o t  t ime i n  New Albany, t h e  Fourth of  J u l y .  

Oh h u s t l e  on your n e c k t i e ,  your breeches and your c o a t ,  

And t ake  a s i p  of c o f f e e ,  t o  l u b r i c a t e  your t h r o a t .  

Then y e l l  l i k e  a l l  c r e a t i o n ,  t h e  echoing h i l l s  reply-- 

T h e r e ' l l  be a ho t  t i m e  i n  New Albany, t h e  Fourth of  Ju ly .  

Oh b r i n g  your cash,  y o u ' l l  need a n i c k e l  f o r  bologny. 

B e  s u r e  t o  come i n  t i m e  t o  see, t h e  j ackas s  r a c e  t h e  pony. 

This  happens r a t h e r  e a r l y ,  s o  l i k e  t h e  e a r l y  b i r d ,  

I f  you t h i n k  you cannot make i t ,  you'd b e t t e r  s t a r t  t h e  t h i r d .  

And don ' t  f o r g e t  t o  h o l l e r ,  when you a r e  pass ing  by-- 

T h e r e ' l l  be a ho t  t i m e  i n  New Albany, t h e  Fourth of  J u l y .  
* * * * * * * * *  
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J o l l y  Jumpers B a l l  

By Micky 

Good mornin' byes ,  begora! 

Good mornin' t o  yes  a l l .  

I ' m  on me way r e t u r n i n '  

From t h e  J o l l y  Jumpers Ba l l .  

And Ray Wilcox, d i d  yes  know him? 

Wid swate K i t t y  by h i s  s i d e  

Wid he r  handsome d r e s s  and f i gu re -  

Couldn't  touch them i f  yez t r i e d .  

I f i l l e d  meself wid tu rkey ,  And E l f i e  t oo  wid Charley Corcoran. 

And o t h e r  t h i n g s  bes ide .  Face a s  swate a s  any peach. 

T i l l  I t ' ough t  Mis Murphy's cookin Dressed so  i l e g a n t  and pu r ty ,  

Could s u r e l y  b u r s t  m e  h ide .  The i r  s te i le  was r a i l l y  ou t  of reach .  

I t e l l  yes  byes yes  missed i t  And Maude too  wid Jimmy Carman, 

That yes  d i d n ' t  t a k e  i t  i n ,  Dressed a s  pu r ty  a s  a f lower,  

Ye'd s e e  more beauty i n  a minni t  Your h e a r t  would melt  m e  t h i n k s  wid i n  ye,  

Than y e ' l l  ever  s e e  a g i n .  I f  ye  was wid h e r  f o r  a n  hour.  

The h a l l  i t  was most i l e g a n t  

Wid drapery  ga lo re .  

And f lowers  and s i c h  l e i k e  

A s  ye never  see be fo re .  

And her  sisters Mag and Ka t i e ,  

Well begora,  i n  me moind, 

Wid t h i e r  swatehaer t s  Chas. and Pa t sy ,  

Foiner l o t  ye'd never fo ind .  

And McDonald wid h i s  o r c h e s t r a  Shanabacher wid N e l l i e  Cadden. 

Did t h e  music till ' twas brown, And John Cadden wid Nellie O'Brien, 

The l o i k e s  o i  t h i n k  yes  never  heard When I t e l l  yez they were d a i s i e s  

This  s i d e  of Cork's own town. Y e  can b e t  I do no t  be l y i n ' .  

And t a l k  about  your b e a u t i e s  And Jenn ie  Rinebold wid Dee Rogers,  

Wid a handsome form and f a c e .  Did yez ever Jenn ie  s ee?  

I ' l l  b e t  t h e  g r i l s  i n  Murphy's h a l l  Well I tou ld  yez s h e ' s  a d a r l i n t ,  

Could b a t e  thim a l l  wid a i s e .  And handsome l a d  i s  D e e .  

Prof Leonard and Miss Newell, Eugene Franke and Myra Rinebold 

Looked very  f o i n e  ndade, Tripped t h e  l i g h t  f a n t a s t i c  t o e ,  

A s  t hey  tw i s t ed  through t h e  f i g u r e s  For a f a i r e r  l ook in  couple  

Of t h e  grand march promenade. Many moiles  ye 'd  have t o  go. 

Among t h e  rest was Keeler 

H i s  name i s  Charles ,  be dad, 

Maudie came wid Georgie Leonard, 

She a s  swate a s  swate could  be,  

Wid h i s  p r e t t y  cous in  wid him Sure ye 'd  a l l  be mashed on Maudie, 

Dressed i n  t h e  l a t e s t  f a d .  F a i t h  yez would, I know, begorra!  
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And p r e t t y  Molly Corcoran. So good bye, me l o w  b c  wid yez, 

From Overton, beyant ,  they say ,  Don't yez m i s s  i t  a t  a l l  a t  a l l ,  

I thought I not iced  B i l l y  Murphy I f  yez g e t  an i n v i t a t i o n  

Cast ing sheep ' s  eyes  ~ o l l y ' s  way. Tend a J o l l y  Jumpers Ba l l .  

I ' d  l o i k e  t o  t e l l  yez more about i t ,  

But m e  head f e e l s  l o i k e  a b i r c k ,  

And oi'm lookin  every minute 

For me woife comin wid a s h r i c k .  

* * * * * * * * *  

The Bower of Prayer  

To l e a v e  my dear  f r i e n d s  and my neighbors  t o  p a r t  

And go from my home, i t  e f f e c t s  no t  my h e a r t  

Like thoughts  of absen t ing  myself f o r  a day 

1 From t h a t  b l e s t  r e t r e a t  where I ' v e  chosen t o  pary .  

Sweet bower t h e r e  t h e  p ine  and t h e  poplar  have spread 

And formed w i t h  t h e i r  branches a roof o r e  my head 

How o f t  have I k n e l t  on t h e  evergreen t h e r e  

I And poured ou t  my s o u l  t o  my sav iour  i n  prayer .  

The e a r l y  s h r i l l  no t e s  of t h e  loved n igh tenga l e  

That dewlt on my bower I have marked a s  my b e l l  

To c a l l  me t o  duty whi le  b i r d s  of t h e  a i r  

Sang anthems of p r a i s e s  a s  I went t o  prayer .  

How sweet were t h e  zephyrs perfumed wi th  t h e  p ine  

The ivy  t h e  balsom t h e  wild e g l a n t i n e  

But sweeter 0 sweeter s u p e r l a t i v e  f a i r  

The joys  t h a t  I ' v e  t a s t e d  i n  answer t o  prayer .  

For J e s u s  my sav iou r  o f t  deigned t h e r e  meet 

And b l e s t  wi th  h i s  p resence  my lone ly  retreat 

Oft f i l l e d  m e  wi th  r a p t u r e  and b lessedness  t h e r e  

h l i g h t i n g  i n  heavens own language my p raye r .  

Dear bower I must l e ave  you and b id  you ad i eu  

And pay my devot ions  t o  p a r t s  t h a t  a r e  new 

Well knowing my sav iou r  r e s i d e s  everywhere 

And can i n  a l l  p l a c e s  g ive  answer t o  prayer .  
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Though cold winds and storms over mountains 1'11 go 

P res s  forward t o  g lory  and leave  a l l  below 

For here  is  no c i t y  f o r  me t o  r e p a i r  

I ' l l  fol low my saviour  he has answered my prayer .  

Now o f t e n  my mind w i l l  r e v i s i t  t h e  bower 

Where sweet ly I ' v e  t a r r i e d  f o r  many an  hour 

How sweet were t h e  joys I have t a s t e d  while  t h e r e  

Since Je sus  f i r s t  found me and answered my prayer .  

Although I may never r e t u r n  t o  t h e  shade 

Yet I will remember t h e  vows I t h e r e  made 

And though a t  a d i s t a n c e  my mind w i l l  r e p a i r  

To t h e  bower where my saviour  f i r s t  answered my prayer .  

Though f a r  from my bower I ' l l  cont inue  t o  pray 

And seek f o r  p r o t e c t i o n  by n igh t  and by day 

T i l l  I i n  h i s  kingdom h i s  g lo rys  do s h a r e  

Enjoying fo reve r  t h e  answer t o  prayer .  

Wri t ten by M i s s  Euginia Lyon 

by r eques t  of E. M. Lyon, Esq. Hon. Rev. 

For M r s .  Jane  Blackman 
(Mrs. Jeremiah Balckman) 

"Come ye d i sconso la t e ,  where e r e  you languish  

Come a t  t h e  s h r i n e  of God, f e r v e n t l y  kneel  

Here b r ing  your wounded h e a r t s ,  he re  t e l l  your anguish 

Ear th  has  no sorrows, t h a t  heaven cannot hea l .  

Joy of t h e  comfor t less ,  l i g h t  of t h e  s t r a y i n g  

Hope when a l l  o t h e r s ,  d i e  f r i e n d l e s s  and pure 

Here speaks t h e  comforter,  i n  God's name saying 

Ear th  has  no sorrow, t h a t  heaven cannot cure.' '  

Monroeton, December 21, 1844 

Eugenia Lyon, a school teacher ,  was t h e  daughter of Daniel Lyon, who came 

t o  Monroe i n  1821 t o  p l y  h i s  t r a d e  of mi l lwr ight  and br idge  b u i l d e r .  

* * * * * * * * *  

The fol lowing i s  taken from pages of an  o l d  notebook and s igned through- 

out  by E. Lyon. 
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I have wandered on through many a cl ime 

Where f lowers  of beauty grew 

Where a l l  was b l i s s f u l  t o  t h e  beauty 

And love ly  t o  t h e  view 

I have viewed them i n  t h e i r  t w i l i g h t  p r i d e  

And i n  t h e  dew of morn 

But none appealed so sweet t o  me 

A s  t h e  spot  where I was born. E. Lyon 

* * * * * * * * *  
Epitaph 

How loved, how valued once, a v a i l s  t hee  not  

To whom r e l a t e d  o r  by whom begot 

A heap of dus t  a lone ,  remains of t h e e  

T i s  a l l  thou a r t  and a l l  t h e  proud s h a l l  be.  

* * * * * * * * *  

S i s t e r  thou was mild and love ly  

Gentle  a s  t h e  summer breeze  

P leasant  a s  t h e  a i r  of evening 

When i t  f l o a t s  among t h e  t r e e s .  

Peacefu l  by thy  s i l e n t  slumber 

Peaceful  i n  t h e  grave so  low 

Thou no more w i l t  j o i n  our number 

Thou no more our  songs s h a l l  know. 

Dearest s i s t e r  thou h a s t  l e f t  us  

Here thy  l i f e  we deeply f e e l  

But t i s  God t h a t  has  b e r e f t  u s  

He can a l l  our  sorrows hea l .  

Weep on-perhaps i n  a f t e r  yea r s ,  t h e y ' l l  l e a r n  t o  love  thy  name 

And many a deed s h a l l  wake t o  p r a i s e ,  which now must s l e e p  i n  blame. 

E. Lyon 



0 ye young ye gay ye proud 

You must d i e  and wear t h e  shroud 

Time. w i l l  rob you of your bloom 

Death w i l l  d rag  you t o  t h e  tomb 

And t h e r e  y o u ' l l  c r y  and want t o  be 

Happy i n  e t e r n i t y .  

W i l l  you go t o  heaven o r  h e l l  

One you must and t h e r e  t o  dwell  

C h r i s t  w i l l  come and qu ick ly  too 

I must meet him so must you 

And then  you w i l l  c r y  and want t o  be 

Happy i n  e t e r n i t y .  

0 t h e  whi te  th rone  w i l l  soon appear 

A l l  t h e  world must then draw nea r  

S inners  s h a l l  be dr iven  down 

S a i n t s  s h a l l  wear t h e  s t a r r y  crown 

Then you w i l l  c r y  and want t o  be 

Happy i n  e t e r n i t y .  

E. Lyon 

* * * * * * * * *  
This was found i n  an o ld  scrapbook. Cole 's  Cemetery is  loca t ed  o f f  t h e  

Towanda-Monroeton Road. Oldest  marked grave i s  d a t e  of 1791. 

I n  The Cemetery A t  Cole 's  

(Wri t ten by a twelve-year o ld  g i r l )  

I n  t h e  f o r e s t  dark  and wide, 

Stands a cab in  by t h e  s i d e  

O f  a grand o l d  oak, where many y e a r s  ago 

The dee r  l a y  down t o  r e s t ,  

I n  t h e  knowledge they  were b l e s t -  

That they  were hidden from t h e  foe .  

But now t h e  sons of men, 

With a x  and saw and plane,  

Have e r e c t e d  t h e r e  a cab in  i n  t h e  wood: 

Where t h e  Northrup boys a t  n i g h t  

Come i n  hungry f o r  a b i t e  
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Of t h e  bacon and bread which tastes so  good. 

Do they ever  s t o p  t o  t h ink ,  

When they ga ther  round t o  d r i n k  

From t h e  jug which s t a n d s  so tempting and s o  bold, 

Of t h e  chum and comrade who, 

Not q u i t e  t h r e e  yea r s  ago, 

Was l a i d  away t o  r e s t  i n  t h e  cemetery a t  Cole 's .  

Always foremost i n  t h e  hunt,  

Ever ready f o r  t h e  chase,  

A s taunch,  t r u e  f r i e n d  t o  a l l  who bore h i s  name, 

Give a  pass ing  thought t o  him. 

When a t  n igh t  you ga ther  i n  

With t h e  game upon your back which you have s l a i n .  

Well boys, good luck  a t t e n d  you i n  your cab in  i n  t h e  wood! 

And I ' m  s u r e  he'd wish t h e  same could he but  know 

Of t h e  jo$ ly  time you're  having, wi th  your guns and dogs and fr iends--  

While h e ' s  r e s t i n g  peacefu l ly  i n  t h e  cemetery a t  Cole 's .  

* * * * * * * * *  
The fol lowing a r e  exce rp t s  from l e t t e r s  w r i t t e n  by a  l i t t l e  g i r l  i n  South 

Branch t o  he r  o lde r  s i s t e r .  

Mar. 4,  1901 

------------- M a  bought a  package of perfume from F. S. today noon and you 

can send and g e t  a  r i n g  by sending 10  c t s  i n  stamps. You have got  another  box 

of p ins  t o  s e l l  down he re  from t h e  same p l ace  t h e  o t h e r s  were from. Didn't  you 

send them back? You can come down and ge t  t hese .  Pa took them out  of t he  o f f i c e  

l i k e  a  f o o l  i n s t ead  of sending them on t o  you. B. got  my s l a t e  t h a t  was on t h e  

s tand  and broke i t  r i g h t  i n  two i n  t h e  middle and g e t  a  k n i f e  and scratched i t  

a l l  up on one s i d e .  We have got  14 s c h o l a r s  now.------------- 

Nov. 17, 1902 

------------- Dolly had a  c o l t  and i t  f e l l  o f f  t h e  bank and k i l l e d  i t .  Dear 

I was so s o r r y  and M a  jawed a t  Pa awful f o r  no t  t ak ing  c a r e  of Doll  b e t t e r .  

Wasn't t h a t  awful about McKinley being a s sas s ina t ed?  

Minnie Tha l l  i s  t h e  m i s e r a b l i s t  t eacher  I ever  went t o .  She don ' t  a l l o v  

you t o  be l a t e  o r  anything else.------------- . 



Feb. 1, 1903 

Ma hasn't sent you the Mirrors because they han't been anything in them much 

but advertisements. Monday night we went sleighriding. There was ten of us just 

young people. We went to New Albany and we had lots of fun. I lost both bows 

off my mittens and one off from my hair. 

My mittens han't so pretty now with the bows gone. They are having reviv- 

al meetings up to New Albany and I see by the paper that Ray Wilcox has got an 

automobile. I guess him and Ella can ride out now and not be bothered with a 

horse. 

Ma sent two hundred fifty oakleaf soap wrappers off and got a tablecloth. 

Gosh it was a dandy. 

Wasn't that wreck awful on the Williamsport and North Branch out by 

Laporte where there were so many hurt and killed. It was all done by careless- 

ness too by leaving the switch open.------------- 

* * * * * * * * *  

In New Albany history, mention is made of a man's skeleton being found at 

Laddsburg, and with it a gun that had not been discharged. The following is 

from the History of Monroe and might explain the skeleton. Would the "Fell 

Monster" and "Big Foot" be related? 

Brown and Roberts--The earliest settlers of Monroe found at the confluence 

of the Towanda creek with the South Branch, two hunters, named respectively 

Brown and Roberts, snugly enscounced in a strong, well-built log cabin, or 

house, on the identical spot where the first county jail afterwards found a foun- 

dation. Neither of the hunters had any family. Each had a faithful dog and a 

trusty rifle, and a hunter's habits and constitution. Roberts, upon a time, 

went away, whether to hunt or for some other prupose, is not known, but he never 

returned. Some twenty years afterward a human skeleton and the remains of a 

rifle were found, overgrown with roots and the accumulations of time, within the 

ruins of one of the old French cabins, near Laddsburg. Conjecture has it that 

this was, perhaps, the last of the long missing Roberts. Brown was left with 

his two famous bear dogs, ''Carlo' and 'Range', and a never failing heart an 

rifle, by which to obtain a living for himself and food for the dogs. He was 

a genial, kind-hearted man; he made war upon the bears, panthers, wolves, elk, 

and all smaller game as he needed, but lived in peace and friendship with all 

the new comers to the settlement. 

When he had an abundance of game he was always ready to divide it all over 
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the settlement, which was, in fact, a common custom of those p rimitive times. 

A fat deer fed every family within reach. Roberts after a time ceased to be 

talked about, and Brown and his dogs were contented and prosperous. 

A change was to occur that interrupted the quiet of the cabin, and the 

serene happiness of the entire little community. Brown was taken sick, was 

sick long, and grew slowly worse for weeks and months, and it was whispered by 

nearly all that he could not recover. The young men supplied him with the deli- 

cacies of the forest and steam, while the children gathered him berries and 

fruit; and both young and old seemed to vie with each other in their kindly off- 

ices, tendered to the friendly old hunter. The dogs were there by his beds ide ,  

except when sent for a short hunt, and they seemed to take an instinctive in- 

terest in the affairs of their sick master. Carlo wagged his hearty welcome to 

all that approached the cabin or bedside of the sick man, and seemed to ask of 

them to do all that they could for his suffering master. Range was more suspi- 

cious, and sixutinized all comers and goers to know if all was right. The 

Wilcox family had settled (1798) within a few rods of the hunter's cabin, and 

young Sheffield Wilcox took his first lessons in woodcraft from the old man be- 

fore disease fastened upon him. 

The hunter died, and Carlo watched over him. The funeral was duly attended 

and Carlo followed the coffin to the grave and saw it let down into its narrow 

home. The grave was filled up, Carlo refused to leave the place, and it took 

time to wean him from the grave of his master. 

The first funeral of Monroe (that we have any account of) had no blood rel- 

atives of the deceased for mourners, but a dog was admired by the sturdy yeo- 

manry for his attachment. Sheffield Wilcox, Jr., inherited the dogs and guns, 

by the old hunter's directions; and the 'hunter's mantle' evidently fell, when 

he bestowed the hunting esta te. Range in after years fell in a most terrific 

conflict with a huge bear, but Bruin fell in the same engagement, for that 

young hunter with his rifle was there. Carlo, the favorite of all, lived to an 

advansed age, 'the truest of his kine', and fought many hard fought battles with 

the froest game, and often had to be carried home in human arms, being so dis- 

abled by the fierce encounters as to be unable to follow his master. Good 

nursing and kind attention, usually, soon prepared him for another hunt. Mothets, 

in the evening, were wont to talk their children to sleep, telling them of the 

early hunter and his dogs, Carlo and Range. 

"But alas for poor Roberts! How did he die? Did a poisonous snake bite 



him so that he died in one short hour? Did he break his leg in that deep wood, 

so that he could not reach home? Or did bilious colic seize him soon after his 

noonday lunch, causing him to sink down beneath the leafy canopy, in a hand-to- 

hand conflict alone with the "Fell Monster"? 

Nude Nature was his shroud, the winds were his requiem, the insects were 

his undertakers, the tall hemlocks waved his spirit away to the immortal hunt- 

ing grounds. His dog returned, but told nothing. The great day will tell it 

all. We retrieve more facts then fancies from the obliviousness of the past. 

(The dog "Carlo" is mentioned often in the hunting stories of Old New 

Albany, al~ng with his master, Sheffield Wilcox, Jr.) 
* * * * * * * * *  

From Pioneer and Patriot Families of Bradford County - Heverly - 1770-1825 

Capturing an Elk as narrated by Elder S. W. Alden of Monroe: "At length 

things became dull in the settlement and needed a change. Something new must be 

had that would do to be talked about--something to make a sensation or a stir. 

All topics had become old, even the seven pairs of twins that had so safely 

numbered with the populace. Freeman Wilcox had killed his huge panther with a 

club while it was fighting the dogs. Sheffield Wilcox had robbed a panther's 

nest of its young and brought the "little varmits", as he called them, and put 

them down in our door yard for us to play with. The wolves' den had been in- 

vaded, the old one killed and the pups (five or six in number) brought and ex- 

hibited to us for an hour, before drawing the bounty; and even the ferocious 

bear's lair was not sacred, he having been compelled to yield his cubs or his 

life, or both, to satisfy the energy and daring of the men of those times. 

Well, all of these things became old and commonplace and ceased to be talked 

about and a sensation was demanded. Uncle Sim Bristol was equal to the task. 

He planned and helped to execute the new and daring feat that would give new 

tone to conversation for a month. It was to capture a live elk and bring him - 
in as a living witness. 

"Moses Miller and Sheffield Wilcox, two veterans, were selected as the right 

and left hand supporters. Forward was the word and away they went to the deep 

woods. Once in the herd and the dogs slipped, the fun is fast at once. Those 

right ~ o o d  old dogs, such as Bose, Bessie, Trim, Tige, Mage, Drive and Brandy- 

they would now make tramps scarce and burglars law-abiding citizens. The hunt- 

ers were so sanguine of success as to have taken the ropes with them with which 

to halter-break and bring in his antlership, after learning him a few things. 
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You may suppose t h a t  t h e  noble  e l k  was dragged down by t h e  dogs and then  roped; 

no t  a t  a l l .  He could no t  be loaded wi th  dogs enough t o  down him. 

The s p o r t  had q u i t e  a  l i t t l e  more of t h e  dangerous about i t  than  t h e  

approach of a  p r o s t r a t e  and subdued animal.  Some s tudy ,  o ld  male e l k ,  with horns 

spreading from four  t o  s i x  f e e t ,  u sua l ly  makes a  d i s h  among t h e  dogs by way of 

def iance  and t o  defend t h e  cows and ca lves  t h a t  t h e  dogs a r e  barking f u r i o u s l y  

a t  and by t h i s  means he draws t h e  whole pack around him a t  once, a l lowing t h e  

r e s t  of h i s  t r i b e  t o  make good t h e i r  escape,  i f  indeed they  have escaped t h e  

r i f l e s  t h a t  f i r s t  broke t h e  no te s  of s u r p r i s e  i n  t h e i r  q u i e t  camp. Sometimes 

t h i s  old p a t r i a r c h  would f i n d  more of f i g h t  than he bargained for and g e t  t h e  

worst of t h e  c o n f l i c t  a l l  t h e  way ghrough. This  i s  n o t  a  pack of un tu tored  

wolves t h a t  he is  defy ing ,  bu t  dogs a s  t r u e  a s  ever  drew blood o r  k i s sed  t h e  

bab ie s1  cheeks be fo re  t h e  homestead f i r e .  They w i l l  do a l l  t h a t  t h e i r  mas ters  

expect of them and q u i t  on ly  a t  t h e  s i g n a l  of r e c a l l .  

"The deer  when p e r s i s t e n t l y  pursued i n v a r i a b l y  t akes  t o  t h e  water .  Not so 

with t h e  e l k .  He t akes  t o  t h e  deepes t  wi lds  of t h e  wi lderness  and t h e  h ighes t  

peaks of t h e  mountains and t h e  ledges  and c l i f f s  t h a t  he i s  aware of and propos- 

e s  t o  f i g h t  i t  out  on t h a t  l i n e .  I f  p o s s i b l e ,  he w i l l  perch himself upon t h e  

ledge  of some high, p r e c i p i t o u s  c l i f f  wi th  h i s  h e e l s  t o  t h e  edge of t h e  prec i -  

p i ce  while  h i s  a n t l e r s  guard h i s  f r o n t ,  a s s i s t e d  by now and then  a  shot  from t h e  

shoulder w i th  h i s  f o r e f o o t ,  which comes l i k e  an arrow a t  h i s  a s s a i l a n t s  and o f t e n  

with marked success .  He has p rac t i ced  t h i s  kind of fenc ing  f o r  many years  i n  

h i s  b a t t l e s  wi th  t h e  wolves t h a t  have attempted t o  c a r r y  away o r  e a t  up the  

ca lves  of t h e  herd.  When i n  t h i s ,  h i s  n a t u r a l  f o r t r e s s ,  woe be t o  t h e  luck le s s  

inexperienced hound t h a t  a t tempts  t o  pas s  h i s  r e a r  and ge t  a  n i p  a t  h i s  hee l s  

or  a  t a s t e  of h i s  hams. One of those  dexterous  k i cks  i s  most l i k e l y  t o  d i s i n -  

t e g r a t e  him from both t h e  c l i f f  and t h e  f i g h t  a l l  a t  once; and i f  a f t e r  a  f a l l  

and tumble of t h i r t y  t o  s i x t y  f e e t  without  choice  of a  spo t  on which t o  s top ,  he 

ever  comes back t o  t h e  f i g h t  aga in  i t  w i l l  be  a  wiser  dog, i f  no t  a t  t h e  cos t  of 

being a  c r i p p l e  f o r  l i f e .  Nature has given t h i s  noble s t a g  another  advantage i n  

t h e  c o n t e s t  t h a t  i s  s c a r c e l y  ever  mentioned i n  t h e  d e s c r i p t i o n  of t h e  chase.  

Like t h e  pole-cat and t h e  panther  t h e  e l k  can s e c r e t e  and d ischarge  upon t h e  dogs 

around him a d i shea r t en ing  f l u i d  t h a t  sometimes i s  of g r e a t  s e r v i c e  t o  him i n  

holding h i s  enemies a t  a  d i s t a n c e ,  whether they be dogs o r  wolves. * . 
"But he re  he is ;  i n  majesty i t s e l f  and t h e  most i n v i t i n g  specimen of game 

t h a t  has gladdened those  hun te r s '  eyes;  and now f o r  t h e  cap tu re  and secur ing  of 



the truly noble and worthy prize. The stealthy hunters advance, the dogs aware 

of the reinforcements, become more fierce, and the elk with steady nerve parries 

every snap and despises every bark. His is at bay and in every parry, cut, 

thrust and kick he leaves no part of his person unguarded. He fights by rule, 

not heeding the hunters, for they are not barking at him. The stealthy hunt- 

ers nevertheless advance, one of them taking up his position twenty feet right 

in front of the quarry, his rifle at the 'ready covering the game. The other 

two men have fixed a noose in the middle of the rope, and a man approaching 

his front with their rope extending as far as possible to keep them out of reach 

of his horns. If he charges the rifle must kill him; if he makes a lunge, the 

noose must catch him, and so goes the fight until the noose of the rope is over 

his head, or has caught safely his horns, or until he gets his head or horns 

into it. Not a work is spoken until "There, we have got him!' 'Hold firm!' 

'Call off the dogs!' 'Be quick, Uncle Moses, and get your noose on his hind 

foot!' etc. Right here the stalwart hunter's richest fun just opens in all the 

plentitude of excitement. The surges, snorts, rears, lunges, falls, laughs and 

pumps and tears and thumps that the three men and the elk take (about an even 

thing) are sports that a blooded good-natured hunter can but enjoy. It would 

draw a larger crowd than any circus. The dogs are relieved and the hunters are 

more than delighted. 

"Clothes are a consideration never taken into the account any more than 

the shins. The fight once open, all is absorbed in passing events. The first 

intimation of any necessity for a clothing store is when the hunter's wife 

in good nature reminds him of his approach to nudity. No account is taken of 

time passine; all is devotion to the hunt, the game and success. The elk was 

brought down the mountain and then to Greenwood and where Monroe now is. Wilcox 

and Miller walked on on each side of him, close up to him. He had become quite 

domesticated, except he yet remembered how to kick viciously. He was kept with 

Uncle Simeon at the still-house to repair damages for several days. Then he was 

moved up South Branch to Albany to be kept by Uncle Sheffield Wilcox. He became 

a fine pet but never fully recovered from the bites of the dogs, the bruises 

and injuries of the fight. He was a fine specimen but he pined away and died 

as he had lived, 'game'. This was the first living elk captured by our hunters. 



The Las t  Panther 

On t h e  morning of t h e  17 th  of March, 1857, t r a c k s  were found i n d i c a t i n g  a n  

animal of unusual s i z e  coming down t h e  h i l l  and c ros s ing  t h e  road near  where 

Lewis Jones now l i v e s ,  and r e t u r n i n g  toward t h e  mountain. The beas t  stopped 

on t h e  top  of t h e  bank above t h e  road a t  t h a t  po in t  and s tood on h i s  hind f e e t  

with h i s  f r o n t  paws i n  a pole  which formed a fence,  ev iden t ly  f o r  a long t i m e ,  

a s  t h e  snow was melted from t h e  pole  where h i s  paws had r e s t e d .  J .  M. Wilcox 

was a small boy a t  t h e  t ime,  and h i s  f a t h e r  Benjamin Wilcox l i v e d  where Wm. 

Rhodes now l i v e s .  James had been down t h e  road t o  t h e  house of a neighbor 

spending t h e  evening, and came home about 11 o ' c lock  a t  n i g h t .  He be l i eves  t o  

t h i s  day t h a t  t h e  panther  was s tanding  on t h e  bank when he came home. 

Well upon d iscover ing  t h e  t r a c k s ,  a hunt ing p a r t y  was formed cons i s t i ng  of 

Benjamin Wilcox, S h e f f i e l d ,  Edw. S. and Por t  Wilcox, and Lewis Jones.  They 

s t a r t e d  a dog on t h e  t r a i l  and he soon drove t h e  savage quarry from h i s  l a i r .  

The dog chased t h e  panther  u n t i l  t h e  l a t t e r  seemed t o  g e t  t i r e d  of being chased 

then he would t u r n  and run  a f t e r  t h e  dog f o r  awhile ,  t hus  they raced around t h e  

mountain f o r  t h e  g r e a t e r  p a r t  of t h e  day. 

Often t h e  men could hear  t h e  g r e a t  animal run up a t r e e ,  t e a r i n g  t h e  bark 

with h i s  long sharp claws. A t  l eng th  t h e  dog t r e e d  i t  s u f f i c i e n t l y  near  Edw. 

Wilcox t h a t  he r a n  t o  t h e  f o o t  of t h e  t r e e  before  i t  could come down and drum- 

ming on t h e  t r e e  wi th  a s t i c k ,  shouted t o  Pozt t o  come wi th  t h e  gun. 

Po r t  was j u s t  w i th in  hear ing  and hu r r i ed  i n  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  of t h e  voice .  

The f i r s t  shot  a l though we l l  d i r e c t e d  d id  n o t  b r ing  t h e  panther  down, but  t h e  

second sho t  l a i d  him low, and h i s  c a r c a s s  was c a r r i e d  home i n  triumph. When 
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he w a s  skinned h i s  stomach w a s  found e n t i r e l y  empty, and i t  seems marvelous t h a t  

i f  he stood over t h e  road when James passed t h e  n i g h t  be fo re  he d id  n o t  s p r i n g  

upon him and devour him. 

The fol lowing s t o r y  r e l a t e d  from Overton His tory :  

Panthers  and wolves were p lay ing  havoc wi th  t h e  s tock  i n  t h e  se t t l emen t  and 

the  Wilcoxes l e a r n i n g  of t h i s  f a c t ,  came i n  one evening, and l a i d  wi th  o t h e r s  

f o r  t h e  depreda tors .  They waited,  and watched but  no panther  came. F i n a l l y  

toward morning, despa i r ing  of a l l  hopes i n  making a  ca t ch ,  they  f e l l  a s l e e p ,  

and while  they were enjoying themselves i n  happy dream l and ,  a  panther  came, 

k i l l e d  a  yea r l i ng ,  f i l l e d  h i s  stomach wi th  blood, and aga in  escaped t o  h i s  s e c r e t -  

ed home i n  t h e  wi lderness .  

Another hunt ing s t o r y  from His tory  of Monroe, Albany and Overton 

One day i n  1840, Jos .  Scriven,  Amasa Scriven and James Lee, enjoyed a  hunt 

toge ther .  Joseph had an o ld  Queen's-arm, and having no b a l l s  l a r g e  enough t o  

f i t  i t  put  i n  a  ha l f -bar  of l e a d ,  w i th  a  charge of powder p ropor t iona te ly  l a r g e .  

It was h i s  luck  t o  come upon t h e  f i r s t  game, two f i n e  f e l l ows ,  t oge the r .  

When wi th in  s u i t a b l e  d i s t a n c e  he l e v e l l e d  h i s  p i ece  and f i r e d .  One deer  f e l l ,  

t he  ha l f -bar  of l ead  having passed c l e a r  through him, s t r i k i n g  t h e  o t h e r  and 

wounding him, which a l s o  capt rued .  The deer  weighed r e s p e c t i v e l y  214 and 215 

l b s .  They were a p a i r  of seven-pronged bucks. The ha l f -bar  of l ead  was found 

i n  t h e  body of t h e  deer  which had been wounded, and made t h i r y - t h r e e  common 

r i f l e  b a l l s .  

* * * * * * * * *  
And another:  

She f f i e ld  Wilcox, r e s i d i n g  i n  New Albany, had been t o  Monroe t o  m i l l ,  and 
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was returning in those primitive days with his grist on the horse, himself on 

foot, his coat on his arm and his dog, as a usual accompaniment even when they 

went to meeting he was about. When about a mile South of what is now the 

Ridgeway farm the dog treed a panther by the road-side, up a tall tree, well 

out of harm's way--as the panther supposed. But he it remembered that his self- 

same "Uncle Sheff", the Nimrod, the old hunter, then just in his prime, and we 

have the key to general results. 

The grist was deposited at the foot of the tree, his coat laid on the 

grist, the horse hitched near by, and the dog "Old Carlo", was told to keep 

guard, while Uncle Sheff ran three miles to his house in Albany for his rifle, 

and returned, finding all just about as he had left it. 

After he had time to breath a little the panther got the worst of the 

matter, and was added to the grist as the fruit of a faithful dog, a trusty 

rifle, and unerring shot. 

* * * * * * * * *  
January 7, 1980 - The Daily Review 

New Albany, Pa.--This community is still buzzing about a so-far unexplain- 

ed sighting that took place east of the borough near Batch Mountain. 

It all began with a pair of hunters from Wilkes-Barre who prefer to remain 

anonymous. The two men claim they arrived at a hunting cabin last Wednesday 

evening. At the time of their arrival it repartedly wasn't snowing. Soon 

after, however, it began to snow and when the hunters went to a nearby spring 

at approximately 9:30 P.M., there they were--huge tracks freshly made in the 

snow. 

"I guess one of the fellows had had several heart operations and it pretty 

near scared him to death," said Harlan Robinson, of New Albany, a logger who 

had been working in the area. Robinson saw the prints Thursday morning, as 

did a number of other people. 

It was reported by more than one eyewitness that the prints measured 

approximately 17 inches from heel to toe and were estimated to be about six in- 

ches wide. According to one published report, the distance between the prints, 

or the stride length, was four feet, nine inches. However, Dale E. Vester, of 

E. Towanda, who witnessed the measurements, noted that this measurement was 

taken from left foot to left foot and estimated that the actual st~ide (left to 

right) was closer to about two feet. 

"You try to make yourself believe it wasn't there," siad Vester, a member 
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of one of t h e  logging crews. "But i t  w a s  and I don ' t  know how t o  exp la in  i t ,  

"The th ing  t h a t  r e a l l y  got  m e  w a s  t h a t  t h e  p r i n t s  were so  p e r f e c t .  Vester s a i d  

he could s e e  t h e  impr in t s  of  a l l  f i v e  t o e s  c l e a r l y .  He noted t h e  impresseion 

made by t h e  b a l l  6f t h e  f o o t  could be seen,  a s  could t h e  r i d g e  t h a t  i s  formed 

between t h e  j o i n t  of t h e  t o e s  where they  bend. 

"There i s  j u s t  no way those  p r i n t s  could have been made by something made 

ou t  of p l a s t i c  o r  wood, o r  something t h a t  d i d n ' t  bend when you pu t  weight on i t ," 

Vester a id .  

Vester s a i d  he was working i n  t h e  woods Thursday morning and when he r e -  

turned t o  where h i s  co l leagues  had been working, they  were gone. He s t a t e d  t h a t  

they re turned  i n  a  few minutes i n  a pickup t ruck  and began t e l l i n g  him about 

t h e  p r i n t s  they  had j u s t  seen.  

"I thought they were feeding  me a l i n e  of b u l l , "  Vester r e l a t e d .  Vester  

and Robinson agreed t h e r e  were about 20 p r i n t s  t ak ing  a  course  down a h i l l  t o  

t h e  spying. They were r epo r t ed ly  n e a r  a  township d i r t  road known a s  Deep 

Hollow Road. 

"Where i t  ( t h e  t r acks )  ended below you could s e e  where it  stopped and l i k e  

i t  s t a r t e d  t o  make a  ha l f  t u r n  and go back up t h e  h i l l . "  Vester  r epo r t ed .  He 

added t h a t  t h i s  was the  po in t  where t h e  t r a c k s  disappeared,  no t ing  t h a t  t h e  only  

explana t ion  he could g ive  was t h a t  t h e  c r e a t u r e ,  o r  whatever made t h e  t r a c k s  

had ascended a  nearby bank where ba re  s p o t s  made i t  impossible  t o  p ick  up p r i n t s .  

Vester  a l s o  poin ted  out  t h a t  because t h e  ground was hard and t h e  snow no t  

very deep, t h e r e  was no way t o  e s t ima te  t h e  weight of whatever made t h e  t r acks .  

Since t h e  s i g h t i n g  was made, t h e  s t o r y  has been picked up by a  n a t i o n a l  

wire  s e r v i c e s  (United P res s  and Associated P res s ) .  Vester  admits t h i s  could 

probably be t r aced  t o  him, bu t  he i n s i s t s  he had no i n t e n t i o n  of a t t r a c t i n g  

any a t t e n t i o n .  

"I came home t h a t  n igh t  and t o l d  my buddy, " Vester  expal ined.  "My 

buddy t o l d  h i s  wife .  H i s  wi fe  t o l d  he r  s i s t e r  and h e r  s i s t e r  t o l d  he r  boy- 

f r i end .  Then I guess her  boyfr iend t o l d  h i s  b ro the r  who works a t  t h e  Canton 

r ad io  s t a t i o n . "  

Vester s a i d  he  l a t e r  got  a  c a l l  from t h e  United P res s  ask ing  f o r  i n fo r -  

amtion i n  t h e  s igh t ing .  He s a i d  t h e  newspaper w i r e  servkce appa ren t ly  was 

informed by t h e  Canton r a d i o  s t a t i o n .  

"I wasn't  looking f o r  any p u b l i c i t y .  I d i d n ' t  t e l l  any newspapers o r  ra-  

d io  s t a t i o n s .  I' 
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Robinson corroborated Ves ter ' s  information--"1t was p e r f e c t  human p r i n t . "  

Since t h e  s i g h t i n g ,  word has spread around t h e  a r e a  l i k e  w i l d f i r e .  Although 

another  publ ished r e p o r t  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  p r i n t s  have s i n c e  melted and can no 

longer be seen,  i t  should be noted t h a t  t h e  p r i n t s  a r e  t h e r e  but ,  because 

of a l i g h t  snowfal l  and f o o t p r i n t s  of c u r i o s i t y  seekers ,  they a r e  no longer  

a s  v i s i b l e  as they once were. 

Those t h a t  saw t h e  p r i n t s  agree  t h a t  i f  i t  w a s  a p r a c t i c a l  joke, someone 

, went t o  a n  awful l o t  of t r o u b l e  t o  make i t  look au thenic .  In  t he  e v e n t u a l i t y  

t h a t  t h e  p r i n t s  were made by man o r  b e a s t ,  what was i t ?  Was it t h a t  legendary 

being walking around i n  ba re  f e e t ?  

It should be noted t h a t  a normal s i z e d  human f o o t p r i n t  measures roughly 

10 t o  11 inches from h e e l  t o  t o e  and approximately t h r e e  t o  fou r  inches a t  t h e  

widest po in t .  

Vester  s a i d  t h a t  a s i d e  from t h e  p r i n t s  going down t o  t h e  spr ing ,  he found 

a couple more f u r t h e r  i n  t h e  woods. He added, however, t h a t  p ine  t r e e s  i n  t h a t  

a r ea  kept  snow from accumulating, making i t  impossible  t o  p i ck  up any more 

t r acks ,  providing they proceeded deeper i n t o  t h e  woods. 

"Oh, I ' m  no t  scared  t o  go back there, ' '  s a i d  Robinson. " I 'd  l i k e  t o  s e e  

whatever d id  it. I don ' t  know i f  I ' d  want t o  be a l o n e  when I saw it  though." 

I f i g u r e  t h a t  i f  i t  i s  some c r e a t u r e  l i k e  Bigfoot, ' '  Vester s a i d ,  ' ' i t 's  

been t h e r e  f o r  a while  and i t  h a s n ' t  bother'ed us  y e t .  I don ' t  s e e  why it  

should want t o  start now." 

* * * * * * * * *  
Jack Baker, manager of WTTC r a d i o  s t a t i o n  a t  Towanda, interviewed t h e  

Wilkes-Barre con t r ac to r  t h a t  f i r s t  saw t h e  f o o t  p r i n t s  i n  t h e  snow. M r .  Baker 

i n t u r n  was interviewed by a New York r ad io  s t a t i o n  p e r s o n a l i t y  about t h e  Big 

Foot s t o r y .  With a l l  t h e  TV, r a d i o  and newspaper coverage, t he  s t o r y  spread 

a l l  over t h e  country.  

* * * * * * * * *  

(And so-from t h e  s t o r i e s  of panthers ,  t o  t h e  s t o r i e s  of Big Foot, t h e  

f i r s t  one hundred p l u s  years ,  o f  New Albany, is  h i s t o r y .  We found t h a t  even t s  

i n  l o c a l  h i s t o r y  are no t  always recorded c o r r e c t l y .  One source t e l l s  t h e  

s t o r y  one way and another  c o n t r a d i c t s .  A s  t a l e s  a r e  passed along,  they change 

i n  many ways. We t r i e d  t o  g e t  t h e  c o r r e c t  form f o r  t h e  a r t i c l e s  i n  t h i s  co l l ec -  

t i on . )  
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